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Overview: A Holistic approach towards appreciating and forming
educated opinions, based on actual research and serious
academic deliberations / interactions, about the Culture,
Heritage, Customs, Traditional Beliefs and Values, Practices,
Cultural Development, Inter-cultural Facts; Intra-cultural facts,
Language origin, Language Attitudes, Language Adoption , Value
Maintenance, Cultural Maintenance through language, Language
Technology and Future Perspectives of the various Indigenous

peoples / Tribal communities / Adivasis of India.
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Aims & Scope

An Holistic Approach to India’s particular TRIBE’s/ ADIBASI’s
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Practices, Cultural Development, Inter-cultural Facts; Intra-
cultural facts, Language origin, Language Attitudes, Language
Adoption , Value Maintenance, Cultural Maintenance through
language, Language Technology and Future Perspectives of the
Tribal community. Ethno-linguistics study on any Tribal
community will be appreciated. The status of the community’s
language and how they are dealing with a dominant language
near them can be also be studied and included in your research
work. Notwithstanding the above mentioned areas research

papers, nearby thematic areas, are too welcomed.
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Preface

The 7-day International Webinar (named “2nd International
Bilingual Webinar on Tribal Lifestyle: Literature-Culture-
Anthropology-Linguistics” or in Bangla "R @reEifes Refie
e@AE  wfvErt SR ARy fe- e e
abbriviated with “IBWTL-2") was being organised on behalf of
the International Bilingual Journal of Culture Anthropology &
Linguistics (IBJCAL) e-ISSN: 2582-4716 in collaboration with
School of Languages and Linguistics, Jadavpur University;
Department of Sanskrit, Surendranath College, Kolkata; Society
for Natural Language Technology Research (SNLTR); Dr. Soumya
Sankar Ghosh, VIT Bhopal University & LingClub, Jadavpur
University, Kolkata, West Bengal, India. A Holistic approach
towards appreciating and forming educated opinions, based on
actual research and serious academic deliberations /
interactions, about the Culture, Heritage, Customs, Traditional
Beliefs and Values, Practices, Cultural Development, Inter-
cultural Facts; Intra-cultural facts, Language origin, Language
Attitudes, Language Adoption, Value Maintenance, Cultural
Maintenance through language, Language Technology and
Future Perspectives of the various Indigenous peoples / Tribal

communities / Adivasis of India.
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Towards that end, Anthropological, Cultural, Socio-
economic, Ethno-linguistic studies on any Tribal community or
any field work towards documentation of the same (including
endangered and lesser known communities - that encompasses
their language, ancestry, culture, heritage, religion, customs,
rituals, society, family structure, literature, folklore, art and

craft, industry, livelihoods, etc.) had been appreciated.

Thanks to all Advisory members and Organizing
members of the Webinar. The gratitude to all these persons who
always stay with us and gave advise to reach perfection. A
special thanks goes to Dr. Uttam Biswas, who was the well
advisor and background cord of communicator of the webinar

IBWTL-2 encouraged in every meeting with his positive attiude.

With warmest regards,

Mr. Patitpaban Pal, Editor-in-chief, IBJCAL, eISSN: 2582-4716;
Principal Organizer & Secretary, IBWTL-2

Dr. Anusrita Mandal, Co-organizer, IBWTL-2

Dr. Soumya Sankar Ghosh, Co-organizer, IBWTL-2

Mr. Ratul Ghosh, Co-organizer, IBWTL-2

Mr. Harichand Das, Co-organizer, IBWTL-2

On behalf of the Organising Committee, IBWTL-2



Advisory Committee

* Dr. Tapati Mukherjee, Former Vice-Chancellor, Sidho-
Kanho-Birsha University (SKBU) and Former Director of Culture
& Cultural Relations, Visva Bharati, WB, India

* Dr. Kakali Mukherjee, Former Assistant Registrar General,
Office of the Registrar General of India (ORGI), Language
Division, Kolkata India

* Dr. Sonali Mukherjee, H.0.D, Department of Bengali at the
Sidho-Kanho-Birsha University, (SKBU), WB, India

* Prof. Dipak Ghosh, Emeritus Professor, Department of
Physics and Former Dean of Science, Founder of Sir CV Raman
Centre for Physics & Music, Jadavpur University, India.

* Dr. Samir Karmakar, Assistant Professor, School of
Languages & Linguistics, Jadavpur University, India

* Prof. (Dr.) Indranil Dutta, Director, School of Languages &
Linguistics, Jadavpur University, India

* Dr. Sibansu Mukherjee, Linguist & Director, Society for
Natural Language Technology Research (SNLTR), under the
Department of IT & Electronics, Gov't of West Bengal, Kolkata,

India
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IBWTL-2 Local Organizing Committee

* Host: Mr. Patitpaban Pal, Editor-in-chief, IBJCAL.
* Principal Correspondent: Mr. Patitpaban Pal, Editor-in-
chief, IBJCAL.
* Co-Principal Correspondent: Mr. Ratul Ghosh, School of
Languages and Linguistics, Jadavpur University.
* Organiser: Mr. Patitpaban Pal, Editor-in-chief, IBJCAL.
* Co-Organiser: Dr. Anusrita Mandal, Department of Sanskrit,
Surendranath College, Kolkata.
* Co-Organiser: Dr. Soumya Sankar Ghosh, VIT Bhopal
University.
* Co-Organiser: Mr. Harichand Das, Department of Bengali,
Sidho-Kanho-Birsha University (SKBU).
* Co-Organiser: Mr. Ratul Ghosh, School of Languages and
Linguistics, Jadavpur University.
* Secretary: Mr. Patitpaban Pal, Editor-in-chief, IBJCAL.
e Technical Coordinator: Mr. Ratul Ghosh, School of

Languages and Linguistics, Jadavpur University.

Organizing committee (more)

* Mahadeb Mondal, Ph.D Research Scholar, Department of
Bengali, Raiganj University.
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Jadavpur University.
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A= (Abstract)

The juice of Persian spiritual literature has flowed widely into Bengali
literature. Excellent characters like Shirin-Farhad and Laili-Majnu
have been created in Bengali literature. Kazi Nazrul Islam was fond
of Persian language since childhood. At an early age he became
acquainted with the literature of Persian poets Hafiz and Khayyam.
The words used in the poetry of Persian poets like wine, saki, lover,
liquor etc. have widely entered into Bengali poetry and literature.
One of the aims and objectives of this article is to highlight all these
issues and the spiritual trend of Persian literature in Nazrul literature.
In the spiritual poetry of Nazrul literature, love for people, sympathy,
love between lovers, imagination of divine atmosphere behind
natural beauty, abundance of metaphors, eternal interest in absolute
truth etc. have been highlighted in this article. Moreover, how
Nazrul's poetry has accumulated the essence of spirituality from
Persian literature, the context of Bengali spiritual literature, Nazrul's
love for Persia, various Bengali songs centered on Islam and Islamic
philosophy, samples of spiritual songs written by Nazrul, etc. have
been included in this article.

T #=RAEA  (Keywords): Spiritualism, Bengali-Persian literature,
Nazrul, Poet.



3.0 7541 (Introduction)

G Tereeii Sed a 06 (ORI IA-3oN8 403 | JEI-3200, A8 T2 @R
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fifeq sR-fefore @ TR feme e IR, o ¢ o |
FEET ARGy ACFR AE AR ToTO GG QI S TR
Y AT ARG Mo RFT AR SO T P wereeet
IR S Sofe @yl | Afeere wfvese!, WiF-grRel ¢ foul-enT
A Fof o 671 S0 | T 43 G TAINN waesas qwee
O SP1RY] MLE AGIGE AT 1 AR I ACHSR G 93 8T
YA FARAS (GGl Fiel)-a7 o1 ofa sgpifege oot g |
TG ITHE TGP [P10ACRA: MO RFes foars = ©fF ew- o/id-
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F-Tfeema fge SR™ Fof I €@ AT IR
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Buffaloes in Social and Economic Life of Toda

Professor V. Renuga Devi
Linguist, Madurai

ABSTRACT

Emenean has demonstrated that Toda is an independent language of the
Dravidian family, separated from a Common Tamil - Malayalam-Toda
background. Toda and nota are two languages of Tamil Nadu listed under
endangered languages list of UNESCO. Because Toda today number about
150. Their distinctive hairstyles and Toga like shawls. Though modernity
spread day-to-day but life of Todas they are still maintain their own
distinctiveness. Todas are vegetarians, and they keep these animals for their
milk product not for meat. These bubbaloes are very impaitentto the Todas,
both for economic and ritual reasons. Todas earn their income from their
heads by selling raw milk ghee and dung. Occasionally they sell their
buffalo and calf. Toda people relying and entirely on heading. To say that a
family is a wealthy family they have to own at least fifty buffaloes. In order
to make an adequate income sawfly from buffaloes, an average Toda family
of husband, wife with their three or four children needs a head of some
twelve to fifteen buffaloes. Nowdays one can see a few Toda families
without any for fubbaloes. ask may be because of encroach of modernity in
their pastaral life. Showing the dim prospect for pastoralism, attempts
where made to change Toda herdmen to agriculturalism. Traditional Toda
socially was so totally oriented economically, socially and ritually towards
the buffalo, they resist such change, one can witnessed the role of buffalo in
the social, economic and ritual life of Todas fully depended up on the
buffaloes. This paper ties to analyse the role of buffaloes in the social,
economic and ritual life of todas and also how it is slowly enchanting
because of the modernity.
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1.0 Introduction

High in the Nilgiris, the lovely ‘Blue Mountains’ of South India reside the
Todas. Toda people are a Dravidian Ethnic group who live in the Blue
Mountains of the Indian State of Tamilnadu. Before the 18™ century and
British colonization, the Toda co-existed locally with other ethnic
communities such as Kota, Badaga and Kurumba, in a loose caste — like
society, in which the Toda were the top ranking. During 20™ century the
Toda population has hovered in the range 700 to 900.

The Toda traditionally live in settlements called mund, consisting
of three to seven small thatched houses, constructed in the shape of half-
barrells and located across the slopes of the pasture on which they keep
domestic buffalo.

Their economy was pastrol based on the buffalo; whose dairy
products they trade with neighbouring peoples. Emeneau, the foremost
authority on the Toda language, has demonstrated it be an independent
language of the Dravidian family separated from a common Tamil-
Malayalam Toda background before beginning of Tamil records, that is
before the beginning of the Christian era (Emeneau, 1958:47-50)

Toda live in small settlements known as mod in their language but
more popularly called ‘munds’. These hamlets, widely scattered across the
Nilgiri grasslands. In 1976 there were 56 hamlets under permanent
occupation, with an average of seventeen persons per settlement; four other
mod were occupied during the dry-season migration of buffaloes to greener
pasures (Paul Hockings, 189).

2.0 Tota Settlement
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A traditional Toda settlement comprises one to five barrel-vaulted huts, a
buffalo pen and calf shed, and occasionally a separate calf pen. The
importance of buffalo in Toda life start from here. Equal to them they are
building pen to buffalo and its calf.

Most hamlets have at least one dairy building, which looks just like
the traditional dwellings; a few hamlets have up to three dairies. Surrounded
by ample grazing land for the buffaloes, settlements must have running
water and a sholce/copse.

Toda economic life for centuries revolved around their herds of
long-horned, short-legged and rather ferocious buffaloes. Todas keep these
animals only for their milk products not for meat. Todas have no crops of
any kind, and no occupation but the breeding of buffaloes, on whose milk
and butler they live.

Buffaloes are of two categories one s ‘temple’ or ‘sacred’ animals
and the other is ordinary domestic animals/beasts which are the main stray
of the Toda pastoral economy.

Toda religion features the sacred buffalo; consequently rituals are
performed for all dairy activities as well as for the ordination of dairymen-
priests. The religious and funerary rites provide the social context in which
complex poetic songs about the cult of the buffalo are composed and
chanted.

3.0 Physical Characteristics of Buffalo:

Long body with broad and deep chest, head is heavy and large with short
and stout limbs; neck region consists of two Chevron markings; long slim
tail with black switch; face is short and wide with a bread concave forehead.

Toda buffalo is a semi-wild breed of buffalo found in the Nilgiri

Hills of Tamilnadu. Among the Indian buffaloes it is a unique bread and
forms a genetically isolated population. The buffalo is considered to be
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quite powerful, and when situation demands they fight against wild animals
as a team.

4.0 Toda Culture:

Toda culture is buffalo centered and the prosperity of each mund is judged
by the number of buffaloes each one owns. The buffalo motif is
everywhere. Stones at the temple bear the motif of buffalo head, the cresent,
sun and stars. Every mund has a buffalo shed or ‘Thoorvash’ a circularly
large open space. The ‘Kodarsh’ is a small shed for the new born calves of
the temple buffaloes. Todas also believe in re-cornation, and follow an
elaborate funeral ceremony which involves the slaughter of buffaloes.

Todas believe in the next world, that is why they sacrifice the
buffaloes. If a man dies, he wants milk that is why Todas have thought that
the man and buffalo goes on the next world.

The dairies are the ‘temples’ of the Todas. Each one is located in a
special place away from the dwellings in order to preserve the building and
its contents from pollution by women or domestic implements. The milk of
the temple buffaloes is churned, according to a ritually prescribed routine to
make butter, butter-milk from most dairies may be distributed for domestic
consumption and the ghee may even be sold to the outsiders.

Domestic buffaloes may be milked by any layman and the milk is
sold raw or else is processed without ceremony in the dwelling huts.
Whereas the temple buffaloes are milked only by a ‘dairyman-priest’ who
has undergone special purificatory rites or ordination and their milk is
processed only in the daily huts.

5.0 Milk Man

The holy milk man who act as priest of the sacred dairy, is subject to a
variety of irksome and burdensome restrictions during the whole time or his
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incumbency which may last many years. He must live at the sacred dairy
and may never visit his home or any ordinary village. He must be a
celebrary if he is married, he must leave his wife. On no account any
ordinary person may touch the holy milkman or the holy dairy, such a touch
would be defile his holiness that he forfeit his office.

It is only on two days in a week viz., Mondays and Thursdays, that
a layman approach the milkman, on the other days if he has any business
with the milkman, the layman must stand at a distance (approximately
quarter of a mile) and shout his message across the intervening space.

The holy milkman never cuts his hair or pares his rails so long as
he holds office. He never crosses a river by a bridge, but wades through a
ford and only certain fords.

If a death occurs in milkman’s clan he may not attend any of the
funeral ceremonies, unless he first resigns his office and decends from the
exalted rank of milkman to that of a mere common layman. Whenever any
member of his clan departed the worldly life, the milkman had to resign the
seals or rather the pails his office.

The buffaloes had to be milked in the morning and evening, but for
most of the day they ranged freely and often unattended over their grazing
grounds. Once the milk was churned and the butter clarified to make ghee,
the Toda man was at leisure.

Toda women are prohibited from contact with the buffaloes or
their milk. They cooked the meals, cleaned the dwellings, the pestle, sieve
and broom have long been the ritual symbols of womanhood.

6.0 Toda Economy:

As time changes, nowadays the grazing buffaloes must be watched only by
a small boy, otherwise they stray into cultivated fields or afforestation
projects, and grain, pots and implements do not come from neighbours in
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exchange for dairy products. Todas now keep fewer buffaloes and generally
sell the milk raw rather than process it.

Even today buffaloes are still very important to the Todas both for
economic and ritual reasons. Todas derive income from their herds by
selling raw milk, ghee, dung and occasionally a buffalo or calf. Milk is sold
either to the government sponsored Nilgiri Co-operative Milk Society or to
the privately Neela Malai Milk Society or directly to tea and coffee shops.

Ghee is sold mostly to ghee merchants in the Nilgiri markets or
any private parties when there is a large quantity of milk does the owner
trouble to process it. Dung, formerly put to no use, now is sold as manure to
Nilgiri cultivators; for the few Todas who own very large herds it is a potent
money maker. Male buffalo calves and occasionally a full grown animal are
sold to batchers. Badgas sometimes buy Toda female buffaloes to augment
their herds.

In order to make an adequate income solely from buffaloes, an
average Toda family of husband, wife and three to four children needs a
herd of some twelve to fifteen heads. In 1975 more than half of all the Toda
families had too few buffaloes to subsist on herding alone; a full 25 percent
of all families owned on buffaloes at all. Relying entirely on herding, a
family needs to own upwards of fifty buffaloes to be wealthy. Only about 6
percent of all Toda families had such large herds in 1975 (Antony R.
Walker, 1989: 191).

Emeanau’s summary of the dairy cult, published eighty years ago,
is still well worth quoting. He wrote (1938: 111:12). The religion of the
Todas is a highly ritualized buffalo cult. Every important operation
connected with the buffaloes is conducted according to rule, milking and
converting the milk successively into butter and ghee, giving salt to the
buffaloes taking them on migration to fresh pastures, burning over the
pastures, giving a ‘buffalo’ a name when it has calved for the first time,
introducing new utensils into the dairy and preparing new coagulant for the
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milk, rebuilding and rethatching the dairy, consecrating dairymen and even
drinking, butter milk from the dairy. Infractions of the rules involve
pollution and most of the precautions surrounding the cult seem designed to
prevent pollution of the milk by contact with profane persons or utensils.
The milk, as the primary product, is most liable to pollution and the
successive operations finally result in ghee, which possesses so little
sanctity that it can be sold to outsiders”.

These remarks of Emeneau needs careful re-reading and each and
every elements mentioned may be elaborated into pages.

The buffaloes, dairies and dairymen are by no means of uniform
ritual status. Both the dairies and the buffaloes are graded into complex
hierarchy according to relative sanctity, and different rules pertain to each
grade. The high dairies and buffaloes are in the hierarchy, the more
elaborate is the ritual surrounding the daily tasks of the associated
dairyman, and the greater must be the purity in which the dairy, its
appurtenances and the dairyman himself are maintained.

Earlier a rough distinction between Toda ‘non-sacred’ and
‘sacred’, or domestic and temple buffaloes is shown. The Toda terms are
‘pityir’ and ‘postir’ respectively. The suffix —ir means female buffalo. All
Toda buffalo cows are to some extend sacred. The domestic ‘pityir’ are the
lowest grade, in the hierarchy, Toda do sometimes refer in general to the
higher grades of buffalo as pastir. All grades of Toda dairy barring only the
very highest, lower grade animals including even the domestic grade may
be milked by the officiating dairyman and their milk, mixed with that of the
higher grade animals churned in the dairy buildings.

It shows that sanctity pertains in the dairies rather than to the
buffaloes. All the female buffaloes are essentially sacred and pure, a higher-

grade dairy is not defiled when a lower grade buffalo is tended at it.

The dairy building has two rooms; the dairyman sleeps and eats in
the outer room and the dairy equipments kept in the inner room, where all
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important churning is performed. No one except a properly ordained
dairyman may enter this inner room. The man who operates this grade of
dairy is called polyxarpol (the man (ol) who milks at (xarp) the poly.

7.0 Ordination

An ordinary layman acquires the ritual purity required for this post through
an ordination ceremony that begins early in the morning at the daily where
he is to serve. The candidate washes his hands and changes to a dairyman’s
black loincloth. He then goes to the sacred dairy stream where he collects
seven leaves of a certain plant and a handful of young shoots. After pulping
the shoots on a stone, he dips them into the stream and squeezes the juice
three times onto one of the leaves, from which he drinks after raising it to
his forehead. He tosses the leaf back over his head and repeats the process
with each of the other leaves. Then he dips the pulped shoots again in water,
rubs them over himself three times, and puts them into his hair. After this he
returns to the dairy where he must ritually sweep the threshold and how to a
certain dairy pot. Then he can enter dairy, where he salutes the two
categories or dairy equipment. Finally, he picks up the sacred milking
vessel and goes out for his first duty, milking the postir given to his care.
This type of ordination is important for a milkman if he wants to milk the
temple or sacred buffaloes.

Toda’s life from womb to funeral pyre, the ritual high points are
oriented towards the sacred dairy cult. The primary concern is always to
maintain the purity of the dairy institutions. A life-event which is least
likely endangered the dairies’ purity viz., name-giving, ear piercing or
marriage, receives in this society the minimum ritualization. Event which
do endanger purity such as birth and death, are highly ritualized.

Nowadays the pastrol life of Today is declining because of several
factors. The most significant is shrinking pasture lands. Deforestation of
grassy slopes and flooding of valleys for hydro-electric projects by the
government have consumed huge tracts, and the Toda practice of leasing
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land to cultivators have also diminished their pastorl life. Large areas of
grassland required for feeding buffaloes are no longer available for many
Toda people.

Toda’s buffaloes are not practiced for stall-feeding. These
buffaloes are adopted to these hills, able to withstand extremes of weather
without shelter and to flourish on the coarse of Nilgiri grasses, but other
breeds require more care and have not fared well under the Toda style of
herding.

8.0 Conclusion

Finally the life of Todas from born to death is depended on the buffaloes
they own and their rituals are around their dairies. Thus the social,
economic, and religious life is associated with buffaloes. The role of
buffaloes are very much concerned in the life circle of Todas.
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Ethnicities as Mentioned in the Mahabharata: Transformation of
Popular Culture through Narratives

Dr. Somnath Sarkar
Associate Professor & Head, Dept. of Sanskrit, Kanchrapara College

Abstract:

The Mahabharata, one of the most widely read literary work of the world, is
also known for teachings on the Indian Knowledge systems. One of the
most striking features of the Mahabharata textual tradition is the fact that it
has come down in more than a dozen different languages of India.  This
happens because before the 18™ century, that is, before the introduction of
printing in India, Mahabharata was rendered into local vernacular
languages in a number of local scripts. Thus, in the Mahabharata textual
tradition the concomitance between script and version has, in many
instances, been considered a traditional feature of its evolution. This present
paper applies a two-fold approach to the study of Mediaeval Bengali
Mahabharata texts of popular type. Those texts are the specimen of multi-
dimensional literary form with its contemporary historio-cultural illustration
and also for the popular culture.

This epic contains several enumerations of tribes or clans. Almost
in every parvans of the text mention about the tribe. The Bahlikas were the
inhabitants of Balikha mentioned in the Ramayana and the Mahabharata.
Mahabharata mentions about a whole region inhabited by Sakas called
Sakadvipa to the north-west of ancient India. Madra is the name of an
ancient region and its inhabitants, located in the north-west division of the
ancient Indian sub-continent. Mahabharata describes the armies of the
madra kingdom led by the king Salya. The Mahabharata mention that the
Yadus or Yadavas, a confederacy comprising numerous clans were the
rulers of the Mathura region. The text also refers to the exodus of the
yadavas from Mathura to Dwaraka owing to pressure from the Paurava
rulers of Magadha, and probably also from the Kurus. In this present paper
an attempt has been made to analyze and critically examine the multi-
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dimensional forms of popular culture through narratives regarding ethnic
groups of the Mahabharata.

Key words: ecthnicities, tribes, clans, popular culture, narratives, historio-
cultural illustration, epic society.

Main Article

The Mahabharata, one of the most widely read literary work of the world, is
also known for teachings on the Indian Knowledge systems. One of the
most striking features of the Mahabharata textual tradition is the fact that it
has come down in more than a dozen different languages of India. This
happens because before the 18™ century, that is, before the introduction of
printing in India, Mahabharata was rendered into local vernacular
languages in a number of local scripts. Thus, in the Mahabharata textual
tradition the concomitance between script and version has, in many
instances, been considered a traditional feature of its evolution. This present
paper applies a two-fold approach to the study of Mediacval Bengali
Mahabharata texts of popular type. Those texts are the specimen of multi-
dimensional literary form with its contemporary historio-cultural illustration
and also for the popular Culture.

The Mahabharata corpus, as it has come down to us, has evolved,
absorbed and incorporated many traditions across the centuries, particularly
during the period between the 2™ century BCE and the 2™ century CE when
it was mainly compiled. As it developed from Jaya to Bharata to
Mahabharata, it became the story of the people of all India. Indeed, the
Mahabharata is a great assemblage of peoples. The Mahabharata, probably
the first comprehensive ethnography of India, has been explored as such by
scholars, particularly historians, who have generally applied the colonial
concept of tribe to describe the people or jana. Certainly the Mahabharata
presents a picture of a mixed society with people, particularly rulers,
marrying across social groups, speaking different languages and practising
different cultures, and of an emerging synthesis, which has been the
hallmark of Indian civilization from the beginning. As mentioned earlier,
the Mahabharata is the most comprehensive ethnography of ancient Indiain
terms of the identification and listing of communities or janas and their
territories or janapada. They were 363 of them in all. The Mahabharata
mentions jati occasionallyas segments of jana; for example, various jatis of
Kiratas are mentioned, or jati and jana seem to be interchangeable terms.
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There is also a mention of kula. The best example in the text is the episode
of Kirata and Arjuna in the Vanaparvan.

In the Mahabharata (Mbh), perhaps the longest epic poem in the
world, we find many legends of folk character knitted along with the
principal theme. Folklore elements can be detected in many of these stories,
which are often unlinked with the principal theme of the epic. If ‘folklore
denotes as William J. Thoms suggests, “the beliefs, traditions, legends,
customs, and superstitions of the people, a good number of the secondary
stories of the Mbh. can be drawn in this category of folk literature When the
Mbh. is called Purana, Akhyana, Gatha etc it is indicated that these terms
denote the store of the secondary tales of the Mbh. The nature of this motley
o stories may be viewed from another angle. Folklore, as we know, is never
static and it travels through the oral and literary traditions of succeeding
societies. Sometimes the stories are handed down from generation to
generation.

Kirata and Arjuna-episode narrated in the Vanaparvan of the Mbh.
is a very interesting tale which has exerted tremendous influence on
narratives ‘and folk culture of subsequent ages. In this episode Arjuna is
seer to have pleased Mahadeva in the form of Kirata and ir this aspect
Arjuna’s personality is far from the romantic one.

At Yudhisthira’s command, Arjuna with his celestial bow and a
sword of golden colour entered the dense and terrible forest at the foot of
the Himalayas, and there he devoted himself to ascetic austerities. The
forest was full of thorny plants, trees, flowers, and fruits of various kinds. It
was inhabited by variety of creatures, animals, siddhas and caranas—

nanapuspa-phalopetam nanapaksi-nisevitam |

nanamrga-ganakinam siddhacarana sevitam!|’ (Van. 38.15)

The forest was destitute of human beings (manusavarjitam)? and
sounds of conchs and drums were being heard in the heaven. A thick
shower of flowers fell upon him from the sky. Passing over the thorny wood
Arjuna reached the breast of the Himalayas (himavat-prsthe’. He was

1 Mahabharata, Vanaparvan, 39.13.
2 Ibid., 39.14.
3 Ibid., 39.16.
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delighted at the sight of several rivers resonant with soothing notes of male
cuckoos, and the notes of peacocks and cranes.

The charming banks of rivers created in his mind great pleasure. In

that woody region he started his rigid austerities. Clad in grass-made rags,
furnished with a black deer-skin and a stick, he commenced his penance
there, in the beginning eating only dry leaves fallen on the ground. He
passed the first month by taking fruits at the interval of three nights (ptirne
plirne triratresu masam ekam phalasanam)?, the second by eating at the
interval of six days and the third month by eating at the gap of fifteen days
(paksen@haram acaran)’. During the fourth month he refrained froth eating
(vayu-bhaksa)®.
With hands uplifted and taking no support and standing on the tips of his
toes he carried on his austerities for days together. In consequence of
regular bath, part of his locks attained the hue of lightning and other part of
that of lotus .

Then sages having come to know about Arjuna’s fierce asceticism
approached Mahadeva and intimated the affair to him. They also expressed
their anxiety in regard to the intention of Arjuna. Mahadeva assured the
sages that he was aware of the desire in Arjuna’s mind and told them that
Arjuna was not wishing for heaven, or prosperity or for long life (nasya
svargasprha kaficin nai$§varasya na cayusah)’. Receiving consolence, the
sages with delighted heart returned to their respective residences.

Then Mahadeva assumed the form of a Kirata, dazzling like a
golden tree (kaficana-druma-sannibham)?®, took up a handsome bow and a
number of arrows resembling snakes and went to the place of Arjuna’s
penance. Mahadeva was accompanied by Uma in the guise of a Kirata
woman. Many other ladies and the Bhutas decorated with various dress
followed the God of Gods. As a result, a grand beauty pervaded the place.

4 Ibid., 39.21.
5 Ibid., 39.22.

6 Ibid., 39.23.
7 1bid., 39.29.

8 Ibid., 40.02.
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But all of a sudden, the forest region became still and the sounds of springs
and birds came to a stop. —

ksanena tad vanam sarvam nih$§abdam abhavat tadal

nadah prasravanafica paksinam capy uparamat |1’ (39.15)
When Mahadeva was nearing Arjuna, he saw the Danava by name Mika
trying, in the form of a boar, to kill him. Arjuna luckily saw the boar and
knowing his evil intention, took up the Gandiva weapon and a number of
arrows looking like poisonous snakes. He addressed the boar and said — “I
am a newcomer here and have no intention to cause any injury to anyone.
As you have planned to kill me, I shall take you to the abode of Yama”.
When Arjuna was on the point of discharging the arrow, Mahadeva in the
form of the Kirata stopped him saying that it was he who had set an arrow
on the boar first. Phalguna i.e Arjuna, however, disregarding those words
launched an attack on the boar. The Kirata targeted at the same object an
arrow resembling flaming fire and swift-moving like the thunder bold.

These two arrows were discharged simultaneously, and these fell
upon the body of Mika at the same instant (tau muktau sayakau tabhyam
samam tatra nipete tau)'’, generating thunderous sound. Miika again was
struck by numerous snake-like arrows produced from the two shafts of the
two heroes and assuming the form of a Raksasa he fell dead on the ground.
Arjuna, now, beheld before him the Kirata having the form of blazing gold
(purusam kaficanaprabham)'' and accompanied by a band of damsels.
Arjuna smilingly wanted to know from him as to who he was, roaming in
the solitary forest, surrounded by women. He further stated that the Raksasa
came first to him and had been first aimed at by him. Arjuna reprimanded
the. Kirata for breaching the hunting procedure, as a hunter never hunts a
prey afready aimed at by another hunter. As the Kirata’s behaviour was
against the customs of hunting, Arjuna threatened him that he would take
his life.

Mahadeva smiled and softly said that he (Arjuna) should not be
afraid of him; this forest was the proper abode for the Kiratas, and not for
the newcomers like the present ascetic who was delicate and accustomed to
luxury. Mahadeva advised him to leave the solitary forest. Arjuna boldly
remarked that depending on the Gaufiva and the arrowas called Narca

9 Ibid., 40.06.
10 Ibid., 40.14.

11 Ibid., 40.17.
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blazing like fire, he would live in this forest. He reminded the Kirata that
the terrible demon that appeared before him in the form of an animal to kill
him had been slain by him. Mahadeva said that he was the first who had
killed the beast with an arrow shot by himself from his bow; the beast came
here as his target and so it was under the total possession of the Kirata
whose strike deprived the beast of its life. The Kirata (Mahadeva) warned
Arjuna not to show his pride in front of him or else he would be separated
from his life. He challenged Arjuna to be equipped with his arrow and to
come forward to fight with him.

Arjuna became angry and attacked the Kirata with his arrow.
Mahadeva, however, with a thrilled heart received the shafts upom himself
and passed insulting remarks against Arjuna. In the fight that ensued,
Arjuna began to shower arrows on the Kirata, but Mahadeva cheerfully
received that downpour on his body. Mahadeva bearing the shower of
arrows remainded unwounded and unmoved like a hill (aksatena Sarirena
tasthau girir ivacalah)'?. Arjuna became astonished, beholding all his arrows
ineffective against the Kirata, and exclaimed, “Excellent, Excellent”.
Arjuna wae seriously anxious to know the real identity of the Kirata. A
reflection transpired in his mind that as his rival could easily bear the force
of thousands of arrows shot by him, the former could be none other than
Mahadeva. Soon after Arjuna’s arrows became exhausted, noticing which
he was terribly alarmed. He then engaged in fighting with his divine bow
only, as there was no arrow left with him, but that bow was also swallowed
by the God Arjuna then took up his sword, rushed to the foe, and with the
whole might of his arm, struck it upon the head of the Kirata. But at the
touch of the Kirata’s head, the sword broke into pieces. The Kirata then
withstood the shower of trees and stones that were thrown from Arjuna’s
side.Then the terrible conflict of blows lasted for a moment, resulting in
total helplessness of Arjuna. In consequence of the dual fighting involving
in high pressure of the arms and breasts of the two fighting heroes, their
bodies started to emit smoke like charcoal fire,

tayor bhujavinispesat samgharsenorasa stathal

samajayata gatresu pavako’ngaradhimavanl!|”? (Van., 39.60)
Mahadeva attacked Arjuna in anger with full energy, deprived him of his
senses and made him incapable of motion. Arjuna’s limbs were male
bruised and mutilated as a result. ofbich-he became motionless and reduced

12 Ibid., 40.27.

13 Ibid., 40.48.
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to a lump of flesh. He fell down on the earth breathless and looked like a
corpse.

After a short span of time, Arjuna regained his consiousness and
seeing his body covered with blood, became overcome with grief. He made
a clay idol of Lord Siva, and worshipped it with oblation of floral garlands.
But to his astonishment, Arjuna saw the garland, offered to the idol of Siva,
resting on the head of the Kirata. At this incident, Arjuna became filled with
joy and recovered his full senses.

tac ca malyam tada parthah kirata-$irasi sihitam |

apaSyat pandavasrestho harsena prakrtim gatah 1" (Van., 39.66)
Knowing the identity of the Kirata, Arjuna prostrated himself at his feet.
The God, beholding the amazement caused to Arjuna (jatavismayam
alokya)" and noticing his body emaciated because of rigorous austerities,
said to him that he had been pleased with him for his unparalleled act
Mahadeva assured that he would give Arjuna the vision with which he
would be able to vanquish all his foes, even the dwellers of the heaven and
as Mahadeva was pleased with him, he would grant him an irresistible
weapon (dasyami yad astram anivaritam)'®, Arjuna, being convinced that
the God was pleased with him, worshipped Mahadeva with the recitation of
several laudatory verses. At the God’s grace, Arjuna’s body became free
from pain and disease. Mahadeva expressed his willingness to grant Arjuna
any boon of his choice. The latter desired to have the celestial but terrible
Pasupata weapon, also named as Brahmairas. Arjuna sought the favour of
Mahadeva so that under his grace and with the help of the Pasupata weapon,
he would be able to annihilate and burn to death Bhisma, Drona, Krpa and
Karna of ever abusive tongue in the ensuing terrible conflict, and could
complete the extinction of the inimical Danavas, Raksasas, evil spirits,
Pisacas, Gandharvas and Nagas. Arjuna requested the God to grant him the
favour that the Pasupata weapon, when hurled with mantras, might produce
alas i.e darts by thousands, fierce-looking maces, and poisonous arrows.
Lastly Arjuna expressed his foremost desire that through the grace of Lord
Pasupati, he might be able to fight with all his enemies and obtain success.

14 Ibid., 40.52.
15 Ibid., 41.02.

16 Ibid., 41.06.
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The prayer was obviously granted to him by the Lord of the Gods.
Here the principal theme of the Kirata Arjuna episode, where Arjuna, the
superb archer, pleases Lord Mahadeva in the form of a Kirata, comes to the
end.

The dramatic representation of the penance, consumption of the
forest food, diet, fasting etc. of Arjuna, and his conflict and sulsequent
suffering at the hand of the Kirata can be artistically shown on the stage in a
forest background.

Modern performers may remain faithful to the spirit of the epic
tale, but with moderation and refined dialogues their presentation can be
accepted as a creative art for its general ecstatic appeal to the connoisseur.
The Director of the dance-drama (better to call it in Bengali a pa/a) should
note here that the body of the actor performing the role of the Kirata should
have yellow painting, as in the present Mbh-episode, the Kirata is stated as
having the resemblance of a tree of gold and Arjuna is said to have seen a
man, shining like gold (dadarsatha tato jisnuh purusam Kkaficana-
prabhavam)"’.

Taking all the material including dialogues and the natural set-up
from the Kirata-Arjuna episode described in the Vanaparvan of the Mbh.,
an interesting script and choreography can be prepared to satisfy the taste of
the viewers for the popular culture. Above is the best example of multi-
dimensional approaches of popular culture through narratives.

This epic contains several enumerations of tribes or clans. Almost every
parvans of the text mentions about the tribe.'"® The Bahlikas were the
inhabitants of Balikha mentioned in the Ramayana and the Mahabharata.
Mahabharata mentions about a whole region inhabited by Sakas called
Sakadvipa to the north-west of ancient India. Madra is the name of an
ancient region and its inhabitants, located in the north-west division of the
ancient Indian sub-continent. Mahabharata describes the armies of the
madra kingdom led by the king Salya. The Mahabharata mention that the
Yadus or Yadavas, a confederacy comprising numerous clans were the
rulers of the Mathura region. The text also refers to the exodus of the
yadavas from Mathura to Dwaraka owing to pressure from the Paurava
rulers of Magadha, and probably also from the Kurus. In this present paper

17 Ibid., 41.09.

18 Mahabharata, Sﬁntiparvan, 65.13.
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an attempt has been made to analyze and critically examine the multi-
dimensional forms of popular culture through narratives regarding ethnic
groups of the Mahabharata. For example Madra is the most important clan
in this regard. The Madra kingdom was a kingdom grouped among the
western kingdoms in the epic Mahabharata. Madii’s brother Salya was the
king of Madra. Though affectionate to the pandavas, he was tricked to give
support to Duryodhana during the Kuruksetra war."” Madra was an ancient
state on the other side of the Himalayas in the north which was also called
Uttarakurudesa according to Aitareya-brahmana text and mentioned as a
non Aryan living country.

Among the tribes termed ‘Mleccha’ were Sakas, Hunas, Yavanas,
Kambojas, Pahlabas, Bahlikas and Rishikas. The text Amarakosa of
Amarasimha described the Kiratas, Pulindas as mleccha jafis™. The
Manusmrti®' states that the Khasas and several other tribes like Sakas,
Yavanas, Kambojas, Paradas, Bahlikas were originally noble ksatriya, but
later, due to their non-observance of valorous ksatriya codes and neglect of
chivalry, they had gradually sunken to the status of mlecchas.

The Mahabharata contains a collection of knowledge of past
societies, transmitted to future societies for the preservation of Being, where
Being is ‘to be of culture’, meaning the protection of existence facilitated on
a cognitive level. Through the popular narrative traditions the Mahabharata
stands its rich position in Indian knowledge system.
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Abstract

One of the reforms to be observed in the household is the reform
called 'marriage’. This marital ceremony is very enthusiastic for all of
us. The bride and groom have to perform various rituals in this
ceremony. References of these folk customs in wedding ceremonies
can be traced in various Grihya sutras. Those are still relevant today.
Several Marriage customs are discussed in the seventh to eighth
volumes of the first chapter of the Rig-Veda Ashvalayana Grihya-
Sutra and in the fifth to seventeenth chapters of the first chapter of
the Shankhayan-Grihya Sutra. However, these rituals are mentioned
not only in the Ashvalayana and Shankhayana Grihya-sutras, but
also in the Rig-Veda’s Kaushitaki, Samveda’s Govil and
Shuklayajurveda’s Parskar Grihya-sutras. Even today we notice
these rituals in wedding ceremonies. In this paper, | will try to discuss
the marriage rituals mentioned in the Grihya-Sutras and its
prevalence in the present society in order to gain proper knowledge
about the ‘marriage’ reform.

Keyword: Kanyalakshana, Kanyapariksha, stone-climbing, Lajhoma,
Saptapadi Gamana, Sammukhikaran, Kanyasnana, Panapratha.
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Abstract:

Science and Technology plays an important role in the economic growth of
any Nation. It can be seen in case of Europe after industrial revolution.
India was also known for knowledge tradition and this impacted
environment or society too. Ratha or Chariot was one type of carriage
driven by Charioteers. In Sanskrit ‘Rathakara’ means a chariot-maker, who
is able to built different types of Rathas. During Vedic period, Ratha was
the main vehicle because it was the most speedy vehicle in which kings,
sometimes queens and noblemen used to travel. Sometimes it also carried
goods and passengers. Some chariots were used in war also. In Rgveda
Rbhus and Tastre were also seemed to be as Rathakara and Rathakara used
to enjoy high as status. According to different Srautasiitras they used to
perform many sacrifices also. In Rajasliya sacrifice they are placed as
Ratnin i.e., receivers of jewels. Thus, it can be said that the people behind
useful technology system were seen as important ones.

Various indigenous technologies were applied to deliver a Ratha
which is mentioned in Vedic literature and this paper will cover the
analytical exposition about the importance of Chariot and Chariot-building
in ancient age and the status of such skilled person as contributors towards
technology in use. Today digital engineers enjoy such status and in that time
these Rathakaras, were given importance. But with advent of new
technology their space was confined to history only. Similar will hold true
in current environment with change in technological requirement. So,
importance of Ratha (Chariot) and Rathakara (Charioteer) will be discussed
in brief in this small aspect of Indian Knowledge and its social impact in
environment.
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1.0 Introduction:

In ancient India technology played important role in development of
society, and use of wheels in chariots was one such aspect in that era. At
that time Chariot or Ratha was the area for contribution for architects or
engineers. It is to be noted that people holding useful skills in any age
where like Vi$vakarma or Engineer as per Indian Tradition. Vedic culture is
very much authentic in distribution of duties according to efficiency of the
persons. Therefore the structure of Vedic society has its depth in
distribution of duties of different Varnas. Four castes Brahmana, Kastriya,
Vaiéya and Siidra served the society in different way. In later period of the
Rgveda first identified the four Varnas'. Moreover we find many other
vocational classes also served the society by their own manual labour in
later Vedic period. Carpentry work, leather work, Chariot-building etc were
the main sources of manual labour. Among them Chariot-building process
seemed to be one of the most popular occupation to the Rathakaras in those
days. The word ‘Ratha’ denotes chariot in Rgveda and later period also and
the word Rathakara denotes as a professional caste, means a chariot-maker
in later. Many hymns are also found in the Rgveda praising the Ratha and
the creator of the Ratha. It seems that the technology of chariot-building
process was hidden here. Since the time of Atharvaveda, Rathakaras had a
signified role in society, as well as they were identified as different castes?.
At that time there were a growing necessity of chariots and Rathakaras had
important values in those days .

Thus it can be said that the main technology system was known to
general people in those days.

2.0 Identification of Chariot-maker or Rathakaras in ancient India:

The Vedic society depends on four principal castes like Brahmana,
Kastriya, Vaisya and Siidra. It was seen first time in Rgvedic period; four
distinct castes were referred to in the Purusa-sukta. But there were many
mixed classes namely Rathakara, Nisada etc were also mentioned along
with the four castes in later. Rathakaras played an important position among
the four castes in Vedic society. They were mentioned in several scriptures
such as Rgveda, later Samhitas, Brahmanas, Sttra literature and also in later

! brahmanosya mukhamasidvahu rajanya kta .
udu tadasya yadvaisya padbhyam Sudra ajayata , Rgveda 10. 90. 12
>AV.3.56,7
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Sastras. But their social status was not always uniform, at times they
enjoyed dignified position at par with the three upper castes and at some
other time they were treated as belonging to the lower strata of society. In
Vedas they were identified with two deities Rbhus and Tastre’. Rbhus were
known as the good artisan who made Chariots and other crafts also.They
were the disciple of Tastre and sons of Sage Angira®. It seems that for their
wonderful craftsmanship they became God from the man.

It is said that in the Vedic Literature Rathakaras occupied a pre-
eminent position among the people of many other vocations. Since the time
of Atharvaveda they continued to be familiar as a distinct vocational class
in society. Their main duty was to make different types of chariots. At that
time there were growing necessity of chariots, so chariot-making was
considered to be one of the most important vocations in those days.

In post Vedic period Rathakaras were mentioned in different
identifications. Among the Srautasiitras, Apastamba Srautasiitra mentioned
that they were not a separate caste, e.g. according to Apastamba Rathakaras
mean that who belonged to three upper castes, but not as separate caste and
they were mentioned as Dvija®. It was clearly referred to Bhasya of Rudra
Datta on Apastamba Srautasiitra that those who were the three upper castes
have embraced the profession chariot making, called Rathakara®.
Mimamsakara Jaimini’ differs that ‘Rathakara’ means an inferior caste from
the upper three castes. Thus, according to him they were known as
Saudhanvanas who were the certain class, lower from the others three
classes but placed as high rank from the Stidra. Thus it seems that chariot
making was not prohibited for the higher three castes in ancient period and
Baudhayana also mentioned them not as a separate castes®.

But in Katyayana Srautasiitra they were regarded as mixed castes’.
It seems that they might be belonged as separate mixed castes. The
Sulvasiitra - Vritti on Katyana Srautasiitra stated that they were the

*Rgveda, 1.111.1,1.20.3

“Rgveda 1.111.1

* kimatra rathakara iti dvijatibhyamyayati yasyantarprabhavasya grahanam netyah,
Rudra Datta’s Bhasya on Ap. $.S.5.3.18

® trisu varnesu antarbhuteva svabrttikarsita ye ratham, kurvanti tesam
adhyankalah, Rudra Datta’s Bhasya on Ap.S.S.5.3.19

7PMS 6.1.50

®Bau. $. S.2.12.15

°Kat. $.S. 1.1.9
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offspring of Mahisya and Karani'’. ‘Mahisya’ means a son of KSatriya
husband and a VaiSya wife and Karanl means daughter of VaiSya husband
and a Sadra wife. Thus they were lower than the Vaisya and higher than the
Stidra in status. According to Baudhiyana Dharmasitra they were the
offspring of Vaiéya husband and Stdra wife!'. In later Yajiavalkya
Samhita also treated them as mixed separate castes'.

The following charts represents the origin of Rathakara in Vedic society.

According to Apastamba Srautasiitra they were not treated as a separate
mixed caste, the Bhasya (interpretation) written on the basis of Apastamba
Srautasiitra observed that anyone belonging to Brahmana, Ksatriya and
Vaisya could choose his the vocation of making chariots voluntarily and
became a Rathakara'. Though they were regarded as a mixed caste in some
Srautasiitras but also they were entitled to wear sacred thread (Upanayana)
along with other higher castes'.

3.0 Role of Rathakaras in ancient Indian tradition:

i) Role Rathakaras in Performance of Vedic Sacrifices:

Many Srautasiitras referred to them as performers of sacrifices e.g.,
according to Latyayana Rathakaras were included in the Aryan stocks and
could perform sacrifices'®. In Varaha Srautasitra it is stated that Rathakaras
perform Vedic sacrifices like the three higher castes's. According to Some
Srautasiitras Rathakaras could also perform it after then. Even they had their

10 Sulvasutra-vrtti on Kat. $.S.1.1.9

" yaiSyacchudranamrathakarah, Bau.D.S 1.9.17.5

2yal.Sam. 1.93, 95

B ye trayanam varnanametat karma kuryustesam eva kalah , Ap. $.S.5.3.19

" trisu varnesu antarbhuta eva svabyittikar$ita ye ratham kurvanti tesam ayam
adhyankalah, Rudra Datta’s Bhasya on Ap.$.S.5.3.19

Lat. $.S.8.2.8

®varh. $.S. 1.1.1.4
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own season in the sacrifice like the upper three castes. The Brahmanas and
Srautasiitras mentioned that they performed Agnyadhana in rainy season.
The vogue of this rule indicates that they were eligible to perform
Agnyadhana.

The Vardha Srautasiitra enlisted the Rathakaras along with the
higher castes as performers of the Vedic rites'”. Thus it seems that some
Rathakaras performed sacrificial rituals and they were also passive
construction engaged in their vocation of chariot-making or some
Rathakaras enjoined only their profession as chariot- maker.

ii) Role of Rathakaras in Political Power

Rathakaras not only perform Vedic rites, but they had also political power.
It was seen that the homes of the Rathakaras were sometimes necessary for
the political rites like Rajastiya and Asvamedha sacrifices. On the occasion
of Asvamedha sacrifice also the houses of Rathakaras were chosen as the
resting places for Asvas and for the gang of armoured soldiers who were in
charge of guarding those Aévas.

Rathakaras played a very important part in Rajastiya sacrifice as
Ratnins. Apastamba Srautasiitra mentioned that in Rajasiiya sacrifice they
played the role of recipients of the offering'®. The king himself went to the
houses of Rathakaras for the performance of offering gems to the gods as a
part of Rajasiiya sacrifice. In Atharvaveda also the Rathakaras mentioned as
one of those who were to be subject to the King".

The above mentioned facts indicate that their position was higher
as well as their political importance was reflected in the Vedic society.
Their relationship with the Ksatriya kings signifies that they assumed
considerable political importance.

iii) Role of Rathakaras in Chariot-making:

The Gods who built the chariots were said to be the Rbhus. They were
known as very knowledgeable and experienced artisan. They built many
types of arts and crafts. It seems that the knowledge of science is hidden in
Vedas. Though the exact name of Rathakara was not found in Rgveda, but
the innovation of craftsmanship, it has proved that they were identified with

Y brahmanksatriyarathakaranam, Varh. $.S. 1.1.1.4

8 __taksarathakaryoh grhe, Ap.S.8.18.10.17, taksyoh rathakarsya va ityeke , Ibid,
18.10.19

YAV.3.5.6
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two deities Rbhus and Tastre. It is mentioned in Rgveda that Rbhus made
the Chariots for the purpose of nasatya.i.e. A$vini®®. They made chariots
which were most speedy and easy to drive, a very knowledgeable artist who
knew how to make well the Chariots.

Over and above this the chariot-making was referred to as an important
work in the Vedic age and that’s why the role of Rathakaras found frequent
mention in various Vedic texts also. Setting apart the beautifully carved and
well crafted outer covering of chariots, the building up of chassis or the
main skeletons required particular skill and expertise. From the mention in
Satapatha Brahamana® about various methods of chariot making it is
known that the Rathakaras were quite conversant in this job. As the
vocation of chariot-making played an important part in social life in those
days the chariot-makers were widely accepted as engineers or architect.
From the Sitras of later period we know of their wonderful innovations in
the craftsmanship of chariot makings.

4.0 Tradition of Chariots or Rathas in Vedic- texts:

4.1 Identification of Ratha or Chariot :

Carts and Chariots were the main vehicles during the Vedic period in land.
Among them Chariots were the most speedy land vehicle of the times
carrying goods and passengers®. There are various description of Chariots
were found in Vedas®.

The Rgveda X.85.20 and I11.53.19 hymns consist of praising and
describing Rathas. Even it is seen before various deities were compared
with this Ratha. These Chariots are used by Asvinikumara , Indra and
Usa* . The chariot could go far”. Generally Chariots had four wheels and
Chariots with three wheels are considered to be the oldest®. The Vedas also
mention hundreds of chakras of Chariots?’.

* taksannasatyabhyam parispanam sukham ratham, Rgveda 1.20.3
# Sat. Br. 1.4.2.15

2 Pat1.1.70; 1

»Rgveda 1.34

*Ibid, 5.80.1

» Ibid, 1.34.1

*Ibid, 1.34.2,9

7 _rathaih $atapadbhih sala$vaih, ibid, 1.116.4
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These Chariots were generally driven by two horses. Occasionally
six horses with Chariots are mentioned®. The Atharva Veda mentions two
or three and sometimes four horses” and the Rgveda mentions donkeys
with Chariots*. Evidence of this is found in the Atharva Veda that the king
Pariksita used Chariot with twenty donkeys®'. According to Patanjali it was
drawn by donkeys also®’. The use of mules in chariots can be noticed in
Atharva veda® . But sometimes it was drawn by Rsabha i.e. the bull*. The
Chariot had a cloth — canopy over it. The seats of the chariot were covered
neither with woollen cloth or with skin. The charioteer or Rathakara holds
the reins (Ra$mi) to control the horses and urged them for speed on with a
whip. According to Vajasaneyl Samhita and Atharva-veda ‘Rathagrstha’
denotes a skilled charioteer. The person who was driving the chariots
known as Praveta , Sarathi , Suta or Prajita®.

4.2 Identification of different Parts of Ratha or Chariot:

The Chariots had different parts and portion. Rgveda mentions Chariot had
triangular in shape®®. The edge of the chariots was called dhu or yanmukh
and the wheels of the chariot or Ratha known as Chakra or Rathanga and
edge of the wheels was called nemi or Pradhi. There are also names of
different parts of Chariots like Nemi, Chakra , Navi , Pindika and
Jugandhara etc*’. In Rgveda chariots had generally two wheels which were
called Cakra and the wheels consisted of a rim (Pavi) , a felly (Pradhi) ,
spokes (Ara) and a nave (Nabhya) *. The rim and the felly together
constitute the Nemi and the hole in the nave was called Kha. The axle was
attached the body of the chariot (Kosa) , was inserted into the Kha.
Sometimes a solid wheel was used. The following pictures show the
different parts of the Chariots in Rgvedic period.

% Ibid, 1.116.4
®AV,20.1.27

¥ Rgveda 1.34.9
AV.,20.1.27

%2 Pat. 1.1.70; 1

¥ AV.8.8.22.

*Rgveda, 1.116.18.

* Amarkosa. 2.157

% kva tri cakra trivrtorathasya..., Rgveda, 1.34.9
¥ Amarkosa. 2.144-152

¥ Rgveda .1.32.15, X.78.4
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Diagram of Chariot or Ratha in Ancient India (Rgveda)
Svetasvatara Upanisad gives the details of the wheel of Chariot. The wheel
has Nemi with three tyres, sixteen ends, fifty spokes and twenty counter —
spokes and six sets of eight “tamekanemim trivrtam Sorosantam Satadharam
visati patyarabhih, astokaih sarbhih ravis§varopekapasam trimargam bhedam
dvinimitteikamoham”’. .

Some woods are essential to make the different parts of the
chariots. Khadira and Sisampa woods were used to harden the Chariots
parts®. The materials used in its construction was wood, except for rim of
the wheel* mentions the wood which was used in the circle of the wheels,
called Pindika or Navi*'. The wood of the below of the chariot was called
anukarma®. It is seen that some axes made of Aratus wood.

4.3 Identification of Chariots or Rathas in later Vedic texts:

During the Vedic period chariots were not only used as vehicles but
growing of its necessity increased day to day and men showing its
importance tried to apply the shape or name of the Ratha or chariot in
sacrifice. The Srautasitras mentioned wonderful —innovations of
craftsmanship of Chariot -making. In many Srautasiitras different types of
Chariots like ‘Asva-ratha’ and ‘Asvatari-yukta white chariot ($veta-ratha) ’
were mentioned as Dashina while performing Rajasiiya and Vajapeya

*Rgveda, 3.53.19

“ A.A, Macdonell& A.B. keith , Vedic Index , Vol .11, P.203
“ Amarkosa , 2.147

“1bid, 2.143-152
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sacrifices®. The white chariots were made by silver or other valuable metals
which increased the beauty of these Rathas.

In Sulvasiitras of Vedangas it is seen that Vedic alter was made as
the shape and structure of the chariots or Ratha. Therefore, we come to
know about the process of chariot-building in those days. The name of the
Vedic alter was called ‘Citi’. The Citi shaped a circular angle. A circular
Citi which is constructed like a solid wheel is used for a present-day cart for
carrying stones by Vadura. But in Vedic period such solid wheel was used
for a chariot i.e Ratha, hence was called as a ‘Ratha-cakra Citi’. Various
methods were applied to make Ratha-cakra Citi*.

Baudhyana Sulvasiitra mentioned varies dimensions or rules to
make Ratha-cakra Citi, so according to Baudhyana Sulvasﬁtra, ratha-
chakrachitam chinvanteti bijiayate®”. The procedure to construct a Citi in
the shape of chariot wheel with spokes (Sarayuktani ) and with Pradhis (
chakrasya antabhagh: ) . At first a circle is drawn. The area of the circle is
7|1/2 sq. Paridhis. Then the circumscribed square is drawn. The Sulvasitra
described the process of arrangement of the bricks. The number of bricks
within the square = 12 x 12= 144. The mediate outside contents = 6 x 4=24.
The rest of the boundary portion can be completed by 8 x 4= 32. Thus total
number of bricks =200. This is the process to make Pradhiyukta Ratha-
cakra Citi*.
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“Aév.S.8.9.11.24

*“ R.P.Kulkarni , Layout and Construction of Cities..., Intro , P.1
* Bau. Su.S. 5.1

% Apastamba Sulvasitra 12.16-17
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Constuction of Pradhiyukta Ratha-cakra Citi (Apastamba
Sulvasiitral2.16-17)

Thus, setting apart, the chariots were beautifully carved and well-crafted.
The outer covering of chariots, the building up of chassis or the main
skeletons required particular skill and expertise. Sufficient skill and
efficiency were required to make these chariots.

From the Vedic period to the Mauryan period, the construction
methods were gradually developed. There are references to the composition
of Vedic texts and its types.

4.4 Identification of different types of Ratha or Chariot:

The variation of chariots is found with the application of different purpose
of Rathas in the then society. The reference of chariots is mentioned in
sacrifice. Sometimes chariots and its wheels were compared with different
sacrifices like the Dar$apurnamasa sacrifice offerings are mentioned as
‘running race’, described in Satapath Brahmana. In Taittereya Brahmana
Asva-ratha’ and ‘Ag$vatari-yukta white chariot (S§veta-ratha) were referred as
name of chariots with horse and white horses. It is seen in Katha Upanisad
that horses were yoked to the Chariots*’. Mules with chariots are mentioned
in Chandyogya Upanisad also*® .

Sometimes name of the roads were referred as chariot. According
to Patanjali the special roads which is constructed for the chariot was called
‘rathya’, rathaya hita rathya ' %.

Some Chariot or Ratha were used only for war , thus in war the
name of the chariots are different like the two words Syandan and Satanga
were the names of the chariots used in the war®. The covering on the
chariots was called Rath Gupti to protect self defence from the enemy®' and

the name of the warrior in the chariot was called ‘rathi'>.

Sometimes the Chariots were named after the names of the
different animals. Thus As$va-ratha (Chariot drawn by horses) , Ustra-ratha (

7 Kath. Up. 1.33.3-6
* Chand.Up. 1V.2.1
“9Pat. V.1.60

® Amarkosa. 2.133.
* Ibid .2.149.

2 1bid . 2. 157
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drawn by the camel) and Gardhava-rathas ( drawn by donkeys) *. The
synonyms of the chariot is found in Amarko$a such as Rathya and
Rathakadya™.

In Arthasdastra, Kautilya mentioned several kinds of chariots and
their sizes. One ten Purusas i.e 120 angulas in height and 12 Purusas i.e.
this chariot could make 12 angulus that is, 144 fingers wide. From 12
Purusas to 6 Purusas and gradually from 11 Purusas seven kinds of chariots
could be made. In addition to these seven chariots, Deva-ratha i.e. the
Chariots of Gods. , Puspa-ratha i.e. festal Chariot, Sangramika was used in
battle, Paryanika was suitable for travel, and Parapurabhiyanika was
suitable for travelling to other cities and last Vainayika i.e, a training
Chariot. Parijat was suitable for travel, and Pura Vija was suitable for
travelling to other cities. The Karni -ratha was also used for travelling in
road and safe travel .

According to the Amarko$a chariot which was covered with the skin of
tiger was called Dvaipa®. Some special type of chariot was made of tigers
skin, leopard and goat skin. Some times ratha was covered with different
skins, called Carman. According to Patanjali, the surface of the chariot was
covered with cloth and the middle of the chariot was made of a blanket.
This was identified with Kambali Ratha.

5.0 Importance of Rathas or Chariots:

Chariots were great important values from the Vedic period to Mauryan
Period. The chariot was used in sacrifice, in transport, carrying goods and in
war also. The usefulness of chariots describe here in short —

5.1 Importance of Chariots or Ratha in Sacrifice:

Vedic people used to perform different sacrifices in their daily life and
Carts and Chariots were used for the transport. So both are great important
values in this time. To know its important different types of chariots were
given by Vedic Rsis as Daksina after the performing of the sacrifices like
the two big sacrifices Rajasuya and Vajapeya®. In Mahabrata ceremony
Asva-ratha’ and ‘As$vatari-yukta sveta ratha were mentioned as Daksina. In
Vajapeya sacrifice it is seen the game of running race is performed with the
help of the chariots as a part of sacrifice and also amusement. Some

> Pat. 1V.3.122) , go$vostrayana prasada santesu katesu , Manu 1L. 204.
> Amarkosa, 2.133

> Ibid , 2.140.

*Asv.S.S. 9.11
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sacrifices are mentioned as the name of the Chariots and its wheels also like
the fourth Sadyaskara sacrifice is described as ‘Cakrivak’ which according
to Sayana, a chariot having wheels one can go wherever he wants. One
sacrifice was called ‘Chaitra-ratha’, performed for the food.

Different types of sacrificial foods were also brought in chariots
for the sacrifice®’. The name of Masakhya osodhi was carried by chariot™.

5.2 Importance of the chariots as transport:

The chariots were the most speedy land vehicle of the Vedic period. The
chariot could go far* . The chariot was used as a vehicle in the Atharva
Veda®.

The speed of the Chariot was sometimes very high; because of it
Rgveda compares the speed of the river Sarasvati with the speed of
Chariots®'. So it was mainly used for transport. It carried the passengers
and goods also. At one place in the Rgveda there is a reference to Indra
going home in chariot®. Sacrificial materials also carried by it. In a war,
protective weapons were also carried. Indra's chariot is mentioned in the
Rgveda which carried arms®.

5.3 Importance of the Chariots in War:

The chariots were used in war from ancient times®, were necessary to the
king. Horses used in war were called jatavat and Rathas were decorated
with Chatra , Dhvaja , Pataka, Toran etc. The chariots were used in war
from ancient times®. At one point in the Rgveda, Rsis is prayed for the
speed of the chariots so that it runs properly®. The Veda speaks of the Rathi
and Maharathi where Indra is said to be the best of all Rathis®. In the
Atharva Veda, there are indications of the victory of Rathins, who rode in a

 Rgveda, 1.34.1

¥ AV. 13.3.38

*Tbid, 1.34.1

®AV.3.133

' ratha iva brhati ...cikitusa sarasvati , Rig 6. 61.13
®1bid, 1.6.2, 3.35.6

®AV.1333
® Ibid , ...yabhih rathamavatam jise , 1.112.12
% Ibid

% Rgveda 3.53.20.
¥ Rgveda 1.11.1.
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chariot in battle®®. In the Vedic times and Mahabharata and not only Ratha
but Rathi was very important. There are references to elephant and horse
was drawn for Caturanga soldier in Arthadastra® and in Chandyogya
Upanisad Jatavat the name of Ratha which was used in war, is mentioned
also in Jain texts .

Chariots had great importance values also in Upanisadic people.
They used to take many philological ideas from the example of a chariot
and it’s wheels also™. The frequent references to different types of chariots
in various Vedic texts , it seems that in the then society there was high
demand of this Ratha and The chariots making had been regarded as one of
the great industries, hence Rathakaras occupied a pride of place in society.
Thus, it seems that the Rathakaras were considered as very skilful artisans
in their own time and were also well-known for their subtle craftsmanship.

However, in the later period they were degraded in Dharmasastras as well
as Pali and Buddhist literature. In ancient Pali literature Rathakaras were
mentioned along with the five awfully low Varnas”'. Also in Buddhist
literature they were graded as hateful caste because Buddhists were very
antagonistic to war and different types of chariots made by Rathakaras were
meant to serve the purpose of war’. As the role of cavalry increased in
battle during the Gupta period, thus the demand of chariots began to
decline.

6.0 Conclusion:

From the above survey it is clear that Rathakaras assumed a very important
role in Vedic society. Though some Rathakaras performed sacrificial rituals
and among them some passive construction engaged in their vocation of
chariot-making. Thus Rathakaras also enjoined only their profession as
chariot- maker.

In short, it can be said that the Rathkaras in the early Vedic times
were revered for their skill, but later were degraded in the eyes of society
due to the growth of the antagonistic feelings towards the vocation as the
manual labour was not considered dignified in those days. It seems that the
social policy of the period is still reluctant to offer uninhibited praise and

®AV.13.3.3

% Arthasastra , 2.49.

7 Katha Up.1.3.3-9, Sveta. Up 1.4.

' Majjhim Nikaya, 3" ed., P. 169-78.

2R.S. Sharma, Prachin Bharate Sudra, P.112
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extend unconditional acceptance to Rathakaras who deserved to be treated
as engineers and architects of modern society. From the period of Vedic to
Mauryan the processing of chariots increased day to day. However, it is the
rule of society that offers importance according to usefulness in society as
per their technological skills. For example today cloud architects enjoy such
importance and COVID-19 has also justified this statement. Thus the
Knowledge of science and technology of India has always impacted
environment from the Vedic period.
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Abstract

In the history of India, the position of people of different religions and
castes and their various customs are very well known. Various
descriptions of funerals are found in various scriptures. It goes
without saying that it will be different in various religion and caste.
However, the traditional practices of Hinduism are the oldest. These
customs have been prevalent in ancient India since the time of the
Vedas. By reviewing the various scriptures, we find that these
practices have remained almost the same till the present day. No
significant changes have been achieved. Although it may be
surprising that, funeral customs still prevail today. A few changes are
true, but most are remaining the same. It is almost unchanged form
after thousands of years, proves its acceptability.

Keywords: Different religions, Different Castes, Funerals, Traditional
practices, Hinduism, Ancient Times.
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Abstract:

Amongst the Indian languages Sanskrit had claimed its position of
eminence in the ancient times and had also been recognized as the
chief constituent of Indian literary and cultural ethos by the global
intelligentsia. Sanskrit has time and again proven its efficacy in the
global arena of cultural confluence. Vedic literature and post-Vedic
literature have attained even in today’s globalised world. The
purpose of this essay is to highlight the Vedic consciousness of
preservation of natural environment and human resources. In this
regard | would also like to bring to the fore some aspects Indian
Philosophy, relevant, socio religious instances vis-a-vis the Vedas
and Indian Philosophical traditions, human values, integrity,
Janmantarvada, Atmavada, Srstitattva, women’s roll in the Srsti.
These issues call for discussion in order to assess their relevance
and contribution to the evolution of the social systems and thought
patterns of the modern global intellectual milieu.
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Abstract

‘Civilization’ and ‘Culture’ are the two sides of a same ‘Society’.
Actually Civilization is the body of the society and culture is its soul.
In that sense Indian Culture is the soul of Indian Society. Language
is inseparable part of any Culture. Hence, to cultivate ancient Indian
Culture one must has a sense of Sanskrit language, as it was used
vastly in daily communication as well as in literature by its inhabitants
through this time. Literature describes society. So, politics also
belongs to it. Bishakhadatta’s “Mudrarakshasam” is the only drama
in Sanskrit literature that completely deals with politics. There are
four expedients in Indian culture to capture one’s enemy -
conciliation, gifts, rupture and force. In “Mudrarakshasam” we can
see the perfect implementation of rupture by Chanakya, minister of
the Chandra Gupta Mourya, pioneer to the Mourya dynasty to
capture the Rakshasa, minister of last king of the Nanda dynasty
mahapadmananda.
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Abstruct

Swami Vivekananda uttered “Sanskrit and Culture goes together in
India”. India is one of the unique countries in the world whose
culture is worshiped not only by India but by all the peoples of the
world. The proof of this culture is the great creations of our ancient
sages recorded in Devanagari, Prakrit or Pali Amrtakshara. Apart
from Ramayana, Mahabharata, there are thousands of examples of
ancient Indian culture in literary works such as mrcchakatikam,
raghuvaméam, dasakumaracaritam, abhijianasakuntalam,
Sivarajavijayam, harsacaritam, vikramankadevacaritam,
mudraraksasam, devicandraguptam etc. It is the purpose of this
article to discuss them in detail. It is my aim to discuss those topics
in detail in the actual article.
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An Account of Some Rituals and Cultural Practices Related to Child-
birth, Death and Marriage Among the Limbu community in West
Bengal

Rajeshwari Datta

Abstract

The aim of the present paper is to talk about some of the cultural aspects of
the Limbu community. The Limbu community is native to parts of Eastern
Nepal, Sikkim, West Bengal and Assam. Though yet the Limbus maintain a
very distinct and varied tradition and culture of their own. In the main this
paper looks into the three significant cultural aspects of child-birth, death
and marriage and gives an account of some of the rituals and customary
practices associated with the above aspects. sapok comen manktoma’,
Jjandan pronma, himtrekphekwa’ are some of the rituals that this paper will
attempt to describe.

Key-words: Limbu tribe, culture, child-birth, death, marriage, rituals and
customs, West Bengal

Introduction

The Limbu community is indigenous to the regions of Eastern Nepal, parts
of Sikkim, and the Darjeeling and Kalimpong districts of West Bengal. In
West Bengal, the Limbu has been added under the list of Scheduled Tribes
after an amendment in the year 2002. The name of the community as well
as the name of the language is known by the ethnonym ‘Limbu’. The
Limbus are primarily agriculturalist people belonging to the mongoloid
race, speaking a language of the Tibeto-Burman language family.
According to the Census of India (2011), Sikkim has a speakers’ strength of
38,733, and West Bengal has a speakers’ strength of 921. This paper will
look into some of the traditional customs, beliefs and practices associated
with the aspects of child-birth, death and marriage within the community.

1 The italicized words are typed in IPA Unicode 6.2 (ver 1.4 US) MSK

keyboard
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Some of the rituals that will be noted in this paper are- sapok comen
manktoma, jandanp"onma associated with child-birth, masinma, a ritual for
the deceased and kusalamba mekkhim, the traditional practices associated
with marriage.

Objective

The present paper seeks to give a description of the varied rituals and
traditional customs that are followed and performed by the Limbu natives.
Primarily it describes the following rituals that are associated with child-
birth, death and marriage:

1) Child-birth: sapok comen manktoma, janday proyma
i) Death: masinma
iii) Marriage: himt"ekpekwa, li tim

Research methods

The study is conducted primarily in the two districts of Darjeeling and
Kalimpong in West Bengali. After conducting a pilot survey, a list of
Blocks was prepared that had a greater concentration of the Limbu
population. Data has been collected through questionnaire method and
participiant observation method and also through informal discussions with
the community members. Data has been collected from both male and
female informants.

Cultural aspects

The rituals associated with child birth are intricately followed in the Limbu
community.

sapok comen manktoma

The ritual of sapok comen mankoma is performed when the child remains
in the womb of the mother. It is conducted in the form of a worship and is
meant for both the mother and the unborn child. sapok comen mank"oma is
for the protection and safeguard of the mother during the period of her
gestation as well as safe childbirth. It is performed for the good health of the
mother and also for the birth of a healthy child.

The ritual of sapok comen mank"oma has a social significance and is
considered highly important in the Limbu community. Performing this
ritual is considered a necessity by the native people. Otherwise, if a child is
born without this ritual being conducted in his/her name, many of the
child’s social rights may be at stake once he is a grown up. Questions are
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asked whether sapok comen manktoma has been performed by the family in
the name of the unborn child. If yes, then he continues to enjoy his social
rights, and if it is a no then he has to face challenges from his community
who no longer give him wide acceptance in the various walks of life. Often
it also results in complete deprivation of the social rights and liberties for
the person.

Jjandan phonyma

After a child is born in a Limbu household, few days of birth pollution are
followed. If the child born is a female three days of impurities are practised,
whereas if the child born is a male four days of impurities are practised.
During this period of birth pollution, community members refrain from
visiting the respective household. And even if they have to visit for some
important matter, they abstain from consuming any food items. After the
days of impurities are over, a priest is invited to perform the activity of
purification and child naming. Once the activity of purification is
completed, the hosehold comes out of the birth pollution.

The ritual of janday p"oyma is primarily a child name giving ritual. It is
performed by a priest who visits the household of the new-born after three
days if it is a girl, and after four days if it is a boy. A number of associated
practices are performed by the priest in the presence of the family members.
He begins the ceremony by giving a name to the child and then offers
prayers to the Limbu gods and godessess in the name of the child and
his/her mother. He prays for their life long well being and good health.

Once the naming ceremony is over, the priest then has an additional duty of
introducing the child into the universe. In the evening of the same day the
child is carried out of the house for the first time by the priest. While
welcoming the child to his new home, the priest introduces him to the
nature- the sky, the moon, the stars and other matters in the open air and
blesses him to become an able and competent man. All these practices are
completed on the night of janday pPoyma.

Death

Death that is caused due to natural cause is termed in Limbu as masinma. It
is performed for those who face natural death. The Limbus have a
customary practice of treating the deceased in a ritualistic manner. Once a
person expires, he is no longer kept on the bed and is placed onto the floor.
A silver coin is placed on the forehead and kerosene lamps are placed on
both sides of the corpse. If the dead is a woman, a sickle is placed at a
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corner and if the dead is a man, a knife is placed beside him. A white
shroud is used to cover the dead body. The shroud that has to be brought
from the market has an interesting feature. The cloth is never sold in a
folded manner. The pleats are broken and then given to the customer.

The Limbus practise both burial and cremation of the corpse. If a family is
well off, they arrange a wooden box to carry the dead body to the
graveyard. However, if it is hard to afford then a bamboo structure is
prepared for carrying the dead body. When the corpse is that of a woman
then three bamboos are used to prepare the carriage frame. And, when it is
that of a man then four bamboos are used to prepare the carriage frame.

Marriage
The Limbus generally favour tribal endogamy and strictly practise clan

exogamy. However, as a result of developing standard of living and
influences from other neighbouring cultures, a Limbu family often sends
their children outside of their native places for education and employment
purposes. This at times results in tribal exogamy. Clan exogamy is strictly
followed in the community. If anyone ignores the practise of clan exogamy
then they are delivered severe penalties by the community members.
Marriages of different kinds take place in the Limbu community, viz.
arranged marriage, marriage by elopement, widow remarriage, love
marriage etc.

The Limbu system of marriage between a man and a woman is known as
kusalamba mekkhim. In order to perform the ritual of engagement, known
as iglapma in Limbu, the prospective groom visits the girl’s house along
with an elderly community member. This elderly community member
generally has to be a lady who is entrusted with the task of engagement.
However, in present times it is often seen that this task of inlapma is also
performed by a male.

In order to fix an alliance with a prospective bride and her family it is
especially verified that the bride belongs to a separate clan than that of the
groom’s family. The relationship of the clans is called sinopar" and is taken
gravely while fixing marriages in the community. At present, a Limbu is not
allowed to marry within their own clan up to three generations. The bride
should belong to a separate clan than that of husband’s-mother, grand-
mother and great-grandmother. However, many young generation Limbus
are unaware of sinopat® custom. As a result they end up marrying in the
same clan. But such instances are rare.
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Before the marriage proposal is finalised between the two families, the
prospective groom sends pork meat weighing 2-2.5 kilograms to the
prospective bride’s family. This gift is known as biha seran. If biha seray is
accepted by the bride‘s family members then the marriage proposal is
considered to be finalised. Otherwise if they return the gift then the
marriage proposal will no longer proceed.Once biha seran is accepted then
the wedding dates are finalised.

himthekphekwa

Limbu marriages take place in the households of the groom and are
followed by some rituals in the household of the bride. The bride comes to
the groom‘s house to get married. The ritual of himtekphekwa is performed
at this time. The bride is accompanied by her friends and relatives when she
comes to the groom‘s house for marriage. Before entering the groom‘s
house the bride is made to walk over two copper water vessals that are
placed on both sides of the main entrance. These copper vessals are filled
with water and are covered with white clothes. Once the bride walks over
these vessals and enters the house she is welcomed by her in-laws who bless
her by sprinkling curd mixed rice over her head from both the sides of the
entrance. Later she is taken to the site where the wedding takes place.

li thim

li fim is also known a car kolom and is literally translated as ‘four rituals*.
This particular ritual takes place in the house of the newly wedded wife.
Once the wedding rituals at the groom‘s house gets over, the couple
accompanied by their friends and relatives visit the bride‘s house for car
kalom. For car kalom the parents are not allowed to accompany the couple.
It is the couple‘s friends who especially accompany them. After reaching
the house of the bride, the wedding procession is made to wait under a
shade. They need to take permission before they can enter the house of the
bride. While they wait under the shade for their permission, a brief
exchange takes place between the representatives of the groom‘s side and
that of the bride‘s side. The bride‘s representative asks the purpose of their
visit and from where the wedding procession has come. In response the
groom‘s representative has to give details about their native place, village
name, clan name etc. And once the bride‘s representative gives permission
the wedding procession enters the bride‘s house.

Concluding remarks
The Limbus have their unique traditions and culture. An assessment of the

cutural aspects of child-birth, death and marriage of a community provides
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a picture to understand their interesting cultural behavior and habits and
also the ways that help them identify as a tribe. However, it can be noted
here that the number of rituals and customs are significantly greater than the
ones that have been described in this paper.
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ABSTRACT

The study of women’s participation in culture and society rests on the
assumption that religious ideas are paramount forces in social life, that
relationships between sexes, the nature of female sexuality, and the social
and cultural roles of women are in large part defined by religious ideas. In
Northeast India, the Bhakti tradition was initiated by Sankaradeva (1449-
1568 CE) in Assam while the Meiteis in the Manipur valley adopted
Vaisnavism as the state religion in the 18" century CE. Inspite of the
linkages between the variant forms of Vaisnavite traditions in India there
are dominant distinguishing features in Assam and Manipur which were not
in complete conformity with other schools widely known in the rest of the
country. The Brahmanical religion with its patriarchal ideology brought
about changes in gender relations which had implications for women,
although in ways that were peculiar to the existing socio-cultural conditions.
In this context, the paper attempts to examine and analyse the representation
and participation of women in the Bhakti traditions of Northeast India from
a historical perspective.

Keywords: Bhakti tradition, Cultural context, Northeast India, Vaisnavism,
Women.

1.0 Introduction

Religion is a major force in history since it is intertwined with people’s
identity and also becomes a resource for people as they navigate life in its
dynamism and complexity. As part of culture (Buchanan 2010: 105), it
encompasses multidimensional aspects of life such as folklore and legends,
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mythology, dance and rituals, language etc. Women’s participation in
culture and society rests on the assumption that religious ideas are
paramount forces in social life, and that relationships between sexes, the
nature of female sexuality, and the social and cultural roles of women are in
large part defined by religious ideas. It is crucial to note that the role of
women in the society and gender (Kessler and Mckenna: 1978, 7-8)
dynamics are, in fact, rooted in the cultural context and historical processes
which affect their lives. A critical analysis of the experience of women in
the bhakti (bhakti: devotion; surrender) tradition offers a fertile ground to
understand the intricate interlinkages between women, religion and culture.
As such, Bhakti Movement in pan-Indian perspective started in South India,
gained momentum from the 12" centuries CE in central and western regions
of India, and then moved north around the 17" century CE. In Northeast
India, the Bhakti tradition was initiated in Assam by Sankaradeva (1449-
1568 CE) (Kakati 1987), while the Meiteis in the Manipur valley adopted
Vaisnavism as the state religion in the 18™ century CE. Sankaradeva’s
Vaisnavism differed from the rest of the country in respect of the Madhura
Bhakti or the female aspect of devotion. The Radha - Krisna cult is not
acknowledged nor is any Sakti (energy represented in a female form) of
Visnu recognized. In contradistinction to this, the neighbouring state of
Manipur with its clan-based social organization worshipped Radha
alongside Krisna which highlights the crucial context of understanding the
cultural milieu of the emergence and dissemination of the Bhakti cult in the
region.

Northeast India comprising eight states of Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and
Tripura figures within the ambit of pan-Indian culture continuum, with
Hinduism, Islam, Christianity and Buddhism being followed by multi-
ethnic groups of the region. S. K. Chatterjee suggests that the great Sino-
Indian speaking people (Chatterjee 1974: 45) which had their origin within
Yangtse-kiang and the Huwang-Ho rivers of north-west China had migrated
towards southern direction, and eventually settled in different ecological
settings and formed various ethnic communities (Bhagabati 2002).
Manipur was also a meeting ground of diverse communities since the
erstwhile kingdom was a land-bridge between Southeast Asia and the
Indian mainland (Allen 1984: 120). In early Assam, the demographic
profile consisted of the non-Aryan Mongoloid stock and later a large
number of brahmanas, kayasthas, and kalitas etc. came to settle under the
patronage of various kings. Sankaradeva belonged to the kayastha
community. He was educated in the traditional Vedic scriptures by a
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brahmana teacher and during his two long pilgrimages to the Hindu
religious centres of North India, he came into contact with the reformist
trends in Hinduism at that time. Majority of the Bara-Bhuyans and the
ancestors of both Sankaradeva and his chief apostle, Madhavadeva were
staunch Saktas (Neog 1965: 84-85). Local scholars and other sources
suggest that the four varnas i.e. brahmanas, ksatriyas, vaisyas and sudras
did not remain in their traditional position of the varnasramadharma and
that even the brahmanas had inter-caste marriage (Choudhury 1966: 334).

As far as the history of religion in the region is concerned, it may
be said that it presents a mosaic, which encompass indigenous belief
systems such as Sanamahism (Manipur) and Donyi Polo (Arunachal
Pradesh), the reformist Bhakti movement, the Bodo Brahmo movement, the
Sakti cult in the Brahmaputra valley, among others. Hinduism was the
principle religion of pre-Ahom Assam and the early period witnessed the
prevalence of various traditions such as Tantricism, Saktism, Saivism,
Vaisnavism and the Vajrayana sect of Buddhism. The association of
Vaisnavism with Kamarupa from very early times is well attested by the
traditional account in which the kings traced their lineage to Visnu through
the Naraka legend (Neog 1998: 3). Archaeological sources reveal that the
earliest recorded reference of Visnu worship is recorded in the Umachal
rock inscription dated 5" century CE. By the 7" century CE, Krisna’s
accounts became the central theme in early Assamese literature and the
word ‘bhakta’ was mentioned in the Deopani Visnu inscription dated to the
9™ century CE (Laisram 2019). Thomson (1948: 46-47) opines that, “Assam
has always been linked with Bengal as a centre of Tantric Hinduism and
that up to the 16" century CE most kings appear to have been Saktas,
paying attention to the worship of Siva and Durga.” The concept of varna
underlay the dynamics of social organization in early Assam and
inscriptions from the 9™ century CE. attest to the division of the society into
the dvija or twice born where women came to be relegated to the category
of the sudras (Momin 2003: 43). The purdah (veil) system which was not
in vogue in early Assam came to be given importance by the Vaisnavite
movement. Of course, the settlements of the Muslims in Assam coinciding
with this period is also partially responsible for introducing the system
among women. The value system underlying purdah which stresses chastity
and modesty went to such an extent that it secluded women from
participating in religious rituals.

Sankaradeva’s Vaisnavism also known as Eka-sarana-nama
dharma is a monotheistic doctrine based on the worship of single god that
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is, Visnu or Krisna and has four fundamental elements viz; god, guru (the
religious preceptor), bhakats (devotees) and naam (prayer). For
Sankaradeva, it is bhakti alone that can bring moksa or release. Maheswar
Neog quoting S.K. Chatterjee observes that Sankaradeva’s Bhakti cult
agreed more with the ‘robust and manly path favoured by Kabir and Nanak
and later by Tulsidasa: it was the path of man’s straightforward faith in his
Master, without His assuming the nature of woman’ (Neog 1965: 23-24).
The absence of the female aspect of devotion in Sankaradeva’s Vaisnavism
may perhaps be seen as a reaction or even caution against the tantric
malpractices prevailing among the Vajrayana Buddhism and the Sakti cults
of the time. Idol worship is discarded and the object of veneration is the
guru-asana where the holy texts are kept. According to Ananta Kandali, a
contemporary of Sankaradeva who translated the Bhagavata Purana - Book
1V, the sattra (monastic orders) institutions served the purpose of a place for
the devotees to listen to the exposition of the holy book. The sattras and the
namghars (congregational prayer halls), therefore, became crucial
institutions for the propogation of bhakti ideology and sustenance of the
new socio-cultural ethos.

Madhavadeva and Damodaradeva, the principal followers of
Sankaradeva are credited with having shaped the structural characteristics
of the sattra institutions which acted as an agency for dissemination of the
new faith. That there was no satfra of a permanent nature during
Sankaradeva’s lifetime, can be inferred from the fact that Madhavadeva, a
celibate and the immediate successor of Sankaradeva resided with his
brother-in-law, Ramdas and also did not become the head of a sattra, if any,
left by Sankaradeva. As such, Neo-Vaisnavism was not well accepted at the
early stage of introduction in Assam, and the insecurity and temporary
nature of Sankaradeva’s stay at different places may have prevented
organization of a Sattra institution in Assam. By the time of Damodaradeva
the sattras were well established and this is revealed by Ramaraya’s
narration of Gurulila, a biography of Damodaradeva written in the 17™
century CE. The text gives some important information on the foundation of
the sattras by Damodaradeva and describes the decoration, design and
management of the Vaikunthapura sattra of Cooch-Behar. According to
Ramacharana, Daityari and the author of the Katha-gurucarita,
Madhavadeva had planned and built the satfra at Barpeta following line of
the sattra established by Damodaradeva at Pathausi. It is also said that
Narayana Thakur, a colleague and discipline of Sankaradeva advised
Madhavadeva to plan and construct a satfra at Barpeta to counteract the
movement of Damodaradeva. However, it is said that Madhavadeva ignored
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the advice of Narayana Thakur initially but later felt the necessity to
reconstruct the Barpeta Sattra. The religious institutions became monastic
orders due to the efforts of both Madhavadeva and Damodaradeva. It is
mentioned in the Katha-gurucarita that there were one hundred and twenty
celibate devotees residing in the premises of the Barpeta sattra during the
time of Madhavadeva (Lekharul1952: 357, 362).

2.0 Research Questions and Objectives
The study attempts to address the following research questions:
e What was the cultural context of the emergence of bhakti in
Northeast India, particularly in Assam and Manipur?
*  Did the cultural history of Assam and Manipur have any impact in
the way women were represented in the bhakti ideology?
* How have the Vaisnava Bhakti tradition influenced the status of
women and gender relations in Assam and Manipur?

The objectives of the paper are as follows:

e  To examine the representation and participation of women in
various aspects of the Bhakti devotional form of worship in
Northeast India.

®  To understand the extent to which Brahmanical ideology with its
patriarchal norms influenced the traditional societies of Assam
and Manipur.

®  To critically analysis implications of the bhakti ideology on the
status and position of women of the region.

3.0 Research Methods

This study adopts an interdisciplinary approach to analyze the complex
relationship between women and religious ideology in cultural context. It
also draws perspectives from Feminist theories to analyse women’s issues
of representation, stereo-typing etc. in textual references and lived
experiences. Feminism involves political and sociological theories and
philosophies concerned with issues of gender difference, as well as a
movement that advocates more gender-specific rights for women and
campaigns for women's rights and interests. The patriarchal norms within
Brahmanical religious ideology becomes part of the transmission of the
larger bhakti movement in Northeast India. Yet, the socio-cultural
conditions that prevailed in the region were peculiar to its own histories,
and there are differences in the way the new faith impacted the women and
society in Assam and Manipur.
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Emile Durkheim (1967) explains that religion exists as a
systematically arranged and formally established organization with a set of
beliefs and norms. Religious institutions are structured organizations for the
promotion or persuasion of its ideology, and includes any place or premises
used as a place of public religious worship (Stark and Brainbridge 1987:
42). In Assam, Sankaradeva popularized bhakti, with absolute devotion
through the institutions of the sattras (Vaisnavite monastries) and
namghars (congregational prayer halls), whereas in Manipur the mandirs
(temples) acted as an agencies through which the devotees participated and
experienced rituals and performative practices.

4.0 Data Collection and Analysis

The universe of study will be the two states of Northeast India, viz;
Manipur and Assam; the justification being that the Bhakti cult was
prevalent as a dominant form of religion in the two states. The study will
be based on both primary and secondary sources collected from various
libraries and institutions such as the Assam State Archives, K.K. Handique
library of Gauhati University, Manipur University library, Manipur State
Central library etc. The primary sources include Census of India,
Gagzetteers, Statistical Handbook, Journals etc. There are many books and
other works such as articles in magazines, newspapers etc. related to the
study and which forms part of the secondary sources. E-resources such as e-
books have also been consulted. Field work is an important aspect of the
study to understand participation of women in the bhakti rituals and
performing arts which will also give an insight into the implications on
gender dynamics. A participatory approach has also been adopted as
religious institutions such as sattras and namghars in Assam and the
Mandirs in Manipur are the sites where the visibility of women in the public
space are seen as bhaktas or devotees. The namghars are a rich centre of
performing arts and most of the festivals are related to episodes of Krisna’s
life. It also served as sheet-anchors of Assamese society in the midst of
continually shifting political circumstances.

The State Archaeology Department, Government of Assam has
recorded as many as 850 sattras in Assam. The sattra is an autonomous
institution and it is managed by the adhikara (head functionary) with the
help of others who looked after matters related to finance, administration
and socio-cultural activities. The numbers of functionaries depended on the
size and the nature of the sattra. Majuli exemplifies a Vaisnavite centre rich
in sattras and there are also about 250 namghars in Majuli spread over
many villages and they function as socio-religious and cultural centers.
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These institutions are either established by sattras or by the disciples of
their respective sub-sects. It may be mentioned that Sankaradeva
established the first namghar at Bordowa in Nagaon and since then these
institutions have multiplied in numbers. It entails the devotees to engage in
the four fundamental principles of Eka-saran-nama-dharma, viz; nama,
deva, guru and bhakat. The guru teaches him the bhakti philosophy and
instructs on the rules and disciplines to be followed as a Vaisnava devotee.
This may take a few days and is sometimes trained under an official of the
sattra called Nama-ajaniya. The daily prayer-service or namaprasanga is a
very important routine that takes place in the sattras. It consists of singing
devotional, chanting of prayers accompanied by musical instruments and
reciting the Bhagavata Purana.

5.0 Result and Discussion

The Bhagavata-Purana was the most authoritative and popular work of the
Bhakti movement. The Purana addresses to a cowherd boy-god Gopala-
Krisna rather than the Krisna in his later life as characterized in the
Bhagavad Gita. The Bhagavata Purana was read widely in Orissa and
Bengal apart from Assam and Manipur. The sacred text insists that Bhakti is
the only true way of devotion to Krisna. The nature of Bhakti revealed in
the Krisna Leela, the sport of Krisna with the gopis (cowherds). They pray
to attain the highest state of bliss by being reborn with Krisna in Vrindavan,
the holy city of Vaisnavas. This devotion to Krisna is supposed to bring
with it fulfilment of the four goals of life, viz; artha (property), dharma
(laws of social order), kama (pleasure), and moksa (salvation). Among the
devotional practices that Bhagavata Purana recommends is kirtana or a
gathering of a small group of devotees to chant and sing the glories of
Krisna. There is an exhaustive historiography on various aspects of Neo-
Vaisnavism in Assam particularly relating to philosophy, art, culture and
biographies of saints, but women are conspicuous by their comparative
‘invisibility’. Sankaradeva’s scholarship itself paid scant attention to this
dimension. Another reason is that the carit-puthis (hagiographical literature)
were rendered into written form from the existing oral tradition in the later
period following Sankaradeva.

Medieval historiographies furnish us with information of a number
of women who became conversant in religious discourse, reading religious
books and reciting the name of god. Kanoklata, a lady of Sankaradeva’s
family became the head of a sattra and Bhubaneswari, daughter of Harideva
guided the destiny of their respective sub-sects as religious heads. Dayal
and Thakur Ata were conversant with religious discourses and some Ahom
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queens patronized the growth and development of Vaisnava literature. A
close study, however, reveals that majority of them belonged to the higher
castes or aristocratic families. Education appeared to have been the
privilege of the male sex although a few educated women are mentioned in
the medieval hagiographies (Sarma 1989: 158). What needs to be
emphasized here is that rulers and leaders are exceptions that prove the rule
and are not in any case representative of the majority of the women. It must
be noted that inspite of the linkages between the variant forms of Vaisnavite
traditions in India there are dominant distinguishing features in Assam and
Manipur which were not in complete conformity with other schools widely
known in the rest of the country. Vaisnavism was declared the state religion
of Manipur during the reign of Garibniwaz (1709-1748 CE) which led to
rapid cultural transformation due to increasingly dominant influence of the
Brahmanical ideology (Singh and Singh 1987: 48). Although Visnu
worship started during the reign of Kyamba (1467-1508 CE), the first king
who got himself formally initiated into Vaisnavism was Charairongba
(1697-1707 CE).

There were three sects of Vaisnavism in Manipur, viz; Nimbarka,
Ramanandi, and Gaudiya Vaisnavism (Singh 1963: 66-67), the latter being
founded by Chaitanya, a Bengali sanyasi in the 16™ century CE. He
initiated a new mode of congregational worship called Sankirtana, in which
the devotees sing hymns in praise of Krisna to accompaniment of drums
and cymbals and rhythmic body movements, till they lose themselves in
ecstasy. Nagarkirtana or town praise consisted of going out on the streets
and singing and dancing to Krisna, to the accompaniment of beating drums
and flying flags so that the whole town is drawn to the ‘tide of devotion’.
King Bhagyachandra is given the credit for the adaption of the traditional
Meitei dance form into the worship of Krisna. It was during his reign that
the first Maharaas based on the Bhagavata Purana was enacted at the
Canchipur Palace in 1779 CE which was performed for five days. It is
interesting to note that the Raas Leelas were performed at the royal temple
without any male dance participants. It was King Bhagyachandra’s daughter
princess Bimbavati popularly known as Shija Lairoibi who played the role
of Radha in the first ever Raas Leela organised in the royal premises at
Langthabal, and thereby enhanced the status of the Raas tradition. He is said
to have heralded a ‘cultural renaissance’ in Manipur by introducing two
cultural forms viz; Raas Leela and Nat Sankirtan. Manipuri Jalakeli (water
festival) of Radha-Krisna was another bhakti ritual which had women
performing in groups at the royal palace and the tradition continued till the
reign of king Chandrakriti in the 19" century CE.
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Neo- Vaisnavism went counter to the spirit of traditional
Brahmanical faith, based on notions of castes and worship through various
manifestations of the Devi (sakti). The socio-ritualistic order dominated by
the brahmanas though not completely overthrown, the brahmanas lost
much of the spiritual authority, which eventually passed on to the authors of
the Vaisnava Bhakti cult i.e. the saints and gurus whose songs and
biographies became scriptures for their followers. Idol worship is discarded
while prayer services are held in the namghars or congregational halls
where the object of veneration is the guru-asana where the holy texts are
kept. For Sankaradeva, it is Bhakti alone that can bring moksa or release.
The chief mode of worship is prayer which may be expressed through
music, dance, drama etc. The absence of this female aspect of devotion
may perhaps be seen as a reaction or even caution against the tantric
malpractices prevailing among the Vajrayana Buddhism and the Sakzi cults
of the time. In the sattras, the succession of an adhikar (head of the sattra)
usually follows the male line and the role of women in the organizational
aspects of the institution was almost negligible; women being viewed as a
“polluted community”. As R.M. Nath (1948: 3) observes, “.......... The nun
system is totally discarded and though Konoklata, a lady of Sankaradeva’s
family once became the head of a sattra, nobody of her sex emulated her
example and the women in Assam are not allowed entrance into any
important sattras nowadays”. The initiation or ordination into the Eka-
sarana-naam dharma called sarana lawa was administered to a woman
only after marriage (Goswami 1999: 70). Women, brahmanas and kings
were not to prostate before the altar at the time of initiation. This was a
departure from the normal practice where the devotee is required to
prostrate before the image or scripture touching the ground with eight parts
of the body. In the case of women who were initiated in some of the
sattras, they were only permitted to bow down before the altar in presence
of the guru. Women are also not allowed to stay in the sattra at night. In
the sattra institutions, the succession of an adhikar (head of the sattra)
usually follows the male line.

In Manipur, the coming of the institutionalized religion by the 18®
century CE brought about a totally new concept of religion which came to
be imposed on the traditional society with the active support of the king.
The notion of purity-pollution which is the essence of the Brahmanical
ideology was imposed on the people and those who defied the rules were
fined or ostracisized. However, it may be mentioned that the Brahma Sabha
had no jurisdiction over matters of the traditional religion. Like most clan-
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based societies, lineages played a significant part in the Meitei society
thereby forming the basis of the various stages of development of Meitei
philosophical thought resulting in the emergence of the cult of ancestral
worship, the core of the Meitei faith. The Meiteis attached prime
importance to the sanctity of communal life amounting to adoration of
blood kinship and observance of social rules. The sageis or sub-clans united
by ties of blood, marriage, adoption etc., and possessing an awareness of
relationship to a common ancestor had given rise to the salai or clan
system, the ultimate Meitei family. Therefore, although Vaisnavism has
always accommodated tribal features as a carrier of the Brahmanical faith in
the peripheral areas (Sinha in Singer 1966: 72-73), the traditional faith
transformed to suit the new faith. What is significant here is the impact of
the new faith on the socio-religious and cultural lives of the people. The
Brahmanical faith brought with it many new changes in the Meitei social
order such as the caste system, strict dietary laws, practices of sati, donning
of the sacred thread, assigning family names or gotras etc. The traditional
priests (maibas) and priestesses (maibis) were relegated to the background
and in their place came the purohits or the gurus who held a very high
status in the society. The age old clan system to which every Meitei belong
now came to be replaced by the gotra system. From the early 18" century
CE to about the second half of the 20" century CE the Meiteis were
harmoniously following the synthesis of the two faiths.

Spiritual seekers generally condemn women as the root cause of
attachment to the worldly desires since they are ‘the storehouse of pains and
distress’ (Kandali 1991: 156-157). Sankaradeva’s Vaisnavism laid stress on
the negative and disruptive aspects of feminity since women were
considered as impediments in the path of devotion and liberation. Further,
Sankaradeva’s attitude towards women as reflected in his writings conform
to certain traditional Hindu prototypes (Mahanta cited in Goswami 1996:
197-200). Radhika Santi is the chaste wife who wears a long veil and does
not see the face of any men except her husband. In the Hara-mohana
section of the Kirtana, women are projected as charmers capable of
breaking the meditations of sages and hence advised to avoid their
company. There is another image of women as the devoted and loyal wife.
In fact, it is said that without a husband a woman’s life is worthless. Yet,
widow remarriage was prohibited. Banikanta Kakati explains that the
honoured place given to Goddess Kamakhya temporarily compensate for
the place of honour which the women themselves had been forced to
relinguish. Strange as it may seem, this place, renowned as a Sakta pitha,
does not reveal particular reverence to the female deities and images of
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goddesses are rare in early Assam. It is interesting to note that inspite of
iconographic representations of the Devi in early Assam though not in very
large numbers, there is no trace of Sakti worship in the inscriptions. The
silence is explained by the fact that Saktism represents a particular aspect of
Puranic Hinduism which is in the main personal and esoteric.
Consequently, it had little connection with any public religious order or
establishment (Barua 1951: 167). Every woman in Assam was believed to
be a miniature incarnation of the goddess who dwell in every house (Kakati
1961: 46). This aspect of sakti worship is significant as we may draw some
inference relating to women in medieval Assam and their relative
invisibility from the public space.

There were a number of women who became conversant with
religious discourse, and thus took part in reading religious books and
reciting the name of god. Kanoklata, a lady of Sankaradeva’s family
became the head of a sattra and Bhubaneswari; daughter of Harideva
guided the destiny of their respective sub-sects as religious heads (Barpujari
1994: 194). Dayal and Thakur Ata were also conversant with religious
discourses and some Ahom queens patronized the growth and development
of Vaisnava literature. A close study, however, reveals that majority of
them belonged to the higher castes or aristocratic families. It was
Pitambardeva Goswami, the former sattradhikar of Garamur sattra who for
the first time in 1956, allowed women to participate in the religious and
cultural functions of the sattra.

6.0 Conclusion

The historical background of pre-Vaisnavite religion in Assam and Manipur
reveals that the conditions which saw the origin and growth of the Bhakti
cult were contextual and not similar. In Assam, the religion which was
prevalent included Saivism, Vaisnavism, Saktism, and Buddhism. The
absence of the female cult in Neo-vaisnavism may perhaps be explained by
the fact that Sankaradeva himself was a Sakta devotee and grew up in
Brahmanical traditions which is guided by varnasramadharma and
patriarchal ideology. The changes brought about by the Vaisnava Bhakti
cult saw brahmanas losing much of the spiritual authority as idol worship
was discarded and namghars became the centres of devotional ritual
performances. For Sankaradeva, bhakti alone could bring moksa or ultimate
liberation from the cycle of birth and death and the object of veneration was
the guru-asana where the holy texts were kept. A critical analysis of the
performing art forms and divine rituals of the Raas Leela in Manipur and
Sattriya dance in Assam reveal that women’s representation were
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influenced by the gender-roles of the respective societies. In majority of the
sattras, women were generally not allowed to enter the sanctum sanctorum
for prayers or any other participation. The Brahmanical ideology also
impacted the representation of women in dance rituals of the Raas Leela in
Manipur, as the use of the veil was introduced, symbolically maintaining a
‘divide’ between the performer and the audience . Yet, in Manipur
Vaisnavism, the Meitei women were seen as extremely important,
absolutely essential and highly regarded-but primarily as facilitators of men
and the exercise of religious functions became a male prerogative. This is,
however, not to suggest that women held a position above men in the early
times. The only implication is that certain areas of religious activity were
open to women which later became closed.

Sankaradeva’s Vaisnavism largely conformed to the patriarchal
ideologies of the Brahmanical faith. Yet, though its philosophy and
teachings were rigid in its conception there was some flexibility in its
application since he propogated bhakti in a tribal based society. The Neo-
Vaisnavism faith was devised to suit the fluid unsettled social conditions of
medieval Assam. The extent to which women have access to the public
domain crucially affect the degree to which women determine their own
position in the status of their existence. Dance and other art forms provide a
unique vantage point from which to observe behaviour within its cultural
context and therefore with respect to meaning. The dynamics of power and
gender relations, construction of a gendered self-identity, the relationship
and the conflict between the individual and the society in creation and
perpetuation of gender norms may be explained in terms of the female
representation in the performances. Neo-Vaisnavism is based on the bhakti
tradition where the chief mode of worship is prayer, which may be
expressed through music, dance, drama etc. such as Borgeet, Ankyia
Bhaona, Gayan-Bayan, Sattriya Nritya, Pal-naam, Raas Lila etc. The
namghars  serve the purpose of the stage for bhaona (dramatic
performances). However, women were not allowed on the Vaisnava stage
and their roles in the drama were performed by men. In the religious dances
also no danseuses were allowed (Neog 1965: 266, 300). It may be
mentioned here that dance as a form is multidimensional, the performance
and participation being related to social status and the greater context of
living which in turn is also not separate from power.

It is well recognized that religion as a tradition naturalizes

the relationships of domination — subordination in a society. In Assam,
women were in general hidden from the public space whether in relation to
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socio-economic moves, participation in religious congregations, dance,
music or drama. The sacred ideology influenced the concept of feminity, in
turn shaping the image of the women. The Bhakti concept of Radha-Krisna
in Manipur does not represent a break but continuation of approach to life
as is found in the traditional presentations reveal that men and women were
interdependent and that male and female roles were reciprocal in pre-Hindu
Meitei society. The dance rituals and women’s participation in the public
space does indicate visibility of the Meitei women beyond the traditional
roles, although it does not necessarily translate to high status in the society.
There is a great discrepancy between the idealized concept of woman and
the real life situation in which women find themselves. The central issue is
that Brahmanical religion with its patriarchal ideology brought about
changes in the gender relations which has had implications for women in
Northeast India although in ways that were peculiar to the existing socio-
cultural conditions.
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Abstract:

Literature is a mirror of the times we live in. What man thinks, what man
does, and what interactions move the wheel of civilisation, what seeds of
inner thoughts reflect exterior behaviours, what the hierarchy is, what are
castes, and what are the peripheral of interaction: these are blended in the
simple coinage known as culture. For ages, India has been a place of
cultural diversity, assimilating various civilizations, creeds, customs, and
cultural contacts. Our worldview, how we interact with one another, how
we dress, and the etiquettes we uphold are all influenced by the elixirs of
culture. Culture is the absorption of various mental processes about other
people's lives. The evolution of India's multiple culture is beautifully
illustrated in the Ramayana and Mahabharata, two classic Indian epics. The
great epics chronicle Aryan cultural domination over non-Aryan culture, as
well as the subjugation of non-Aryan people and their subsequent
integration into the Aryan cultural fringe. The texture of -cultural
transmission, cultural alteration, and cultural preservation of the then-Indian
society can be seen in the cultural interaction between Aryans and Non-
Aryans. Both epics' authors not only reflected legendary stories, but also
meticulously documented cultural strife, confrontation, and assimilation of
Aryan and non-Aryan peoples throughout the land. The Ramayana and the
Mahabharata were not just mythological concoctions; they were also
searing narratives of Aryan and non-Aryan societal warfare, even inside the
Aryan population. Now, culture is calculated to some extent to count
materialistic things, to satisfy one's own needs and ego, and there is a need
to recalculate and re-establish those golden coinages of culture and value in
order to celebrate the fragrance of the true sense of culture, which was
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established long ago through the interaction of Aryan and Non-Aryan. In
the current state of society, it is imperative that we return to the civilisation
network of tribal and non-tribal cultural exchange in order to grasp the true
core of existence and live a peaceful and meaningful life. The current article
commemorates all these images from the past, present, and future in order
to honour India's culture and to resurrect the enshrined events of cultural
contact between the two in the present. The cultural ethos of both epics is
crucial to comprehending the country's tribal issues in the present day.
Keywords: Culture, Epics, Tribes, Society.

1. Introduction:
Epic is a massive homiletic disquisition which had told of nobles, courts to
make them please and was awarded the self by them. If we go through the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata, the first one writer was Valmiki was a
bandit in his first life and later on he was a bard. The second poet Vyasa
was a hermit, son of Satyavati and Parasar muni and through niyoga he was
the father of Dhritarastra from Ambika, Pandu from Ambalika and Vidhur
from Parishrami. If we visualise the characteristics of this age, the age had
become to transcend from the mightiness of Shiva to accepting the Vishnu
as one of powerful Gods in both two epics. Therefore it was quiet obvious
to praise all those in these long poems who were in throne and to discard the
aboriginals who were devoted solely to Shiva and did not belong to that
category. In Indus Valley civilisation, the sculpture of Pushupati had
confirmed the fact that proto- Shiva had been widely worshiped
(Gangopadhaya,2004:73-5) but in later Vedic period, after the invasion of
Aryan, the picture had been gradually changed and Vishnu had got
appeared in Rigveda who helped Indra to kill and abolish demons and
gradually has got entered in the culture of India. Varun, Agni and other
Aryan Gods took their entries in society as well in books to beget cogitation
on minds as these Gods were not appertained to Indus Valley Civilisation.
All those Aryan God were effectuated to breed supremacy into the society
and to flag off their superiority. The hymns associated with Rigveda was
clarified that probably the god Indra was an Aryan invader who slayed
demons who were probably the aboriginals, the originals inhabitants of
India: tribe ( Dutta, 1887:855,Dutta,1920:781-2). To celebrate the legacy of
Aryan, to pronounce their supremacy, to establish their grandeur in
literature, to make people to accept their dominance the two great epics the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata had been written. Not only that, these two
epics had brought two incarnations of Lord Vishnu, namely Rama and
Krishna around who’s all the limelight was invested. In the Ramayana,
Rama played the active role to diminish demons i.e. aboriginals and in the
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Mahabharata Krishna played the passive role through motivating all the
occurrences to establish his supremacy (Muir,1873:8). Shiva was the
worshipped God of aboriginals, to establish another god Vishnu to those
strata of supremacy; it was the hour need for these two epics to use
aboriginals, to slay aboriginals, to dishonour aboriginals as per demand and
necessity of the text. Now what interactions move the wheel of civilisation,
what seeds of inner thoughts reflect exterior behaviours, what the hierarchy
is, what are castes, and what the peripheral of interaction are: these are
blended in the simple coinage known as culture (Rao0,2012: 189). Two epics
had depicted the quarrel between the supremacy of Shivaism verses the
evolution of Vishnuism which were in other sense the culture of aboriginals
verses the culture of Aryans which actually had denoted that Aryans were
superiors than aboriginals in caste, creed and culture (Law,1943:8-12)

The Ramayana was supposed to be written in 5" century BC
(https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ramayana) and the Mahabharata was
presumed to be versed in 3 century BC
(https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mahabharata). Aryan advanced in India
near about 2000BC-1,500 BC (Dutta,1888:7-9). Both the epics as well as
Vedas were written in Sanskrit. But in Harappa, inhabitants were
communicating with each other by speaking proto-Dravidian languages
which was around 3200-2600BC (Gangopadhaya,2004:51-5) that implied
that society was begun to dominate by Aryan invaders as language was the
prominent indicator of culture and traditions (https:/www.harappa.com)
Again it was also evident from the Mahabharata that Krisnha Dvaipayana
(Basu,2012:40) had segregated Vedas into four sections which also had
alluded that the clout of Vedas had mesmerised the society a lot. Recitation
of Vedas only had been concentrated between the three upper sections of
society by making aloof the aboriginals. The deprivation policy to keep
Aryan community upper section of the society had begun from the very
dawn of Aryan invasion. If British ruling period in India was termed as
colonial rule of British, it was not exaggerated to say that from the
beginning of Aryan invasion, the colonial rule of Aryan had started by
depriving the aboriginals in every possible way.

2. Objective of the Study:

The present paper endeavours to throw a light on the cultural interaction
between the aboriginals and Aryan in the epics to bring forth the essence of
culture what was impinged into our cultural straits long ago about the
aboriginals to extrapolate the present status of them.

3.Research method:
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For persuing the present study we have adopted descriptive research
methodology. The study is mainly based on secondary data collected from
relevant books and other literatures.

4.Interaction, Conflict and Assimilation:

4.1.Education System in the Ramayana and the Mahabharata Era and
Resemblance in Present Scenario:

Education enlightens people, inputs consciousness and brings renaissance
by creating mass awareness. Education is also the cause which preserves,
contains and carries on the culture. To kill a culture, it is enough to uproot
that very community from the threshold of education system. With the
invasion of Aryan, the language Sanskrit had arrived on the stage which
was completely unknown to the aboriginals as they were supposed to speak
using different versions of proto-Dravidian language. Not only that they
brought along the caste system in which aboriginals were placed below of
those strata and they were not allowed to get a minimum scope to recite
Vedas (Dutta, 1909:9-11). Was not it an autocratic administration? A baby
did not select where he/she was going to enlighten, it was the society’s
supreme that made decision for his life. Satyajit Roy’s great creation ‘Hirak
Rajaer Deshe’ clearly portrayed that when a whole community was devoid
of education what happened with them. Ekalavya the Nishadha prience
went to Drona to learn archery. But Drona not only differed to accept him
as his student due to his caste but also compelled him to cut off his thumb
only in intention to make Arjun, the Aryan prince a superior one to satisfy
his revenge and to continue his profession as a royal teacher (Basu, 2012:
50). Whatever knowledge and skill Ekalvava had learnt, it was only by his
dedication and self-study. Later period, Ekalavya was annihilated by
Krishna as he was reckoned as a barrier in the path of establishment of
dharma. The same instance is there in the Ramayana where it is narrated by
sage Vishwamitra that Demon king Bali was treacherously defeated by
lord Vishnu to restore the position of king of gods lord Indra in spite of the
fact that king Vali was a devotee of lord Vishnu ( Basu,2019:25) Now the
question was arose which was the dharma: the dharma of Aryan, the
legendry of Aryan supremacy. In every society, everyone should get the
opportunity to rear his culture and creed. Snatching someone’s culture is
just like cutting any root of the tree. It was clear from that episode that the
Aryan in every aspects tried to diminish the aboriginals and their culture.
Making impotent a language in a society is equivalent to wipe off that
culture. In the Ramayana we have noticed that several non Aryan clan
leaders interacted with their Aryan counterpart in Sanskrit, the Aryan
language. = Human, the  Vanara  Amatya(  chief  secretary)
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(Lutgendorf,2007:17-20,Sattar,2020:107), the Nishada king Guha and
Rakshasa Ling Ravana and his brother Bibhishan were well acquainted with
the Sanskrit language (Basu,2019:206,107,398). Today, In spite of
sanctioned number of school is 632, throughout the whole country only 367
Eklavya Model Day Schools (https:/tribal.nic.in>EMRC) are there that are
working for the tribal students where number of enrolled students are
85700. Maximum tribal languages still do not receive the status of Indian
Official Language. Again there is a handful of schools where there is a
scope to learn tribal language as mother tongue. In 2011 census
(censusindia.gov.in) there is no mentioned about the number of schools
where tribal language taught as mother tongue irrespective of Eklavya
Model Schools. The legacy which was sowed in long ago still was now
continued. You can condemn us by telling that there is reservation quota for
them to get entry into higher education and in government jobs. But the
question arises here how many of them can able to avail the opportunity.
There is high rate of drop out and illiteracy among them due to many wrong
implementations of government policies and a negative perspective about
them makes us helpless to accept them as ours. The echoing voice of ‘we’
and ‘they’ reverberates everywhere in the society.

4.2.Marriage:

In the Vedas, Manusmiriti and dharma Sastras eight types of marriages
were depicted. Among them, the first three were performed on the basis of
father’s consent of that girl that was happened in case of Gandhari (Basu,
2012: 42) . Another one was seen among the rishis where daughter was
given for performing rituals along with bulls and cows. The next one was
way of Gandharva where women were free enough to choose her
counterpart just as Shakuntala and Kunti did (Basu, 2012: 31,42). Later, the
Gandharva turned out to be challenging activities among kings were present
in that Syambar sabha. Among them who were superior enough to come
across the challenge was taken as groom of that very bride like in the cases
of Sita and Dropadi (Basu, 2012: 71). If a woman was purchased, it was
recognised as the marriage culture of Asura through which Madri was
purchased and Pandhu got entangled her. If the bride was ensared just like
Amba, Ambika and Ambalika, that way of marriage was treated as the
custom of Rakshasa (Pattanayek,2010:36), the forest dwellers. Again if a
women was forcefully raped that was treated as the marriage customs of
Pisachas( Vampires) just like Ravana did so many. The powerful Aryan and
non Aryan kings forcibly married women of Aryan and non Aryan origin
(Basu,2019:269).
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From the description of marriage types, it was very clear that the marriage
system of Aryans was exogamous. They used marriage as a tool to play a
protective role to safe their status, as a political weapon to enlarge power
and support when it was needed in war and used as a strategy to enlarge
periphery. As within the marriage of one month, Kunti did not get pregnant,
Bhisma purchased Madri, the fertile woman to get a successor of the throne.
There Gandhari was forced to marry a blind man Dhritorastra only to save
their country. Vichitrabirja was not himself able to collect a woman to
marry; there Bhisma was sent to capture women by force to collect for the
same. Aryan followed every possible ways to collect woman for marrying.
Their approach was exogamous. Even to make it justify, in the Mahabharata
it was clearly written that a man belong to higher strata could able to marry
any woman belong to any strata and this marriage was valid according to
social system. But the striking feature is if non Aryan women were get
married to Aryan men then their offspring were rarely accommodated and
recognised in the Aryan strata. In the Ramayana, the fathers of major clan
leaders of the Vanaras, the bears and the Rakshasa tribes, were Aryan king
or the Aryan Gods (Bose, 2019:17, Bhattacharya,2019:132,139,181), but
neither they were given the status of the Aryans nor they were permitted to
leave in the Aryan society. Along with their mother, they were abandoned
and forced to stay in aboriginal society. Even these half Aryan children
were denied of getting any right over their father’s property
(Neelakantan,2012:19-23). Where if a man from lower strata married a
woman from higher strata, their children were not acceptable for the society
by making this rule, the exogamous marriage between aboriginals and upper
caste was made prohibited. The aboriginals were compelled to marry within
their clans and as a result the path to upper mobility was closed for them.
Again it imposed limitations on aboriginals regarding choosing girls
without from their clans. Even in present days, the endogamous marriage
system still is prevailing among tribes. They marry within their clans.
Polygamy was prevalent among both tribes and non-tribes. Polyandry was
very rare, only in the case of Dropadi, it was recorded. Among few tribes as
for examples Todas in the southern part of India, some hill tribes belong to
Uttaranchal, polyandry custom is still followed to stop the division of
property. Polygamy is now prohibited by implementing law.

4.3. Sankritisation for Upper Strata but not for Aboriginals:
Throughout the Mahabharata and the Ramayana there are ample examples
which vindicates the examples of interchanging of profession in the upper
strata of society between the Khatriyas and Bramhins but when a aspirants
from a lower strata tried to attempt this, he was made forbidden to do such
for the sake of social stability. Was it not one type of hypocrisy of the
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society? The rulers made the rule for their own sake to keep the lower strata
in lower status always. As per class doctrine of Vedic society, a son carried
on the professional traits of his father to keep the sustainability of the
society intact and tradition. Dronacharya and Kripacharya did not spend
their lives on spiritual pursuits, they found it to be worthy to be a royal
teacher and spent life with grandeur ( Singha, 2017: 184). Parashurama left
the spiritual practices and became a warrior later. When Vishwamitra and
Kaushika leaving the warrior community joined the spiritual community to
realise the true power of spirituality, the same society did not allow them
easily. Sage Vishwamitra who was earlier a kshatriya king but when he was
defeated by the sage Vashistha by the power of brahma then he had
undergone a tough penance to get recongnised as brahmarshi to enjoy the
power and staus of a sage (Basu,2019:42-54).Even in present society, how
knowledgeable a person from a lower strata may be, he/she is never eligible
for to attain the dignity of dwija.

But when the case of Ekalavya and Karna (Singha, 2017: 193) came, they
were proscribed by the society to keep the society bombproof. When in
front of Kuru society, he had showed his archery skills, he was forbidden by
saying that a son of chariot had to be a chariot. When Ekalavya was master
in his skill by self-effort, only to pursuit his position Drona instructed him
to offer him his right thumb as guru-dakhina. What was a fallacy of the
society? After accomplishing education a student had to pay dakshina i.e.
fees to maintain the sustainability of guru in real life. What Drona achieved
as guru dakhina was much more than his real needs or we could enumerated
it that he used his knowledge to be king from a poor bramhin. Even Bali,
Ravana were devotees of Aryan Gods, well knowledgeable in Vedas, king
but never able to reach the status of dwija (twice born). Another fine
evidence of sanskritization is the case of sage Vishwamitra who was earlier
a kshatriya king but when he was defeated by the sage Vashistha by the
power of brahma then he had undergone a tough penance to get recongnised
as brahmarshi to enjoy the power and staus of a sage. Even in present
society, how knowledgeable a person from lower strata may be, he/she is
never eligible for to attain the dignity of ‘dwija’.

4.4.Food:

The epics also throws light on the food habits of the Aryan and non Aryan
communities. The Aryan sages take different fruits, milk and also offer the
same to the guests. Sage Vashistha had welcome king Vishwamitra with
Jiggery, honey, good quality warm rice, excellent wine, soup, curd, clarified
butter etc. The royal people and other people of kshatriya clan were
accustomed with eating cooked meat of goat, Sambar deer, black buck, wild
hog, wild hen etc where as plenty instances are there where non Aryan
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people were eating uncooked raw meat, drinking blood of animals. Even
oftenly chandalas , a non Aryan clan, referred as eating meat of dogs which
was highly condemned by Aryan leaders and sages (Basu,2019:51). During
his stay in Dandakaranya, prince Rama along with wife Sita and brother
Lakshmana had eaten roasted meat. The non ariyan Nishada king Guha had
welcome prince rama along with his wife and brother with delicious food
for them. Probably the Nishada king Guha was a vassal of Dasharatha , the
king of Ayodhya. So he was well accustomed with food habits of the Aryan
prince. We get the description food habits of king Ravana and his nobles
which were similar to the Aryan people. The asuras, the rakshasas were
often mentioned as man eater. As the maximum aboriginal people were
living near or inside the forest so they were hunter gatherers. The habit of
man eating was probably exaggeration by the writer. This type of portrayal
of food culture of aboriginals was probably for indignation and to prove
supremacy of Aryan culture. The kings, the nobles and the soldiers of
Aryan and aboriginal consume intoxicating liquor for amusement. The
Vanaras consumed some intoxicating juice named as ‘madhu’ and
‘maireya’ made from sugarcane juice and rice (Basu, 2019: 299,
Bhattacharya, 2011 :195)

4.5.Dresses:

We get very little exposure about dresses and ornaments used by the
Aryans and the aboriginal people. From the description of Lava and Kusha,
the twin sons of king Rama, about the dwellers of ayodhya, we come to
know that men wore ear ring, turban and various type of necklace. They
also used red sandalwood mask for aroma. During the marriage of prince
Rama with Sita both were adored with beautiful ornaments. The sages used
to wear ‘Chir’ a kind of tattered clothe made from bark of the trees which
they use for covering lower part and upper part of the body. Before going in
exaile prince rama , his wife sita and his brother Lakshmana all of them had
worn garment made from kusa grass(Basu,2019:98) people from higher
strata specially the royal people wore costly fine apparel. Men and women
both wore riviere and wealthy young women wore anklets (Basu,2019:186)
the non Aryans also wear same styled ornaments. The rakshasa and the
vanara kings along with their clan leaders wore gold necklaces studded with
crystals and embedded with precious jewels. The rakhasa king Ravana used
to sit in the royal court wearing ornaments inlaid with precious gems. Even
his ‘pushpak chariot’ was adorned with various gold ornaments.
(Basu,2019:262, Dutta,1892 :897) The common aboriginal rakhasas wear
bark garment, tiger skin robe and sometimes wear iron necklaces. the
rakshasas, the daityas, the asuras, the pishacha and the chandalas were
generally portrayed as disheveled, rough hair and stench came out from
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their bodies. The cultural interaction between Aryan and aboriginals
probably had deep impact on the aboriginals specially among the clan
leaders and kings who imitated dressing style and wearing ornaments.
4.6.Culture of warfare:

Regarding culture of warfare tactics and weapons used by aboriginal tribes
and the Aryan people sharply differ. In ramayanya we have several
examples of using the word ‘Maya’ or ‘Mayabi’ for Asuras, Rakshasas
Daityas (Basu,2019: 24,175) which probably indicated that these tribal
communities were expert in guerrilla warfare. In guerrilla warfare
camouflaging is very important aspect to fool the enemies. Further it was
quiet often mentioned in the Ramayana that the rakshasas were more skilled
in night warfare. During the war with Ravana, the Vanara tribes made
counter attack on Lankan army in night time. There was sharp distinction
regarding types of weaponry used by the Aryan and aboriginal people. In
Ramayana all kshatriya kings and their army used bow and arrow, shield,
spear, javlin, sword, battle axe as main weapon ( Chakravarti, 1941 : 18-21,
Tatton,1896:15) where as the the Rakshasa, the Vanaras used boulders,
trees, nailed maul , even nail and teeth as their weapon. Here another
interesting feature can be noticed that the Rakshasa King , the Vanara king
and their army generals and clan leaders also used sophisticated bow and
arrow, pike, sword , axe like their Aryan counterpart ( Basu,2019: 375-
377) . The aboriginal kings were probably influenced by sophistication and
to be matched with their Aryan enemies adopted these weapons but their
army was largely dependent on traditional weapons.

4.7.Ritual after Death:

The death rituals varies among the Aryan and non Aryan tribal
communities. As per Aryan rituals the dead bodies are cremated. In the
Mahabharta after the battle the funeral pyre were made of sandalwood and
other aromatic woods for creamation of dead bodies ( Dutta, 1903:157).,
Even if there was unusual delay of cremation then bodies were preserved in
big reservoir full of oil. We have instance of king Dasharatha whose mortal
remain was preserved for few days. There was practise of going to heaven
by sacrificing self in fire. We have example of even Savara woman
sacrificing herself in fire ( Basu,2019:200) imitating the way of attaining
heaven mainly followed by the Aryan sages. The rakshasas were buried
after death only with exception in the case of the rakshasa king Ravana who
was cremated on the command of victorious Aryan prince Rama
(Basu,2019: 376, Neelakantan, 2012: 12 ). This was probably the begining
of Aryan culture among the Lankan people. But the vanaras followed the
cremation like the Aryans. The Gridha king Jatayu was creamated by Rama
himself. It was probably that fathers of all the Vanara clan leaders were the
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Aryan gods and Sages so they followed the Aryan rituals. Another reason
might be that they were already acculturated in Aryan traditions.
4.8.Acculturation of Culture:

There are ample examples regarding the adaptation of aboriginals’ cultural
traits among Aryans as well as vice-versa. Polyandry was evident among
aboriginals. There was a tradition among aboriginals to keep the household
intact, only one daughter-in-law was accepted for all brothers. Following
the same tradition, when Arjuna told Kunti about a thing, Vyasa gave ample
examples to us so that we concluded that Arjuna referred to Drupadi, the
woman. She knew that only the unity among Pandava’s brother could able
to regain the throne. Purposefully she brought the whole scenario so that all
brothers married with the same lady to stop sexual jealousy which could
breed a split among the brothers. Madri was purchased for Pandu which was
a way of aboriginals to collect women by money for marry, an example of
acculturation ( Singha,2017: 244). According to a tradition depicted by
Pattanaik in his book ¢ Shyam’, Kansa was born out a rape
(Pattanayek,2010: 97) by a Gandharva which was again a tradition of
aboriginals followed by an Aryans. Bhima married Hidimbi, Arjuna married
Ulopi : both women were associated with aboriginal community
( Bhattacharya,2014 : 153-177). The language of aboriginal was different
genres of proto-Dravidian. In yajnas, Sanskrit hymns were used. Performing
yajnas was one of the remarkable cultural traits found in both the epics.
Yajnas was performed mainly in the priesthood of Brahmins Sages by the
kings. The kings perform Ashwamedha Yajnas to gain special things as
well as respect and honour. Most importantly the non Aryan kings also
perform yajnas like their Aryan counterpart. Ravana, Vali, Hanuman
(Bhattacharya,2019:160) and demon king Bali were expert in Vedas.
Furthermore the non Aryan clan leaders or kings also worship Aryan gods
like Rakshasa king Ravana worship Lord Brahma , Lord Shiva, Lord Agni
(Bhattacharya,2019:184) and his son Indrajit specially worship Lord Agni
before going for war or invasion(Bhattacharya,2019:220). Most strikingly
king Dasharatha invited even sudras in his ashwamedha yajna for gaining
children (Basu,2019:14) .These were the perfect example of acculturation.
In Himachal Pradesh, there was a temple named ‘Hidimba Devi Temple’
which was supposed to set up by Maharaja Bahadur Singh in 1553 CE
(https://en.m.wikipedia.org>wiki. .hidmbi). Hidimba was presumed to live
there with her brother Hidimbi. It can be easily interferred from this episode
that perhaps after married with Bhima, Hidimbi left all the traits of asuras
and adopted Aryan culture and traits, that was why her temple was made
and she was worshipped as deity. Because before that she married as per the
rule of asuras, married the person who was strongest in the forest, after
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killing her brother, Bhim was the strongest in the then period in the forest
that was why she had married Bhima .

There was no idolatry worshipped practiced among aboriginals. But in the
Mohabharata, Ekalavya worshipped the idolatry of Drona before starting
practice of archery. Vedas was also called shruti as it was recited to
remember, no written manuscript was there. It had been verbally transfused
from 2000BCE with the help of mnemonic technique (
https://en.m.wikipedia.org>wiki>veda). Rig Veda was written first at about
1500-1200 BCE and the rest three were written in 1200-900 BCE. In time
of Harappa Civilisation, script was discovered which still now we are
unable to decipher. But in Aryan civilisation, it was clearly evident from
Vedas there was no alphabet and manuscript there. Ramayana was also
recited and different regional fragrances had made their entry there. With
the help of lord Ganesha, Vyasa was able to script the Mahabharata. We can
casily make the surmise that the culture of writing was adopted by Aryan
from the aboriginals which was also a burning example of assimilation of
culture of the then period.

4.9.Position of Women:

Throughout the Epics, both the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, women’s
roles and positions were depicted through different studies and real life
scenarios. Women’s roles in house hold chores were prioritised. Anamika
and Savitri were the perfect example in this regard. Keeping muni Kaushika
waited, Anamika first served his husband then the muni. Being a virtuous
wife, she first chose Satyavan as husband and then with devotion she
restored the life of her husband from Yama along with four other boons.
Gandhari made herself blind to follow her husband in the sickness and in
the misery. Dropadi, After facing so many humiliations in the game of dice
for her husband Yudhishthira, she never resumed herself from the service
she ought to pay to her husband and followed them in the time of exile.
Throughout the both epics, women were considered as the mechanism for
fertility. The number of sons she had enlightened ensured and secured the
social position of her in the society. That was why Kunti for the second time
resisted herself to help Madri to give birth of more sons. The importance of
son was so much in these times that society gave permission of different
ways so that a woman could get pregnant. Women also were used by their
father as service providers, in the case of Satyavati and Kunti that was
highlighted. Apart from regular rituals for marriage, women were raped,
purchased, abducted for the same. The queens also exert their influence in
court politics. In a tricky manner ‘the Babata (dearest)’ wife Kaikeyi forced
the king Dasaratha to send the heir prince Rama in exile ( Basu,2019:76).
Some women did yajanas as men, such as Amba ,Sita who in her previous
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life named Vedavati was a hermit ( Basu,2019:404), and Yayati’s daughter
Madhavi (Pattanayek,2010: 24). Apsaras, the river nymph were exploited
by the Aryan society to meet sexual desire of Gods, sages and kings. There
was a huge practice of abandonments of children by their biological parents.
Instances are also there to adopt girl child like Kunti and Sita
(Mukhopadhaya,2011:23) Shankuntala and Vishawamitra had deserted
Shakuntala, Kunti had desolated Karna. There was marriage seen between
Aryan and aboriginals in the case of Bhima, Arjuna, Ravana, etc. but their
children did not receive as much recognition and respect as their Aryan
children from society and family. So it could be easily concluded from that
women from aboriginals did not receive that much social status, tribal
women were rather used by Aryan society.The culture of patrilineal society
has been to some extent intact since the Vedic age. Despite implementing
different laws, women are still subjected to different violence, exploitation
and harassment even in the progressive phase of human civilisation.

5.Conclusion:

Culture is the behaviour pattern of life, the world at outside. Whatever the
strings we make in our lives, are connected with the next generation and so
on and the tradition of culture is carried on. Both, the Ramayana and the
Mabhabharata throughout the sub-continent successfully created a cow web
of culture which in later period spread across many regions with some
addition as well as subtraction with the main events. The two epics were
well enough to establish the key concept of Aryan civilisation such as
rebirth, dharma and law of karma on the minds of aboriginals as well. That
is why in later period aboriginals adopt Hinduism with open hands and
minds. The great two wars of two epics served the purpose to bring
aboriginals who lived in forests, hills or some remote places near to the
culture of Aryan and cultural communication and transaction was occurred
which made India a religious lands with char dhams , twelve Jyotirlingas,
the twelve selected grounds for Kumbha mela along with fifty-one Shakti
mahapiths. The motive was to spread the Aryan religion and culture and set
up the superiority of Aryan culture over the aboriginal cultures and to
establish cultural unity underlying linguistic variations, cultural
dissimilarities and ethnographic diversity. The famous debate between
Ghurey and Elwin affirmed the fact that two epics flourishingly abled to
create a mesmerised labyrinth among the aboriginals that they were slowly
but steadily acceded to Aryan culture. The word Rakshasa, Pisacha,
Chandala and Vanara are still used by us as disrespectful words. But
somewhere, in somehow the seed in the blood revolted against this
submission and as a result they neither transformed themselves as totally
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Aryan nor the society completely was completely bowed to embrace this
change. The revolt of blood still has been since the time of the Ramayana
and Mahabharata.
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Abstract

Death rites among the Khasi tribe of Meghalaya, is an essential part of their
life cycle rituals. This paper focuses on the Pnar, a subset of the Khasi tribe,
and the death rites they practice. This paper gives a brief outline about the
people of Nangbah, of West Jaiiitia Hills District in Meghalaya, their death
rites and beliefs that about death and the soul, outlining Christian practices
around death and focusing on Indigenous religion- Niam Tre. Though
Christianity has swept over half of the population, some aspects of
traditional life are still infused into the everyday activities and beliefs of the
population. Even among the Christian converts, remnants of the old religion
remain, though most of the intricacies are avoided. Thus, the study also
includes the ritual performances of the concerned participants, their actions,
taboos and materials used. Death rites among the Pnar of Nangbah is also

being studied from an emotional psychology angle.

Keywords: Religion, ritual, rite, death rite, Pnar-people, change and

continuity, symbolism, emotional psychology.
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1.0 Introduction

A rite may be defined as a ceremony prescribed by a religion or an
observance, in customary terms, of a stage, phase or event in the path of life
of an individual or group of individuals. ‘Rite’ is commonly referred to as
‘ritual’ interchangeably, either way, both are integral to envisage a culture’s
religion. “The term ritual can refer to any repetitive sequence of acts.
Psychologists use the term when referring to repetitive compulsive activity,
such as the ritual of washing one’s hands dozens of times a day...However,
when the ritual involves the manipulation of religious symbols such as
prayers, offerings, and readings of sacred literature, we call it a religious
ritual” (Stein and Stein, 2017, p. 125).

According to Stein and Stein, (2017, p. 136-137) Rituals are classified
into various types according to the nature of requirement and death rituals
fall under Therapy rituals; as beings of consciousness, humans will try to
reason why illness, accidents and death occurs and develop various methods
to cope with the problem. In Nangbah, death rituals are performed through
sacrifices and offering to appease the spirits. However funeral ceremonies
are rites, that is, a kind of journey the dead and living must both take to
arrive at a different phase altogether, when the ceremonies are complete.
Death rites incorporate the deceased into the world of the dead (Van
Gennep, 1960, p.146).

This paper is an attempt to address a few tenets of the Death rites of
the people of Nangbah, of West Jaintia Hill in Meghalaya. The Pnar are a
subset of the larger Khasi Tribe which also includes the Khynriam, Bhoi,
War and Lyngngam, who form the people of the Hynniewtrep or Seven
huts. The original religion of every Khasi is believed to have been the Niam
Khasi and Niam Tre among the Pnar, which is has animistic roots, nature

worship and a belief in deities and ancestors. When Christianity entered the
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Khasi hills, this old religion started to diminish, however in recent times,
the religion is gaining popularity in regards to its connection with Khasi
culture and identity. Thus, in alignment too with demystifying the elusive
concepts of magico-religious properties of the Khasi religion, this study
aims to give insight into one aspect of the culture and religious outlook of

the Pnar through the death rites practiced at Nangbah.

2.0 Research Questions

The main research questions that will be addressed in this paper regarding

the Death Rites among the Pnar of Nangbah, are:

i.  To what extent does continuity of traditional religious concepts still
persist in the society in the context of Niam Tre and Christianity

ii.  What do we know about Symbolism in ritual performance of the Pnar
of Nangbah with focus on Death Rites

iii. How does the performance of Death rites meet the emotional
psychological aspect of experiencing loss in death and moving

forward.

3.0 Objectives

The objectives of this paper are:

i.  Try to see if there exists continuity of traditional religious concepts in
Death rites in the context of Niam Tre and Christianity

ii.  Attempt to delineate the symbolism behind the performance of the
death rite.

iii. Connect the psychological aspects of the performance of rites to the

actual experience of loss in death.
4.0 Research Methods

The following study was conducted as part of the ethnographic fieldwork
for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Anthropology. The approach
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taken was initially a structure based functional approach, which after
rapport establishment turned into a Symbolic-interaction approach, where
observation played a key role and participant observation in certain
situations. Furthermore, to dive deeper into the indigenous knowledge fount
of the people at Nangbah, interview schedules were introduced in semi-
formal settings. Conversations in everyday settings opened up a plethora of

insight into the people and their day to day lives.

The major point of access was the key informant, through whom many
connections were made, many avenues for events and conversations opened
up and intellectual discourses took place. Interpretive anthropology was
used as an etic perspective (outsider’s perspective) tool to help strike a

balance of perspectives to the study.

5.0 Data Collection and Analysis

The data interpreted below was collected as part of the fieldwork conducted
at Nangbah, West Jaintia Hills Meghalaya during the earlier months of
2021, and the methods employed were mostly participant observation,
interviews and conversations with informants and key informants. The
Analysis of the same was done through ‘sympathetic introspection’ through

methods of symbolic Interactionism (Angrosino, 2007, p.6).

Death rites in Nangbah take place in two major distinct categories: a
Christian category and a Niam Tre category. The major Christian
denominations that exist in Nangbah are Roman Catholics and the
Protestants which are further subdivided into Presbyterians, Full Gospel
Fellowship, Church of North India (CNI) and the Seventh Day Adventists,
who have life cycle rituals that are almost exactly similar, and this includes
death rites. When someone passes away, the body is kept for three days,

buried on the third day with a service to commemorate the life of the
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individual; this usually takes place on the front porch of the house, the
casket is brought outside and the immediate family members gather around
the casket and people sit and listen to final words of gratitude towards the
people who have helped out during the whole preparation and to talk about
the life of the deceased and say their final goodbye; his is usually done by
one family member only, followed by a sermon from a priest or pastor,
coupled with carefully selected hymns and prayers, before the body is taken
to the graveyard. The funeral procession is led by the holder of a cross,
holder of wreaths and the casket follows, but in recent times, mortuary vans
and cars packed with mourners and sympathizers holding on to flowers in

wreaths and bouquets.

At the graveyard, another service takes at the site where the body is to
be buried, the casket is then lowered into the grave covered or wrapped in a
bamboo mat, after which anyone who wants to pay their respects, toss three
fists full of soil into the hole and move away. A peculiar occurrence is the
distribution of Kwai’- which has to be eaten in the graveyard but not forced
upon anyone. Another service is held in the evening called jingiaseng
pyntngen to help ease the pain of the death and burial of the loved one.
During these three days of funerary rites, the doors and windows of the
house are left open or slightly closed but not hooked, to allow the recently
deceased spirit to roam freely in and out as they please and an additional
three day after the main funerary rites as well. It is said that after the
additional three days they enter a lait miet’ phase which means to have
crossed the night. Only then, do the doors finally close because it is

believed that the spirit of the deceased has finally parted from this plane.

' Kwai is a mild intoxicant eaten in combination, wedges of areca nut, with betel
leaf and a smidge of lime (calcium chloride) which induces a warm sensation and a
reddening of the saliva from the interaction of the lime and the betel leaf.

? Lait - to be free of obstacles; miet - night.
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In Niam Tre death rites, the first night is dedicated to teifi’syngngia or
the calling of Syngngia or Rngai* (Kharkongor, 1968, p. 314) in Khynriam
dialect; it as an apparition or a ghost, the word also implies spirit, an energy
of presence of a being, human or otherwise; the relatives of the deceased
call upon the spirits of ancestors of their clan to come take the spirit of this
deceased person with them to the afterlife. This takes place in two locations
in the premises where the deceased resided, the men which include the k7ii
or the maternal uncle, clan elders from both clans, all clan members and
friends who are male gather around a fire outside on the cemented front
yard and the women, mother, grandmother, maternal aunts and paternal
aunts, friends gather inside the house and in the room where the body is
kept. The ceremony takes place in the evening, where a libation basket
called a Luwa’ is taken around the circle of clansmen and a few elders
accept the offering for the ancestral spirits; the liquid is a thicker rice beer
that is offered around and served only to the ones able to speak the sacred
words of covenant as they repeat requests and well wishing that take a beat
of their own like a chant whereby each man who that takes up the offering
chants and prays calling upon their ancestors, requesting their presence. The
clan elders do not partake of the drink themselves but pour a small amount
out on the bamboo mat before them as a sign of respect and offering of the

drink to the ancestors.

The younger men and boys of the clan go around to distribute plates
for serving rice and water in a basin for washing of hands before they
perform a brief enactment of partaking of the rice, which is thereby
immediately scooped away by the waiting participants who have jobs for

cleaning or serving; after this, the basin of water is recirculated for the

3 Teifi is a Pnar word, meaning persistent request.

* Also means a shadow being.

’ A long basket that is tightly woven from very fine cane ribbons and smoked to give
a dark brown color.
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enactment of washing hands after eating, then the plates are taken away and
kwai is served to end the meal, and the mats are cleaned with makeshift
bamboo brooms. The next step, involves taking a piece of burning log into
the house, hovered above the dead body to purify it, along with some words
spoken to ease the spirit into the afterlife; an egg is placed inside the linen
that covers the body to witness the purification. The end of the ritual for the
first night before cremation is marked by the cutting and burning of some
pieces of wood of pine to symbolize torches that can be carried home by
relatives and funeral attendees, to light the way but is just used symbolically

now that every person possesses torch-lights and cell phone torches.

The cremation day, starts early with the cleaning of the clan’s burning
pit and the surrounding areas which includes the clan cist called the moo-
buh-chyeini® where the bone and ash deposits of all the deceased matrilineal
kin are placed as a final resting place. The funeral pyre is made from freshly
cut resinous pine trees, fashioned expertly into a box-shape in the funeral
burning pit. A clan member then spreads some powdered rice on the ground
and throws an egg to a big tree that overlooks the clan burial site this is
done so that the great tree can witness that the area has been well prepared
and is ready for a proper cremation. The funeral rites before taking the body
to the cremation site, also called Tpep, include another tifi syngngia where
requests are made to ancestors to guide them in the journey to the tpep so
that no obstacles stand in their way nor bad energies disrupt their path, also
to ask their departed family member to not harbor any feelings of regret or
dissatisfaction if errors were made by the living in the preparations because
they are only human and so that the deceased won’t forget them but bless

them from beyond the clouds.

They come out of the house in a procession led first by carriers of logs

¢ Khasi - maw-buh-shyieng, meaning stone cist for keeping bones
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of burning wood from the fire that has been burning since the night before,
the wood will be used to ignite the pyre. The body follows, carried atop a
stretcher fashioned from bamboo and covered in white silk cloth called
Ryndia tlem a symbol of holiness and being free from sin that symbolizes
the state in which the goddess Ka Lei Synshar first placed humankind in,
that is in holiness and innocence. A red smaller cloth is paced on top, which
is called Lei-tieri, a symbol of judgment, as the deceased will be judged for
three days- on the first for deeds toward matrilineal kin, in the second day
for deeds towards patrilineal kin and on the third day, for deeds towards

friends and acquaintances.

While the nody burns, women of the clan of upstanding, decent and
moral qualities and of good health perform the task of food offering on the
clan cist, pouring libations and alcoholic drinks to request and coax the
ancestors to not leave the recently deceased as yet, but to keep on guiding
them in the path the dead must walk. When the flames are devouring the
dead body, a sacrificial ritual is performed with a cock. The cock is
sacrificed because he is believed to be the one to make the way or the
creator of the path to the world of the dead. The corpse of the cock is taken
and it’s blood and feathers are smeared on the four pillars of the burning
pyre, to symbolically witness that the dead person has been properly
cleansed and ready to be renewed in a holy covenant. Offerings are made to
the pyre of areca nuts and betel leaves and a conical basket - ka khoh’ is
hung on one of the pillars of the pyre symbolizing the basket that the person
will used to carry all the offerings with into the ancestral plane. When the

body is completely burnt, the fire is doused with water from a brass utensil.

The women then go around the pyre several times waving their hands

7 Conical basket made out of ribbons of cane, used to carry various things from
agricultural produce to clothes in. It is attached with a strap-like structure and slung
on the head.
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from chest outward to the direction of the pyre, an act called Kyr-rupai this
act symbolizes the preciousness of the departed soul, that the soul has
finally departed from their hearts back to God the creator. They pray and
plead that the soul may return again in another birth in an event called Mih-
pyrtuit®. After the women folk have completed their rites that ensure that the
body and rot has been completely burnt away by speaking covenants and
dousing water and betel leaves atop the pile of ash and bone, the clans men
descend into the pit to meticulously gather every bone that is left untouched
by the flames. These are placed on to a Banana leaf, and cleansed in oil,
then each piece is picked up and placed in a linen cloth and each woman
present then goes and presents the mother or grandmother who performs the
tying of the cloth, with betel leaves in an act of bowing with folded hands.
The bones are finally wrapped and tied inside the cloth and handed over to

the clans mean to be placed into the clan cist.

The women return to make preparations for the next phase kren jutang
which is done after everyone has been fed when they return from the
cremation site, any able man of the clan or an elder can speak about the
ancient tale of the covenant of God and humankind, their duties, sins and

ask for forgiveness.

6.0 Result and Discussion

Every human being is subject to the life cycle, and each one of us has at
some point in our lives been involved in a ritual or a rite of passage,
whether be it how we were named, chose to cohabit or marry, or even how
we made pacts with friends. Rites surround us even as we graduate from
school. However, one thing connects us all and that is the most grim of all
rites of passage- Death. Death affects every individual, marking the end of
the life cycle beyond which nobody alive can narrate about, thus all we

¥ When the name of the deceased shall make an appearance again, in a new born
child within the clan.
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have is speculation amidst trust and mistrust that what will be after death is
not horrific in nature. Therefore, human beings have developed coping
mechanisms to give their dead a proper send off in various forms and ways,
from a simple cathartic goodbye to elaborate rites of passage. “Mortuary
ritual is viewed as the human adaptive response to death”(Davies, 2002, p.
7).When we come to explore broad topics such as health, illness or death,

this inclusive stance is necessary(Bradbury, 1999, p. 6).

The comparative study of death rites in Christian practices and that of
the followers of Niam Tre, revealed that they have completely separated the
ritual performance aspects of their death rites. However, certain beliefs such
as the roaming spirit connects the two culturally. In the Christian belief of
the three days after burial and the three day judgment and purification
period of the soul. There are certain shared cultural taboos between
followers of these two religions, one is that family members of the deceased
residing in the same household are not to bathe until the next day after
burial or cremation. In the case of the Niam Tre, the person that carries the
rice cakes offered to the ancestors and the woman that recieves the oil-
bathed cremated bones on the white linen, cannot bathe until three days
after the event of cremation. There is also a peculiar and widespread belief
among all the residents of Nangbah village, that when a newborn suddenly
takes to illness of medically unexplained reason, or does not urinate, or
unable to pass excrement, or a bleeding naval, among other problems, it is
because an ancestor felt neglected and is causing these ailments to the child
so that only if the family member call forth the name of the ancestor will the
ailment disappear and there are many many instances in the village where
people walk around bearing the names of their clan ancestors, this is called

mih-pyrtuit.

A food taboo that is observed by the Niam Tre ia that they do not eat

221



meat, maybe dried fish is prepared but not meat because meat is a symbol of
jubilation and celebration and in death there is only sadness. The Christians
in the past too did not serve meat such as chicken because it is a meat of
celebration, but in recent times, any meat is served to the people who come
to sympathize and offer condolences. In another category of taboo, women
are not allowed to sit with the men on the first night of the funerary rites,
but have to sit separately in the house, or around the yard but not step onto
the circle of clansmen, male relatives and friends. The reason that was given
was that the women are the ones who prepare the food, the materials for the
ceremony and the pathway for the ancestral spirits to arrive, and they too

had their own role as mourners and callers of spirits.

Mourning, or representations of it, is both an act of release and an act
of holding on in the case of death, to the memory of the ones that have
moved on. It was witnessed in a few instances that there were women who
mourned and wept louder than anyone else along with a sing song tone of
chanting that gave a very sad tone and brought an aura of death and loss
into the funerary ceremonies. It was unclear if this was just part of the ritual
performance, or if it was genuinely because of grief, however in the
instance when a child passed on, real grief was witnessed in the demeanour
of the infant’s mother. True loss radiated from her whole personality at the
time of the funeral. Powdermaker (1960) states that emotional attitudes are
by their nature less easy to observe than rites (p. 50)... when is an emotion
real and when is it only a ritual expression? It may be both (p. 51). Actual

grief may get mixed in with the responsibility to perform the ritual properly.

The first night, the ceremony begins only in the evening, because the
clan elders chant covenants and pleas towards these ancestral spirits to
descend and wait the night for the deceased before their cremation day. The

words are spoken to the ones who have gone before, to God, and to the
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spirit of the deceased. The main requests are for the safe journey of the
spirits and that they may guide this new addition into their world safely
until they reach God’s gate and partake in the eating of kwai and that the
spirit of the deceased will not harbor any feelings of regret or sadness for

leaving behind this world and the people in it and an unfinished business.

The symbolic significance of the burning wood hovered over the dead
body is of purification purposes, fire cleanses and purges away all the bad,
the dead flesh and rot, additionally fire is believed to deter evil spirits thus,
in the first night though the common belief is that the torches light the way,
from an etic perspective, the torches of burning pine are given to attendees
of the funerary rite to deter spirits from following them when they return
back to their own homes at night. Moreover, it is believed that during the
funeral march towards the Tpep of cremation site, the logs of wood that lead
the way also burn away any evil entity that may be in their path and open
the way free of obstruction for the spirit of the deceased to travel. This
resonates with Mary Douglas’ theory of “Purity and Pollution”. In pollution
beliefs we find that the kind of contacts which are thought dangerous also
carry a symbolic load (Douglas, 2001, p.3). Fire can cause death, can wreak

havoc, yet it is fire that purifies as well.

If we are describing a death ritual we should also discuss the
sentiments of the participants (Bradbury, 1999, p. 6). The death rites at
Nangbah among the Niam Tre or among the Christian population, has time
and again been observed that the family members experience a calm amidst
their sorrow, after the last rites are performed. Death rites are a transitional
period for the survivors, and they enter it through rites of separation and
emerge from it through rites of integration into society (rites of lifting of the
mourning) (Van Gennep, 1960, p. 147). Thus, from an emotional
psychology stance, the belief that the soul of the deceased though taken
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from their line of sight, is somewhere living their best life in an alternate
reality or an ancestral plane or a heaven, this helps with moving on from the
state of bitter sorrow. In Christian rites, the service for sympathizing with
the family of the dead after burial, marks the transition of entering into
reintegration. Similarly, the next rite for the Niam Tre called Siang lei iaw
or going to the market, which takes place about a week or more after the
cremation, helps with the complete integration of the dead into the world of

the dead and the moving on of the living into their normal day to day life.

7.0 Conclusion

Death rites, are a complex and vast area of study, which involves much
more psychological evaluation, symbolic interpretation and a deeper dive
into the cultural mindset of the people under study. There is yet no solid
explanation or an empirical method that can actually test rituals and why
they take place and that is the rhetorical drama of studying rites and rituals.
However, with the few details that have been mentioned about the funerary
rights at Nangbah, the continuity of certain beliefs in society as seen in
carlier paragraphs that expresses a type of social cohesion, and identity that

only the people of Nangbah will bear.

Many aspects of myth and taboo, when broken down are simply
human nature expressed in an alternate form. Some events like the roaming
soul, or the calling forth of ancestral names are yet mysteries that may or
may not be solved. The main take away is that there is still a glacier beneath
the surface that has been scratched in this study of the death rites of the Pnar
of Nangbah, of West Jaintia Hills in Meghalaya.
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Abstract

The relationship between culture and technology is emerged with cyclical
way. A culture will develop technologies based on the needs or desires of
the people technological knowhow were influenced the way of life and
people lives and effects people’s culture. The change in life style can also
cure when a technology developed outside a culture is introduced into the
culture. Technology influences everyday life and has a strong influence on
culture. So technology is incorporated in all aspects of culture including
travel, food, government and technology shapes different culture and
differentiates one from another. It allows us to intermix. Technology plays a
crucial role in the development of a culture as technology is the knowledge
that people apply in adapting to their environment and this effects the
behaviour of mankind in the process of adaption.

Cultural diffusion of technology is a constant theme in the history
of the world. As different cultures meet, through, trade or conquest, they
almost automatically are interested in sharing their ideas and technologies.
A great example of this is the introduction of gun powder to Europe after
the crusades. So cultural diffusion is important to the development of
culture because it allows cultures to improve based on what they learn from
the others.

Keywords: Culture, Technology, Cultural Diffusion

1.0 Introduction

Implementation and application of technology influences the values system
of society by changing expectations and realities. When technology has
created lack of trust among people beliefs, customs and realities.
Technology has created unemployment, cultural lag and changes in social
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organization or institutions. Culture is diffused which is changed as a result
of technological advances. Sharing of ideas, information, goods and
services has advanced in communication technology ask and services has
advancd in communication technology and media through globalization.

Cultural diffusion indicates the spread of cultural practices, beliefs
tems like food, music on tools. The spreading of culture among members of
some cultural community or completely differently abled culture in the
world wide perspective. The world cultural diffusion in the main pathway
of cultures around the world share similarities.

In anthropology and social sciences cultural diffusion indicates the
spreading out of culture, cultural trails on a cultural pattern from a central
point. India’s civilization and culture spread in many parts of the world
through trade. They also followed the routes — one through land via Bengal,
Assam, Manipur and Burma to reach different part of south east Asia. The
merits of cultural diffusion is that the individual is able to term about ideas
outside his own culture. Here the main perception that individual accept the
experience of other and benefits of a new concepts. But major demerits of
cultural diffusion context any person their own identity of culture. Here we
divided three parts — from the first two are general reflections on the role of
digital technologies in the past and present and focus on questions,
expectation characteristics. The third part is the problematic features of
people who were born after 1980 which is called digital natives. Cultural
change has brought above by rapid diffusion of the new communication
technology in the globalised perspective. The cultural change is a topic of
interdisciplinary due to the common ground shared with philosophy,
psychology and sociology. The new era of the information on the era of
information and communication technology human societies are based on
information and communication technology experience that is its own
characteristics which is known as information society (Sarrof Zadeh, 2004).
Human increasing demand in this regard information and communication
technology is increasingly expanding into every work of life can favourably
affect (Mehralean, Shirm, 2004).

The culture has considered as one of the most important entities of
a society because it is assemblage of future and past and present. Culture
played pivotal role in terms of building common harmony, peace and
property with individual away from disrespectful attitude and behavior of
people. When cultural difference among are society to another process of
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cultural shock one may readopting and rejustify own home culture in
another cultural climate.

Things is not detached with society that is culture and technology
which arm mixed on combination made cultural diffusion. Culture
considered one of the rest important entities of the society organization are
changed with rapidly several focus like acquisition and implementation of
information and commercial technologies when we entire in the field of
change management various organization have been used to understand and
manage change in organization. Planned technologies has changed
organization with differ technology. The major facts of change is get this
approaches of change is linear process. It view ICT as an exogenous force
which constrains collective behavior in organization.

Another approach emergent perspective has consider the effect of
behavior and cognitive focus change in viewed as the result of dynamic
inter action between different colognes of people coming from different
back ground. It analyses the significance of ICT suitability in terms of use /
utilizing.

The case of military organization is used to verify the analytical
frame work. Wherein it is interesting in two reason — military organization
create strong organizational environment and secondly military organization
are interesting with that Americans Difference organization where we have
shown a deep process of technological transformation. Structurational
approach influence cultural focus is understanding technological change.

2.0 Review of related literature

Cultural difference between groups of human beings have always been are
very core of cultural and social anthropology since it become an academic
discipline as Hunnerz (2010) says “diversity is our business”. The article on
cultural change intends to make some proposals on how to think about a
European future and how to intervene consciously in the current situation so
that it keeps pace with you that is called ‘digital natives’ (Prensky. 2001).
There are no difference between male and female employees in term of the
use of information and communicate technology are same effects and the
application of information and communication technology between male
and female are different which made major difference. The cognitive
consequence (Gawain & Munzee, 2009) and hanges in cultural value (e.g.
Ingelhart & Welzel, by) has driven by modernity and modernization
technology usage is one key aspect of the modernization process due to
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pupils sense of agency. Laptop usage change the children perspective within
a traditional, so called west developing countries. Self construct save as
interpretive frames for understanding the world (Kitayama et. Al., 2007,
Markus & Kitayama 1997). The culture is a dynamic which is situated
cognition perspective (Oyserman, Sonensen, Reber, & Chen, 2007. The
impact of laptop usage on cultural value was mediated by self construal.
Modernization did not ‘crowd out’ traditional culture. ICT usage was not
Associated with reduction in traditional expression (Hasnl-N, Postms, T.
Vinne d. V.N., Thel V.W.; 2012). Some people who belong a particular
culture and his transformation is another culture may face several
difficulties due to unfamiliarity toward the new culture (Rederson, 1994;
Gaw, 2000; Meisel, 2012).

3.0 Objective of the Study

1) To find out the relationship between culture and technology.

2) To find out how technology is a reagent of cultural diffusion.

3) To find out how different culture as a reagent of cultural diffusion.

4.0 Methodology
This is purely exploratory research. Data are obtain from secondary source.
All information are gathered through documentary analysis like different
journal and books.

5.0 Analysis of Data

a) Impact of technology on culture

Culture defined as a system shared ideas, beliefs, knowledge, values,
customs, traditions, symbols, behaviou5r and different types of artifact that
belongs to a certain societal environment, culture is considered as the food
habit, music listening and practice, cloth wearing habits and the holiday
amuseme4nt habits that are showing among the group of people. Culture is
our root of all activities. Culture can be summarized as the way of living.

1) Clothing habit

The Japanese and the Chinese have to traditional cloth which is a robe type
style cloth for both men and women which is termed as ‘Kimono’. African
people also worn malabary long cloths upto knees. Turkis people composed
of loosely fitted trousers which named as ‘Shalvar’ and worm open fronted
Coat which is called ‘Kaftan’ or ‘Dolman’ and worm many jackets like
‘Cebken’ or “Yelek’ Turki’s also wear boots to protect the lower leg and
feet as well as hat in different style. The traditional cloths are having their
place in the field of culture. Today the people wear T Shirt, Jeans or
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Trousers and also try to keep their5 traditional cloths. Both traditional wear
and Modern T Shirt make cultural diffusion between different societies.

2) Religions

All people have their own religion, festivals and different beliefs and
customs. Religion have played a dominant role in people life style. Belief is
the major part of cultural diffusion. There are different religion in the world
as per example Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism. All religions are
different from each other in terms of their symbols, flags, faiths and
different types of worship. The part of the religious millues are different and
indispensable in our culture. Our digital divide period can easily learn other
religious and make cultural diffusion.

b) Impact of Culture on technology

Organisational culture has played a pivotal role in information technology,
performance and implementation. Culture is a important element in
consumer behavior. In few cases culture has direct impact on the adoption
of innovation and technology. In Vietnam and Poland cultudre has played a
dominant role on the adoption of high technology cal products. So culture
has an important role in the adoption in the process of high technological
products. The world has moved toward global markets with the interaction
between different cultural back up societies. Many management
organization and educational administration has failed to introduced other
cultural practices and value. World wide diffusion of information
technology at global lelvel where the technology has used many different
culture. Much technology has huge cultural force. As for example industries
has affected human behavior but not free from cultural influences. Many
cultural millue has followed different factor like power distance,
uncertainty, avoidance, masculinity and individualism. Power distance
indicate how society adopts unequal distribution of power. Masculinity
describes a cultural values in terms of decisive, assertive and opposite of
feminism with a societies modest behavior. Individualism indicates loose
relationship between the individual. The culture has been defined in term of
high and low communication context and monochromic or polychromic
orientation. High context communication reflected such type of culture that
covey the bulk of information. Low context communication indicates the
mass of information is in the explicit code. Monochromic time cultural
aspects discussed finish task sequentially in a society of scheduled manner.
Polychromic culture has characterized by several activities at same time but
little schedule in respect of society. The cultural have been defined by
several cultural variable where special emphasize given on how people

236



relate to each other, how people manage time and how they relate to nature.
So culture is a collective programming of the mind which distinguishes the
members of different categories of people in different societies to one
another. The globalization has led to the introduction of information
technology which offend developed by western cultures. Cultural values
wre designed and used of these technologies. The developed societies did
not embrace the technology due to cultural aspects and behavior of the
people.

6.0 Cultural Diffusion

The research investigate has explore different method of cultural diffusion —
like direct diffusion direct contact between two cultures i.e. trade inter
marriage, warfare, second type focus diffusion / expansion diffusion — one
culture defeats another and forces it beliefs and customs on the conquered
Group last is indirect diffusion where culture spread theory middle or
another. Cultural diffusion is the process by which some characteristics
spreads over space. Cultural diffusion has been occurred by external and
internal process. Different types of cultural diffusion contagious like verbal
video, spread by Hinduism. So and it higher archival like fashion or music.
Relocation Type of culture are spread Christianity and food.

7.0 Discussion

In this paper the researcher explore that technology as a agent of an neutral,
value free artifact. This artifact is a means of enhancing learning outcomes.
Todays savely technology has presented the value of dominant cultures and
supports the goals ambitions of society. Technology contributes a lot to the
cultural development of society digital artisans are being formed and people
are making creating a new world in respect of cultured. So culture and
technology are indispensable prt of society with each other. Relationship
between technology and culture is cyclical. A culture will develop
technologies based on the needs or desires of the people due to creative
influences. Technology is spreading and absorbed into the people’s lives. It
affects the culture and way life.

8.0 Conclusion

So cultural diffusion of technology is a constant theme in historical world.
The rapid spread of technology by media (mass) led to positive cultural
change in developing countries. If faster the communication has contributed
the democracy, reduction of poverty. Cultural diffusion spread the culture’s
practices, beliefs, and items like food, music, tools. Cultural diffusion is
many cultures around the world share their similarities.
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Proverbs of Greater Barisal Region/ 338 I*Ite/ Sieefers @qiw-2q5=
Md. Kamal Hossain (CT. SFI1eT (Z12)

Abstract

To find the heritage of a nation, it has to look back to its roots or
traditions. Proverbs are meaningful and make language lively and
juicy by oozing juice from tradition. It originates from various hearing-
views or physical knowledge or experience orally at various turns of
life. It is as if he can attract intense and concentrated attention in an
instant. A little joke, irony, sarcasm, surprise, other feelings and
thoughts spread in the mind of the listener or reader. Most aspects of
public life in any place are reflected in its proverbs and sayings.
Proverbs and proverbs are the main works of human experiential
wisdom. The proverbs that are prevalent in Barisal region are no
exception. Many proverbs and sayings common in this region may
be common and popular in other regions, while other regions'
expressions and languages are also common in Barisal region.
However, due to the regional pronunciation of Barisal, even if it is a
common expression of other regions, it becomes distinct and unique
'‘Barishailya’ as soon as it is pronounced. Proverbs in the Barisal
region are called 'hastar' (words of scripture) or 'mishal' (derived from
Arabic 'may bark' or example or comparison) .

Keywords: Barishal, Proverbs, People, Language, Theme.
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FALFA (Abstract): The word ‘Jangalmahal’ signifies four forest
covered areas of West Bengal - Purulia, Bankura, Jhargram and
Paschim Midnapore. These forest covered areas are an integrated
part of the Chotanagpur Plateau. During the Archaean age, when
most parts of India were underwater, land was seen in this
Jangalmahal area. Hence, started the journey of the earliest
civilization. And the predecessors of that civilization the Kurmi,
Santal, Kora, Munda, Shabar, Orao, Kharia, Nishad, Bhumij Korku,
Turi, Ganda, Kolhan who have managed to keep alive the culture
and heritage of Jangalmahal. These tribes have been using folk
technic for food production, building houses and to make their
lifestyle smoother since the very beginning of their civilization. These
folk technics carry the identification of the language, culture, lifestyle
and intelligency of these tribes. Some of these folk technics have
been forever lost in the folds of time lost while some have evolved to
meet the needs of the present tribes.

FEREE (Key Words): femeyfe, sReyfe, sfurieyfs, Fem-
FfI2R, T2, TRITG

10$[F{T Introduction)

Blicainy aawfﬁwmﬁz{m ai‘w—ﬁc@ﬁmﬁaw—fﬁamﬁw
A @GP AT 2 SRS aafmﬁﬂ—ﬁl?ﬂmw%ma‘qmﬂm
SIS O] ST (%o SeTa SeTiy S SroreTsiaret ©rel (R fweafeet
&P MR WM FOTeid A 5el | (12 S TACER ¥4 FOf, AN GfeT,

261



e, Yal, <1, eq18, <ifew, fram, sfite, @, O, o™, @ERE TmE
ACBT SFHETET Senfs Szl AFhod (RIS &K ¢ I8 T
@TATR | THTNRLER @3 NI AT TSN TR T G e
T P GO AT IR | QU g wefe qwes I| A
SR TR T fSae @ue 79 R e wmefe ) voes
TEreld (T3 T (A3 IR G Meaiwd T4 e “fiaes B
QTS AR ST | AWPARER, ITZ fsier fpedt aaf ey S It =i
@FAYfed TeRE 8 JRRE I@RI A WER MR AN @I
@G IR g G (T8 QLT ©OF e IR o 41 I |
TR N0 TG 8 FFOCT QAT 2ol (1291 (Tdeyfes afbe
frereita fraraeed Wikt e

2.0 STIFe AFRT &% 8 ST (Research Question and objective)
Torel RPICR GRSy SNy G/ (*TF M98 ol [Reaitma qier
STFIER T4 e Sy SR etz | 57T @7 G (@2 AR
T AFR & T @AY G TERE FECR T | S A e wifaw
AR TR Re@Abol 1 Eorerze-—--9F [{eI goiecs e a2
mmewwaiﬁwmwwﬁqW
3 2 BT8O, (E--

(>)WWWWWW%?

(R) @F EfFre 3R @TFayfed TeRE OBk a2 oM

IR @I ?

) SAF G G191 (@TFe e eFfrest Jf 2

3.0 2IT3Fet 2% (Research Method)

ITAIEE G2 2 (G TR T SN CRGTNFIR &A@ ©Arefed T & i
&7 Mz cF@I (Field Survey), e (Interview), ReaEeitd
wFEe (Case Study) “&fe Sifgs 52® 2R |

4.0 SYeeR 8 fRUsEst (Data Collection & analysis): &1 s2refe (AtF
4T AR THTNRER R FSETE 0 FESO R O T 5ET-----
(5) PP TR T E
(2) FFPTS @R fE
(9) F=F BB THAY S
(8) AMIACE (Y&
(@)

262



(v) crriifefes ETFefE
(9) Afeem efe
(b)) S @ E

(3) PR EagfE

AR GG 0N TS SR A G S| [ G
RFR @F 249 T BRI T IR T T @EeyfE e
FER TG WA I (A2 FFROTFR @eeyfeens FEah o
Slof T T-- ()mﬁasm)vfr&rﬁw o) MRMFFR @2 (F) S|

(3) PR TR EFAE

TR AR AT 6 (e e T2 @00 20— (i) FHe-redrt
(i) Oiaq FPT1 CARCeA, e, e, wmwmw
IGIACH TR 41 21 Foq0F 93 T FIG Q3R G0 eI el
| e tofd =7 A et F10 T | Fiediee et s “ofest” ate, o
IR GRS = 5 7l Mea tofd =1 @i for widiR Ffe’-a7
s R0 BT ICACR o115, ToT @2 §f 1 ABER FA <fw A e
*JICA TFC ©f (T FACA AR Tl | T (F62 ([ FACO A | T L [l
TR ZHICE | FITS IR T oG eqreT JeR Ffed B o fear wee
TR IS T T | NG R FA-« = TN LSBT A Fc!
W & I 4 W, 9F9F COR T 35 AR T fF@T @I AT
SR AT (AT T | *[& GO0 AT 76 21fi7 =f1erss sjret frem e
GG MG | T G SEFIFIE SRR AFe &1 FC AR &)
TS Ol FCH, A PF @RS (T | WFelF AH FG S @R
FTHICOV A1 2o TPACATAICAT | (TS SHTAZET (NATGAS 2O IPICET
‘IR (4=fe g Tafee | arw@ @36 Feez offer =1 93 [ e
VA (AP (TR FAMIRCT TTHCSN FACO QAR OFE JTHICT UIZ'S
AF | AR QEIe GIIB 778 FG-FIGACR I I AR | IS
TR 79 (TP * PSS T AW | OIR =P8 PG Afsraiced T
(SRR | QU@ AR T A G @ = | IR ALEGR F1eE Afoge
F(E G T T AR | 4P TS AeF 43R TR0 FG STl (<t
T TS | SO CEEfeite T WG A T (el af
AT | ©I2 (ATT PHBICHR T &Yfea T T (SR | (onf a3 ayfe
CATITRT | (ABIFT ©F fea Toff | @36 o171 Otd CIiia Fhef =e[
ST ACE | ST G (el AfA=er qiFag A_E &=y ST |
TR W SR AL (T (TR T S [Wfes zedt I/ @3s[

263



ST QIR OIEE T P R @R (S 47 AT | (TR TS
IS = FOMHF | TR N (T 7T #GC 07 T 2 O (HTIH
Few™ Iz wFCe A4 e, ©4 R FeMEE @ e 88 I
QR (Tl R I U2 G2 T RIS €11 2| S@ TR 4 & )
T OGN G SR QBT (4TS AT e | o1 O T ey oiwd
ofozs 1 = |

() RFFR TS EefE

TN MRS AWy SRR (T A e, Grefe 2@ -l (59),
dgg, fofer, 355, T, e YR AR | @RY 2ToF #A1fRF GRrem
sz fomer aware o2 oy -1 fsitaa ey for fon efes s st
W|WWWWW¢§§| CETRFIETCRR A==
IMRITG @I TR @1 AT Ay aa\kﬁ%wcw @3 O of AR
TSI FIOR AR ATCHE @R AR IR0 T | AT €@
ey RARPRT ¢ TR I77e =1 Bl iR Aifbw ST =1 I
BoeT | & et Zfe Wewd 1fb 0o Rt @ S (e R g
I ©of A TR &A1 =1 cel M @1 TR T I 1 93 T
BAIITS SR et tofd 201 @2 endmefiTe T et (e =1 @3
T (ol 1 T 1R (10 B=A (TFT) (ATF | 92 AT e forad o
I e | ATeST FTR Toim 0O QTFR G@T ATT | ISR
TSR T FIeAr S T Aol | awe@?@@ﬁﬂ‘{ﬁ@\’m‘ﬁﬁ@f
M I (@Gl @Y 2R Ao M (@ SN &1 G2/ 409 St
IR 0ol GG JCel B el &1 T i 7fo 4o e e
IR TE T G0 | a2 TT-9F G2 AT ThTef T a0 = 1 937 IRTR
Tor T I HeA W1 IF @R T JIFS T IFV | A AN
TE AR | YT LRI TP [ P | I Bee Jffhen <Aviw
TR @S | IR TR A@*RIE T YR e =71 AR
oo q W oI ool M@ @ T =1 9397 AT
GG S FeAT Sl SRR (@ (SAT || IRYR (I Seaqo
AT IFCE AZGL SIF2 T | IF (I AR Gy ¥ AR P
BT AT | $TF W3 fofeq @™ &y [T @ETeeyfe =) e ol
41 2 o Reaw <Afst1 <o e e @ Fadfen T wae A
<517 fooq @« coirar T (Lady Bird) wgaonf ar fefeasnfy arr =z
Q7T (72 4B SEree o0 @0 (ST | T BTG AR (e
T +1fRfS wr Ted 1 SNt AT o AN $X <5 A BT S
a3 v frca FieE oo w1t #Aififba Fite @rs v W3R <ibiTe B!

264



AT AR [RCIT “mafeors toff =1 =Iwa I AW @i A
MERGOIE | MeRaoIds Od IRE oe Jore AN e &% 5|
AT 3 FOIRCS 7 (@0 ATIROT o TR | AT 2 3fke o131 o1
Jfeee RIeee BT AIFRocs M0 7ok (@Il &A1 G ©f ¢o-d00 fBE
48 7o A | 3T wighen afels Fits ol T @It 4es 1“2l
O T DA T BT G2 AT 4R AT | (@01, Frgfo, Fegfer
3R @G 1R <@ Ty Ry SotearE fie 7929 741 | SIETod
SOF AT *[ I B AT &1 q77) FHiwefe amm o1 g $o
IR reTl =1 TOEE VY AT & @ AR ST AT AGH 2T |
IVICAGT @32 TS #(1f IRT Jfte Ay BT AR MRS @A | TR
e ARSI M AT DI (e @399 AR 4=y AT |

(o) IR ERRfE

(5) e xR wfs oo Ewerfe | It Fike Mz Jef toft =1
O @I A SEIGET ETLIT FIIT Fie I T | T Tl 2 (i,
TN T SR 1 () RIS BT 1 SNG-71 T 171 15 0ol | TR &ACS
TR FG AT ACF | S+ AE G o171 I ACE | e [
PITST TR B2 T 3w WRTs =11 TRIF $9F fea 3re wiHce =1 A
TRTSH | TR A0S CEIRR FIO ATF 0T TSFIA WS S e I07 I |
IS TR @ Tr ACF ©f A ARACS A 711 AR @ & G
TR @1 () e U sigfen uft I frca o S ot =
o Teer1 ‘U’ wIgfed MUsd PR JSIFE QG ALl AE | QT
AR (TP 936 7 wred T & T 2ACS A A | 9T nees @1
= IR | & e A @2 wie widie BifS (0T (eq 1 9 S TR
T AT A9 210w e TR ors 21 I @RI AR ATII ST TR
FECR ©4F To S NN N T | e IO e (T Mg TR 0%
| O e T W2l 4@ @1 IHFIET T9 AR, TR A
JIHT TS S I ([ T ©LF T T oS IR QNH @7 1 (8)
R 7-SIeR $5 AR IR A IR FRea e I 4w «ofs
P (R G2 RS AR FA AW | O3 FETH AR MR (P (O
I OTF R A A (€) CFGR T W (R NS I |
TR e [WME Mg S@d (IR BIFfe aAICal AEF | 9FROIR N0
ot Nfoa SIS AN AF | TTFOIR ST G A T | MR ARG TS
I St TiE Ao ot [fey Tt o el e wie f[(fog
TR T T TR ACE @A BIFroce b o0, i @RI I1 g
ATTCR | (V) PO T A4 AT 2P0 253 R AFHACH (A & AR Tl

265



I 92 T {2 JC T AR AR S (e 82 adR G5 g
CCHE T (BT TS GG (OfF] R | (&) AP FIHS AT JF |
G FY @I FF I oTe e g @19 TN 92 Sl (IR A |
() SIS & BIF #IT5 T =171 GG AR 44T 5QYS AP ({04 Cofd
| o2 A A W1 Yo GeE (@ O TOER N S FE 1 (v)
TS = 52T S 08 F9A0 | 93 T HEA] FAK &5 517 (AF
RIE (TP Bl T 1 (5) (e et cof 21 @ qereia Jeeiw Fiers
u @ @1 g6 @ (RO S SRS 90871 (R S
TR 96 FOOT ACF | SR TCLT & BT FAT Z0E SR Feo! M
g foo@ e IR @32 7fS It TR G =181 (d0) TR (5d) A6,
(52) oML, (s0) BT (58) TR, (S)*FTW, (sv) BoR, (59) SR Tonfn
R 419 Sl [ efe qeare |

) IR Errags

TTope] fRABICAR AL AN T[T THANK e (FC6 S B2 ICACR IR
FRIE Tofd PR | THTNRCT WA ST (B IO FIHATTR B TR
TR IR TPV DFIOR GO IR | PROREE ST
@FeRfEefs FEah @fts ot T -

(i) = ¥4 e

() A 72wl '8 IR &S

(ii) 7T SIZF 8 HTH &Yfe

(iii) CT5 @ 77 toRT efe

(i) &% 67 o

BICHA 212 63 Z& T COfd | O AT BIS S FEe | WG GTHCE G T
QA = TS oG | TEeTsIRe Aeed IRIA T ol = T |
TR PO R B I GRPI, BIAFE, TRoFE @R (@ |
GfETIE F @32 T/ T, BIAFIER AN A 7F 5§ T 59Ul T,
SE! fered WCoT | AFBFIE 5Tl T W OF WA I (TR G
AT ACF | ACROFE e WG el | @PTFIE (@@ Sl Wi
T | TR fofon SiRefefer zer—5t, 61, A1, #Ii5, #Iif* | @I Jere e
o FE2 @ 7o W @PF VR ShCS A% bl JRBd =7 =,
I (@M HIfeTE 51 €, AT 0 IneT | WQ JARIF 41 = (Bel She
T Q3R TIRICE MO I G | THeTsIe e e Sifs qaz)
ST WY LAFACAR IO T R | A & |INCTa &L @ G (Feq
¥, OIS 0T Wed (< TEF) | OCEd SEF T T A T O R 72

266



hed FIoT 1 WIS 4 Gfoieg veet | TS tofia &y 29T 517 =& Tefie,
TSI BIF 22T AT QIR PO b1T =1 (ST |

(ii) A= T @ I A

TSR AL QAT L | Al Al [ oo SIaerge 41 & |
ATTA Cofd T 12 “ofet'ce o Il 27 | FSie IR 9 JOICF 0T
e o | g 5 @z 5 71 of [eew fofrs s w1 =11 e
I TR 93 FoRl BT ‘@IET I @R T W Y02 (T |
‘@ Rt arite @A TR A @Ry o Ty, S, %1
o s0% tor I @I THE Aewifie =) ©iF 93 T
TO® ¢S TN | @A THER @Ol A AR FAF | R G4, 5Ab,
JI5, *I% W HI2 B FECRA | | FIER F(eA & A g el 79 75 @
G2 @IfRAr Ta @[l @R FfEs =i 3@t Growing, Begetting,
Birth, Production, etc. G BAM T A1 32 | ©IZ SR S_IE 2O
N SHEALCER W A BRI 2R el RO @red TwRars @z
< SeTKe Iamre AReE W |

(iii) 1= ¢ 8 75 &Y

MR RO GIREE (O I7ge =1 93 7 tofie & afe diferes
AR ‘N TR | ST (1 QAR Al T =7 1 (o NI (313
R RS ¢TI 301 wfwee ey fiea fefbra rsat =211 e1eee ey e
&S (SRR WF | AT, “RTTR T SABCF Y CoF ICAR | A6 Te
TSI MR SRS (e T 1 P (A T (ol R Gl TR |
SrTETRRLE Jrereet! e TR &S et 1, 12 i ST o 9 7e
TR | TS FIOH G AREH’ *&fe 2bfers et | b 417 51 @ &bl
FS | 7 Pl TIHETNRE G JR WA AT wzest Ty Ay AN
NG F S TR TINCOE LITBIT 72 |

(iii) T E@Y 8 AT HIA 2T

417 (7T CoITeT 9T o171 A R 4ol @S ce T2 (el =1 9T 4
FBTS AR =71 @B #AT5-= iy« & @ Rer toft v =71 €=
ISR AR RTT Awfore S=el Sl S0 1 49 LR Gy =
etz b1, ol W3R T tofi (Tie IR 1 1 4 (TEIA] = Y7
TG W57 T IRACS | 47 T oTa FA7 &= (o F41 =X QAR |

267



(0) TEN TS TS

WWWW|WWWWMW -7 w9, fon
IR T, (IO A TR € | G (O AICHH LS AwO0 2T
SLRE T | FRACT ST 3R Qe | 7w @i eaat «3 @9 w9
Cofd a1 foF I3 T ST (ST QOIS WAt IAKT AF 6 (ST
CF | 93 WA ST FIGE f W QR (12 WSS (Y ICAL
QT FOCHAG! 20T T €3 @G &R ARG GIfeS 27 2eqn A7 |
@IORING T tofed 47 GeieR “wfe | G A&fers (GId TS (—ATF @
T AT T (SN[ GFIHE PN 2NSA AW QU@ TR G0 9=
BRI - o @ HIRAT S A6 (ST (Ol 27 | e foorza
w3 27 Y32 WS | (519 AIEE MeAE iy fes wwd zrers foeraa v
RITS 2ITF | TRl AR I ARS A QTR e
A 2ITF | SR AT FCH (O G a3 e qfoq Soima @l
@ QST ST (@AF T ANSAR T AR @ oA
TR | FT@ R “T&re (o AMGrs Jra T2 A3 1 IR | TS F&
@S AE@ W @rern Afe @RI 2@ @oe 58 @ERE™ 99
QP | SR JBCAR MG T FAI9 &) SIRAC fwbler (rea =311
TN AR &) T4 fooh ACE Biepil | @F15 I RetE A vie
T @ETC &1 SR ToR QIS A & | SILTTR &) QL4 (eI
TEETTO] TS T HRFS AR Y &S @t evfers | wwE @ioT
B A 7-SNTI2 T =11 I Cof I 2 1 QTS S I2 AN 47 AT |
GRAAER & Sed Y[2 ePgad I @ @ AT (AT @AES Ao
BIZCS AE | @3 GG *[@ol I ANT! AFCe Sed AR e T@=|
WA F GA T AR TN @ @R feedr qiew =1 fEferem
ferea e oy fReT) @fb *1te wies =11 SIS 2R, ERR 1, ANy
G A TR AR & RSt | @S G- o R IR A | G
e oI5 S A, Tt AT BT I AMG AT 57%) ACS Ao
ferca T A1 T qE TR @N IR AE T e I= aven
ez | P @5 AR oS 2B (e (e R e e =)
9% S 2GR g IR T IE QR R I QoA TG
SEMI O I A4 &S PR @A ST T AT e
FIGF AR FECRA — 2[5 AfHRA A4 T-feT @I 1 2B wF @I Fol
BT | (S, SNPT FF T A AR o I@ AGfIR = 26w are
O SN Jafre FRMFS A | (IR &= (G #ITOId Cofel BIFgl ACACR |
=7 3% vewl 7t o1 = el et e sl toft w1 = 1 @=rer

268



Iz Wi QA Afbw vl o =@ o T B B w41 T O Ty
BT 9 S A A1 AT BF Wex AR wieeE o 41 I |
GG & ACACR METoTSIA §BT 1 WO OINIF #ATe! SHAT * TS I8
B0 0O 22 | TN (ATF T (ST ¥ AN I &) %S 27 B | IR
e 936 7171 = 46 coffor =1 92 4foa A« @171 I @sTeiE
@16 1 =, TR /8 e AF Yo7 Porera s w3z w/8 =gt smiea s
i IR W @2 AR T e FRR TNREE WiE @3
SCHFFS P A SACHICA Zh TS & COITIR & I Il (A0S A1 |
4fbre ¢t F1 IR s eGB! S TR AT (T S |
Brot o IEfers SRS 2t S =7, 58 o1 ofSq = ¢t T=ree
T 0T T (A0 DS @R @I AN AT N T o0 | 2
SIS &y e i1t 2o Cofel <vetl 2eacR | [T Jfefcad Fgeer (i (e
T T ST FE AN W 99 QS G (TR TAICS e (7w I
T cofy w4t 7w g fFg wiorE SemiEe O A 911 SId Sy IR0
foq exfe | @ TR M G @TER 7T =W ZTS ATF | WS Fg GrR
N FTIRTG @ MBCA €0 KT & | MO ARICS 147 24 |

(8) IMIAE T

EETNRCA W AR | FOITOE AT QTR IMAF | A5 Cofers
*pRoNgA T R *% TLARFEAN TAMIAD B2 =@ worer=ee™ Wy
CTHE SISO SHAMITT T (SCACRA (i) BN (i) I (iii) F10o7 @fT (iv)
35 27 f¥he (v) ©fF | BTGl ea toffl InRaefe TC 2t 4o ST
FACS W QAP IAWTI0 SHENER ey TBRE | (WioT s efw
QFAM (TR FE O G2F BINGT ({04 AT Cofd I 20 | GFANY STl
T FRIFIE T T O TR SIS 200 | PR (T T2 BIer
A TR ALFS I TH >R (TR AT AT RS | A ©f
v IR e 271 @GIF-93 (Feas itzd @f 8 B 929 EE |
1T FTOCE AR IR I A BINS! AN @S 21 Ti6 fFedr
@R I@ AMHre ~ed sl Q@1 T3 vE e ‘eqef toft =)
(FOTHTG AMTEDE GFE MRS *I% ST A | Shel T {5l Rifew
BING! AT *7 TAWFFIA @IfFZ T T AMTIE IR | AT AT,
2 I e Fifes Mg toft '@, @NF---- Wi, AR @3z
oS | qyeIen fres (rtom, GTaTY T2 wifeica § fca * Sesiy vt =301
fireln a7 =1 PP O 9RR I (O TRCR (WA IR FAOGE! |
‘i @ S e toft aerar e

269



(@) TR e

g AP S 7 TS B | ©IR ATerTesics 2 FIRE TR
QNG 2RFR I G FIF ol T4 1 elfelny TE @ =ik = e
@ T e e 2ifers art =71 @2 o ffde 2w st =3
Qg TFF M FMTE N G0 O (T IR w12 DG ITICE ARHE
[ oMt A1 B tofir vIIfts offe IwR| TReE TRE Aafe qFh
T G FOFTR @Sl (dust) T (AeT T | NLARET T WGBS
TR T SAT TOATS! FE T | 4 IR [ 5I6F A QI3
TREAT | QT JIZE A T FHGT (| NG T 6 FHGT | FHGT T (A
(T SteT FOfema O Wil ({3 41 2| O S0 AT ©itel (T I
CoAIBET (&Y TS AR (O (FF FAT T | TR AAfTHIEE & b Ao
e I TRCR | O3 I G061 WBa Jfew el AR (=T, T 9
IS X7 = | ©IRIGT GToeT MBTS 1 A GFTe A [ 3@l AfRH
FACS AR FC | N G2 T FOOT I G I P16t G2 1 |
TN TR #7 Oite 7 AfSH 5w 14l =1 | RS RO Fama Ty
TR @3 IR YRT IH Wt 47 v IR TR AW R
Tifed [T s a6 Ko 15ifa cite =

(v) SR Eagfe

! RASTHR IFCH 0K SRS A ¢oiifefes Traa Ao qBeR |
R G (ifefes T Oitid A A9E  @TFefed IR
PECR | PAFR 24 e o= i el Qe 92 @
TR | FIIA AR T2 BN A QR FIIT (o 1 TS | PIGA
= IR A A (RS Cofd FCE | G FICR ACE 1L FIOE A4 A @ENIRE
tof @i | SRR T2 AT B FH! S99 A0 SA1Ted 251 FIeod AR
ol TRl 2= e, I, TS, W @I ONF | TN (ST
QFIEF I AN TG | ST (AT 177 IR GIGT e @Z FCE @ 5IF
vfere! fca 3, g, Bell, sreifS toft w1 @3t fFg IR Fes |
IS 2o TRT 4 (AF B ol I [T 1 61 =S arieg For
QE IR IR GRFTS K17 F0E B 0ol I | A A4 AYfFe e e
Ffires aue TFeifs == i, T, F2, MTANRE @32 GF6 FHFAR |
oo e tof w31 fore tofta Ty 419 24w JT s fouer 27

270



AR A oTa 03 & IR Ofe & 1 7 W36 41 FHrS &F T3 (bfPre
FHCS T | SIET FCE F0O T4 A QF AT F41 |

(9) “feees ayfe

AR <« fanefer ==1---
(i) T T ey
(ii) *PIwET SAfEwiCeR agfe
(iii) Ty siferirst

T Q3R 5] I AR G 9 9 @S AN | e e o1
T2 SIF ACSIEE TR QG | FTHE O ST I 77 @@ | 0iR g
@51 @ BT | (BTG AR AT Siet S 41 2R |

() FTTT (LBI—551)

(%) AT (55T-3557)

() oA (5557 -2B)

(<) ST (B1—EB)

(@) ARITIAT (€BT—9BT)

@ W T OF 20 (AT A0S AT ZARE 94 473 e 2@ BI-
€OR Wy OF Rtz | O0F S T AR THR ATF 711 ETFEGCA O
VIFRE 28 7 | qFe 06 PR q3R O [Fare SIee TRl ----a2
Y2 ST FICZ LAY | FOF (0T A6 FIS AR ©F (@A T &)
T TG FOFA 40T HEIRE O VB e T @ GFe (oIS
QIS TG IR 7 Ite, Treie frweest ot Fomel 40 el $rotg ?
corife erefba Tl Tea Meafeet --- 13 TR (2657 o= (7R [@TR 93
2 Sre e T3S’ | (Al IR AN AR @RITS O@F T Sf6 @Ta
QST AN VAP BTG 4= REACR | AMQCIET T3 2R+ vl = 77
QR THAE (T4 FCA | GF2TF b 2f A@ QFF GG 6 AGCS AT |
DI ST ISR RS (SN A AT | SFHTHT &AW WG oA
‘9ZE(e v, faery e oM MRfea o’ ey | Y4ITTT STFarR Qo Torl
e S| swatE Sy (rde AW 991 T W1 (TR TF @ATF
(SRTEER TS 4Ife =1 77E (TR TF T A6 [761 1 q=iers =1

(ii) *PIWET AR 9

271



QI SIeT ey *Pwie AfwieeR aFsefe 28----(i) S (i) T (i) =1 (iv)
T (v) GBI IS Trow aFs | Fod FEr GeeiaeE o Gifs
SEG! A TSl | O AF-(TT YT WA @F SIS | BF Gifde «
T FANe ORI =W I @ IffFEITE ) B FAICS @F AR B
AT O T | T GFeFR I T [or sfert T @ =gt =310
ST A #{12 BT T AN NFEE TR ©FF (&I 75701 (78| ©I8 F©
T 4 (T, (AL (AR AN GF3 AL, FACS (T AR S q030=1

T ARICoR & ]IS 3R AR O R 31 | J00A T3
QATF TG 18 @F YO | FoR A 9F # (*TF A 4F *f @ g
T = Of @F ARG |~ Ao 7 Ay qF A1 T AFA T
T FCG ST (ATF JOT! AT G G bR Ay |

(v) S5 e

TN (AT W I @3 2 tofim ey ayfe awe--- W
W TG TR OoF foqit =ifS »Re[ Sifta Seel m tofd T =1 2™t
e T2, 4T @R ¢T N Ta Tl I AT €@ T e T |
79 2 B BoR AT T e 2ifew Boiw fadiw 2ife e =
@2 Sy 2ifTa TR B ATF @3 QF=I1T B! FC AR5 JICHT 7 ST
e | fwer Ffen e Tow g Irere ©f$ oM @G =G B
T ATCS &F I(E | (TR ACR-GF T (AT 21 4T = FIRR (<
FE) | 93 FIZL T GFLF B | SN FI3R 0O IR | FIRTSA A5
SR IR (e Tw----ove, 3, =g 3, qifed 123w, foon 13w,
TR, AT FIZR TG | N ACS T N0 R N AW @Iy A
T 4T = St @fS FICoT Lol GEBIN THT | I g oE (IE 49
TSR | SA! TS @R MTTITS T AN GTSw) SR Vel 14 2 &g |
aft @3B FIeda BT W, T R AT wG W ([ ST T 1 AE W
AT BT (Tt R BfF CoITeT AT (1 T @Tery o=ed A A o
I R (76T T @F G0 I @F 9% o WS w4 S|
(IR 1A A @F MG, vE i, fage, Ie 99 e e =1 ARAEOR
et e ST saifere (reas @ S S =1 oiizeTer
@6 AU T ST W1 G2 I o of @t qred g
R (dropping art) SEeT FHTR (Sl 27, QTS SIe2 1 A 27 |

272



5.0 [T 8 AT (Result & Discussion): % Fa12 ALl A
TN EFeE QPR TS TGEd G SIS (6 AP G
AT (ACF | AW RATA Y&, IR &4Ffe ai [Kamer o3& |
e@ITa TR @3z 9T a7 TORER A A2 @Nvefeafa aaq s
TR R fRee 2z | TwizRe R 9T TR IS o A0 e BLo
TR T 2TOIF NN A AW IR TA FIA B! A4S | 57
(THIETIR-« SIS RS Sie “hew IR 0 92 ogfea [efe 9hm ) «vs
A T AR GRFT CHR@S | 7 (ATF BIeT Cof FCe (BIFTS (@ AT I 3N
e O (BT S I AN (O B cofd @ T 9% TeeyfE
TgeICd fRAfe® 211 @ SR RI2[, IR SIFT bt of=m=1 NfS |
FERHER Z2[ [F@ FENER HIFICe Rred IR TE F0@ AW €9
40 2T | RPRANITGR A2 T2eT It | e O 910 TN 2T (72919 IS
TG | @ RS WY AR S Wi 2w e +fifere «ivm
JRE 2ol 99 o 8 IRMINE AORTed FF TN G O
R ETE NS (iR etareE 2@ 91 RN Tew w1 99 A e
e 2ftrea et R @1 o5 gorr | g (\Teefe IR At @ AT
B0 A0 @FF G T AP IO 748 I TS G0 @R
T cofte B 1 A YR XN Qe Wi ot w4 2 1 S FE
(0@ GIFA QTS FTCeTR IRIA QAT ST AR |

6.0 ©2P1RA (Conclusion): SEEER @Fefeefd @3 Serer wifs -
Torerfo Ticae AIe gfed #ifny ¢ e weraRifG qr=el Fea o
TITHCF SO (T O FRFNOE SN0 R | W SHTNRLSR NCAd FFhod
qHT e 417 0 @R @3 @ Fefeef | v 5 @eeye e T
YfAE S JLAATIN | @I FIBT *I16T 2102 2T T 5T *{1eT 2o
fooF @0 NS (AT BT G #1@fS | >3 BITER 97 MG fowd 7
qre w2 W e i) g efe it AT [T T NYfTE T 37
BB 20O A | AR Soreeed MG Tored [eme 2fegpis
QTS T Q3 TR E A9 AR FACI A2 AL |

7.0 ©rgr=ifés (Bibliography & References)

AN

ST, fRePTm. (2004). EFRS 5w 6. FAFrel: EFFRFS @
ST AFS L. _

B, AWM. (2008). CATARET A% <@ 2. Ferer: fsfer & et

273



LTS, FACTOCAIZA. (0R3). TR Gl (1. FeProl: I,
TRITS!, RO (2055). AT TN AFRS o5, ST ¥T.
Ferrer: fae A,

e
T, Z2M. (2055). TN TR, TR, ST I ST AT, ©-34.
WS, RS, (2008). ITGITTH Ao ~AfTH, SRCCTH F21. 88, ©-8.

e
PEIS!, IFATAR (S55¢). FTHY(E, I EFAFNS FF (pp 108-
0¢). FEFTS!: AT

8.0 “It77= “fRf6fS: ©. frdi vw RISl wwrETRLET ARG NTEe M
@ JIffoe T TEmZ (Te TRATEAR TZFE TGHF AW FH© ©.
TRTOH e TR o8 Torewer AFe AReE (249 470) |
2TE6T AT AR Al Siofra Fims fofd | Temeea @Tsaioy
8T fea ofw wAfo@ ‘Ghambhira: An essence of Bengali folk drama’
TH eiefors |

274



A\
;;3% o Wpul o By et o enie i dema | S

DR e i memﬁm 6\‘ \‘ ?

e 2% International Bilingual Webir;ar on-‘l'n‘bal-Lifestyle) .% % é

=

IBJCAL  eISSN: 2582-4716 i e it diniticg (BWTLA) .//% N

Url: https://www.indianadibasi.com/journal/index.php/ibjcal/index

N ETFe oA 1o, IR @ SR

firerra 7= (1)

SO AR (2)

1. TF, TR0 OAT @ Tiye; o, Fremnd ffawrrer

2. oS (SIRI), SN2 e wifewe (fofal) samm, @@ 5o, Prarssie

ABSTRACT

Nilphamari, one of the bordering districts in the northern part of
Bangladesh, has clear cultural similarities with its neighboring native
districts and Jalpaiguri, Cooch Behar and Dinajpur districts of West
Bengal in India. The traditional folk technologies used by the
residents in their daily activities are generally different from those of
other districts of the country. They are durable and strong as well as
readily available. Such Bosh or gourd shell, Barun or broom, Hakai
or fan, Mora, Bhuti, Urun-Gain, Fouri or bat, Ladder, Kushshi, Drawn
plough, Katair orknife, Nakri, Nangar, Chucha, Rice frying stick,
Hamur-Gain, Darki, Jalenga,Thusi, Tola, Chua, Seuti, Byare etc. The
above technologies are made from locally available materials and
available at low cost. But the above technologies are on the verge of
extinction due to the touch of modernity. It is time to think about them
and take initiatives to save them.

Keywords

et/ Nilphamari, @1 @3f&/ Folk Technology, wiRef*@/
Handicrafts, e/ Woodcrafts, aM*if¥=°l/ Bamboo-crafts, Jef*=l/
Straw-crafts, T/ Folk-crafts
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The Technology used in the Local Life of Purulia/ 9@FERA S@&e

Dr. Ashim Dutta (©. S We)

Abstract

Agriculture, fishing, bird hunting, and medical technology used in the local
life of Purulia have been analyzed. The finding in the research reveals that
such discussions did not take place too much. The purpose of this paper is
to highlight how technologies are inextricably linked with the local life of
Purulia. The method used in this research paper is a field survey. Mainly the
survey has been done in different areas of Bagmundi, Arsha, and Purulia
blocks. Technology is analyzed in the context of society, economy, and
environment. Analysis shows that these technologies have been controlling
their lives too much for generations. Many technologies are disappearing
from people's life due to modern technology, globalization, global warming,
etc. Several technologies cannot be discussed in the limited scope of a
research paper. However, to properly understand the local life of Purulia, it
is necessary to know about this technology.

Keywords: Purulia, Local life, Technology, Field research, Agriculture,
Fishing, Bird hunting, Medicine.
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A feminist study of tribal women in selected works of Mahasweta Devi

Madhulina Bauri
Assistant Professor, Surendranath college

Abstract: This paper attempts to study the plight of tribal women as
depicted in the works of Mahasweta Devi through feminist perspective,
focusing on bonded labour, prostitution, rape and witchcraft. Feminism as a
set of ideas and concepts that stands for a distinctive and established socio-
political ideology developed during the second half of the 20" century.
Feminism covers all issues degrading and depriving women of their due in
society. However, the concerns that feminism raises do seem alien to tribal
inhabitants. Mahesweta Devi writes about the issues concerning tribal
groups. She was a crusader in fighting for the rights of tribal communities
and one of the founding members of the Denotified and Nomadic Tribes
Rights Action Group. Through the depiction of different tribal women, I
would try to argue that not all women are depicted as victims, rather some
women irrespective of their education or upbringing put forward a
resistance towards the so-called patriarchal society. Tribal women are
depicted not as victim but as crusader of free will and strength.

Keywords: Subaltern, patriarchy, feminist, aboriginals, resistance, gender
stereotypes

Main Article

Mahasweta Devi is one of the most distinguished social activists among the
contemporary Bengali literary artists. She took up her pen to expose the
sham and fraudulence of the political system in our country and to represent
the fates of marginalized women undergoing untold miseries within and
without their own communities.

Mahasweta Devi’s Qutcast: Four Stories is a discourse on the pathetic
plight of four marginalized women characters—Dhouli, Shanichari,
Josmina and Chinta. In these stories, Mahasweta Devi actually envisages a
three-tier hierarchical structure in the Indian social order composed of the
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rungs of the non-marginalized or the mainstream, the marginalized or the
subordinated, and finally the outcast or the marginalized by the
marginalized. In these stories she intends to expose the gendered causes
lying underneath the socio-political and economic exploitation of three
women belonging to a backward minority. The writer reveals the virtual
slave trade that festers under the facade of the democratic society of India,
and clearly indicates the plight of these women who usually have no one to
turn to, nothing to look forward to, and have only a few to lend them a
voice—women who are regarded as sub-human and treated as commodities
both without and within their own communities.

Patriarchy in Indian society is treated with utmost honestly. Dhouli is an eye
opener against the politics of higher caste and Intra caste. Even though
things are changing but its changing at a very slow rate. Despite financial
independence, a woman’ identity is defined in terms of men. To be born a
woman is considered a curse in society, and if you belong to the
marginalized society, you are doubly cursed. Dhouli is a tribal woman, an
outcast who suffers because of her unrequited love for a Deota (a higher
class) and because of her fate, as her husband dies at a very young age due
to fever. Her beauty and charm reserves for her more genital mutilation,
when she is sexually exploited by Misrilal, a higher class Deota. When she
gets pregnant, Misrilal’s mother says that its her sin and exempted her son
from any responsibility towards the child. A mother in Indian society is
only an object of gratification and duty. This is also evident in the case of
Kundan’s wife. She bore three child of a man who never loved her. She is
just a pleasurable object. A woman is worshipped if she gets pregnant after
marriage, whereas the same woman is ostracized from society if she bears a
child out of wedlock. Dhouli is asked to abort the child by her mother: “get
rid of the thorn in your womb”. After Dhouli refuses to give up her child,
her mother takes her daughter and entrust Sanichari to make Dhouli Infertile
after the baby was born. Here again we witness an affirmative attempt to
remove the womb as a social factory for reproduction. Dhouli’s mother was
quite aware of the plight of young girls and refuses to let her daughter
produce more lanourers for upper caste desire and entertainment.

Dhouli’s story could have been different is society has given her a chance to
redefine her life, being a widow, she cannot marry, but she can play the role
of a concubine for her brother -in-law. Dhouli is not only a story of
women’s oppression but also honour killing. When she was denied any kind
of job, she chose the path of sexual economy, she realizes that her family
can only survive if she has financial independency at the cost of anything.
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Dhouli’s decision is a revenge against upper class politics and hegemonic
male society as she says , “you landlord people, you take whatever pleases
you , if you want to take my honour ,take it then. Let me be through with it”
This story makes it clear that women’s identity in most part of India is
identified with their sexualized body as they can procreate. This biological
determinism is best represented in the philosophy of Aristotle who
categorizes woman as body and man as soul, therefore she is inferior to him
as animals are to humans. Freud and Lacan, the French Philosophers also
define woman as a castrated state, as lacking or deficient by comparison
with the masculine and depict civilization as the law of the Father. In Devi’s
most troubling enquiry, she asks, has nature got used to the Dhoulis being
branded as prostitute or is it nature, sky, ocean which was not made by the
Misrars’ have become their private properties? This provocative rhetoric
raises questions about the naturalization of gendered commodification of
reproductive systems, according to the logic of Bourgeois patriarchy.

In Douloti the Bountiful, Devi explores the exploitation of female
reproductive system, this time focusing on the reification and
commodification of virgin flesh in the Himalayan District of Uttar Kashi,
which she fictionally calls Seori. Devi narrates the epistemic gendered
violence of decolonization in which fathers unknowingly and knowingly
sells their wives and daughters into bonded sex labours to pay off their
debts, which they never could in reality. In both instances the protective
structure of the family is abandoned. In this story, women are just
merchandise, commodities, and unquenchable male sexual desires have
created a premium demand for flesh untouched hymen. In Douloti we will
examine the conditions of tribals post-Independence and see that instead of
improvement in their conditions it continued to deteriorate under the nation
state as decolonization seldom reaches the poor. Devi conforms to the same
ethnographic accounts narrated in Dhouli that the young pubescent girls is a
saleable commodity on the sexual market. Tribals were happy living in the
forest and mountainous region with distinctive cultures and self-sufficient
economic systems until they were dispossessed of their lands by
deforestation and land conversion. Catapulted into the patriarchal, capitalist
society they were frequently lured by moneylenders into the debt trap.
These changes in turn transform their familial and communal relations,
preventing them from carrying on their parental roles as breadwinners and
caregivers.

The bonded labour system is a continuing socio-economic illness in post-
colonial India. Though it is prohibited through the Bonded Labour System

318



Abolition Act it is still in practice largely affecting the most vulnerable
class, tribes and especially tribal children and women-n who has no
resource but their body and labour. The fictional village Seora, a feudally
oppressed rural village in the Bihar District, functions as a metonymy of
tribal India. Once tribal homeland, this village is know run by the land
owner Munabar Singh Chandela, a Rajput, who retains the land through the
help of his son, an important government Officer. He hires the forest Tribe
Nagesia, expelled from the jungles and mountains, and subsequently makes
a fortune by exploiting their labour. Just as Munabar profits from bonded
labour, the brahman Paramananda becomes powerful as he entraps tribal
women through debt and pimps them out for his own profit. Brothels are
described as a productive and profitable factory for small capitalist
businesses. It shows how resourceful persons gets more powerful in post-
colonial capitalized India whereas the poor and marginalized sections of
society are dehumanized and becomes products themselves. When all things
are shaped by the language of market and calculated and quantified as
economics there is no room for value systems prioritizing human relations,
morality and ethics. Not only men but women to take part in establishing
this capitalist patriarchal system. Rampiyari, the manager of Paramananda
whorehouse was herself a victim of debt, but she makes use of other women
when she has the upper hand in the capital centred logic. The empathy that
might be expected from a victim is stripped off and replaced with envy,
competition and individuation. Exploitation by debt bondage in the novella
primarily focuses on Ganori Nagesia and his daughter Douloti. The loan of
300 rupees entraps Ganori in bonded labour. His labour is all purpose, but
when his marketability ends, it is inherited by the 14-year-old Douloti,
entrapping her in bonded prostitution. The upper caste predators connive in
determining Douloti’s fate. Tribal women are doubly denigrated and
exploited not only in terms of caste and gender but also by capitalist and
patriarchal Indian society. These women are sacrificed for their husbands
and fathers in default. Even they are treated by their own family members
as commodity once their role is fulfilled as mothers or wives. Their
existence is reduced to gender roles and duties in their patriarchal
households. Douloti is transferred from one master to another and she
knows that “there will be a loan as long as my body is consumable”. These
women have no rights even over their reproductive powers, they are forced
to abort if they get pregnant and if they give birth the children lie around the
market place. They are thus exploited doubly, firstly by the capitalist
bonded labour system and secondly by the patriarchal system in post-
colonial India.
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But Mahasweta Devi has not only portrayed women as victim but women as
a storehouse of resistance. The first story in Imaginary Maps, “The Hunt”
celebrates the transformation of local festival into an act of emancipation
when Mary Oraon, the Adivasis young girl, kills her tormentor and possible
rapist just before the act of rape. Traditionally hunting is an activity
performed by men because they have been considered the food provider of
families. On the other hand, hunting also embodies a hierchical relationship
between the prey -the weak object and the predator. Therefore, hunting as
given a chance to men to historicize their male identity under the premises
of strength, power and domination. Mary is born of an Oraon mother and an
English father and is a young woman of untamed spirit: “Eighteen years
old, tall, flat- featured, light copper skin. Usually, she wears a print sari...At
a distance she looks most seductive, but up close you see a strong message
of rejection in her glance. You wouldn’t call her a tribal at first sight. Yet
she is a tribal.” She is an iconoclast in her own respect, challenging the
norms of society. The narrator constantly states that Mary involves herself
in activities considered as demonstrations of masculinity. Mary’s capacity
to work hard shows that her female nature is weak. Her capacity to perform
in both conventional male and female spheres challenges biological and
socio-cultural delimitations about polarized gender identities. Mary’s
protectionist attitude is another evidence of gender reversal. She tells the
villagers of the tremendous profits Tehsildar is getting with their trees. She
loves a Muslim boy, Zaalim, but is tormented by the lustful offers of the
Tehsildar. She decides to solve the problem by herself. Powerful as a man
in chauvinistic society, Mary’s aggressive nature reverses her femininity.
Her machete is the symbol of her power. With it she faces Tehsildar and
kills him in the hunt. Mary transgresses the stereotypical images about
women deconstructing the traditional patriarchal gender identities
associations. Mary’s attitude, temperament and behaviour deny any
biological determinism or God given law stated over the male and female
sex. Sexes as well as genders are distorted by social practices. Even though,
Mary’s attitudes can be considered grotesque for her female nature, her
intelligence, strength and courage subvert any misogynistic conventions on
gender. Devi Mahasweta’s The Hunt is a social portrait of the contemporary
transformations in gender roles and relationships people are suffering in
everyday life.

Draupadi: Mahasweta Devi’s story ‘Draupadi’ was first published in 1978
in Bengali in her collection, Agnigarbha. The English translation- by
Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak- came out in the Critical Inquiry journal in
1981 and later in her collection Breast Stories in 1997. The backdrop to the
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story is the Naxalbari movement of West Bengal which started off as an
armed revolt of landless peasantry and tribal people against landlords and
money lenders. Besides exploring the dialectical tension between of the
exploited tribals and the Nation-state represented by the figure of
Senanayak, the narrative also throws up significant issues of gender
oppression, marginality, masculinity, female subjectivity, language, and
identity. Set against the politically charged atmosphere of West Bengal in
1971, the story is centred around a young Adivasi woman Dopdi Mejhen
and her husband Dulna Majhi who support the Naxalite rebels referred to as
“gentlemen revolutionaries” as informer-activists. Dopdi and Dulna are
wanted in connection with the killing of Surja Sahu, the upper caste
landlord of Bankuli village for his atrocities against the tribals. Dulna is
hunted down in the forest under ‘Operation Forest Jharkhani’, and Dopdi,
who carries a prize money on her head is eventually apprehended. Torture
and rape follow when she refuses to disclose the names of her accomplices
to Senanayak, the army chief and ‘a specialist in combat and extreme left
politics.

The next day she is brought before Senanayak bloodied in body but
indomitable in spirit. She laughs at Senanayak refusing to clothe herself and
challenges male authority and power. Thus, she emerges as an agent
through a dramatic re-articulation of her identity. For the first time,
Senanayak with all his theoretical knowledge of the tribals, even about
information storage in their brain cells, fails to comprehend her moves and
is “afraid to stand before an unarmed target, terribly afraid (402). In other
words, by refusing to be the object of a male narrative, Dopdi asserts herself
as ‘subject’ and emphasizes on the truth of her own presence- she constructs
a meaning which Senanayak simply cannot understand. Rajeswari Sunder
Rajan (1999) points out that Dopdi does not let her nakedness shame her,
her torture intimidate her, or her rape diminish her (352). Her act of
defiance, she states, is a deliberate refusal of a shared sign-system (the
meanings assigned to nakedness and rape: shame, fear, loss) and an ironic
use of the same semiotics to create disconcerting counter-effects of shame,
confusion and terror in the enemy. According to Gayatri C Spivak, “Dopdi
is what the Draupadi who is written into the patriarchal and authoritative
sacred text of male power could not be”, although her final assertion in her
essay “Can the Subaltern speak?” is that the subaltern cannot speak which
denies the gendered subaltern the ability to represent herself and achieve
voice agency. However, contrary to the voicelessness of Spivak’s subaltern,
Dopdi creates a counter-narrative by using her body and sexuality as the
locus of resistance. This feminist response to the myth of Draupadi, the icon
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of womanhood in Hindu mythology, deconstructs the representation of
women, cultures, images, stereotypes and archetypes. Veda Vyasa’s epic
The Mahabharata centres on Draupadi, the daughter of king Drupada and
the common wife of the five Pandavas. She came from no mother’s womb
but out of a sacrificial yagna (fire-ritual). Being born so, as a full-grown
captivating woman, she was destined to act “as an instrument of the gods,”
to bring about the rule of peace through destruction— to restore dharma
(righteousness) through war. In the last five thousand years or so, after all
accretion and deduction of the epic itself, the epic heroine Draupadi sets a
canon of her own for all her beauty, charm, eloquence, intelligence, and
personality. Mahasweta Devi’s Draupadi, quite unlike the epic heroine, is a
tribal-turned activist woman who fights a subaltern’s fight, goes
underground, gets caught, disrobed and raped. When she is asked, she
refuses to put on her saree thrown on her and appears before the army
officer stark naked, in a semiotically revolutionary gesture. The body, that
matters most to the rapist police forces and their guru Senanayak, is the
object of their subjugation, a tool to level subaltern resistance. Ironically,
they can only mutilate the body but can never subdue the spirit; what is
apparently a female disgrace is sardonically shot back to her male
counterpart. Standing at an epic distance, at a different space and time,
Mahasweta’s Draupadi tends to be a significant departure from, and
extension to the ancient one. In Mahasweta’s story, the title character, then
a new-born girl, was given the classical name ‘Draupadi’ by her maid-
servant mother’s employer Surja Sahu’s wife in a most condescending
manner. It is a name she hardly fits into for her low class and caste, and so,
the name has been rarely used or preserved. In the tribal community her
derivative/tribalized name ‘Dopdi’ rather conforms better; even in the
Special Forces’ dossier, she is Dopdi Mejhan, with the beyond-the fence
aloofness from her Sanskrit counterpart. Dopdi, is born ‘other.” She has no
splendour of birth and ethnicity. She claims no entrance to elitist education
and ethics. She knows, she is being discriminated against and subjugated by
the social and economic apparatuses of the local lords and the distant
government. Her lords have changed nomenclature but not the spirit of the
bygone rulers. To use Franz Fanon’s words, it’s a “Black Skin White
Masks,” situation. For her, the postcolonial era hasn’t truly arrived. She
remains doubly colonized: as part of the tribal community and as a female.
Like Draupadi, she is protective about honour and conscious about her pure
blood, if not royal: “Dopdi’s blood was the pure unadulterated black blood
of Champabhumi”. Spivak aptly calls her “a palimpsest and a contradiction”
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Abstract:

Emergence of Kolkata as a polyglot space and the parallel development of
modernity arrived through the colonial interventions of offices, schools and
colleges. A sheer need of clerical occupational class for the British to
administer also gave an opportunity for the resource-rich upper caste
Bengali men to get educated. This opportunity of being educated produced
a unique, gentile class of men who were the so called torch bearers of
modernity and were classified as the “bhodrolok”.

At this juncture, one also observes efforts to get women educated
in certain circles, most importantly, in those bhodrolok circles where the
staunch Hindu religious practices were also being questioned. The subject
of our study engages with this particular section of educated women who
took it upon themselves to write a detailed account involving the household
chores which are still confined to women and defined as women’swork.
This “socially reproductive labour sphere” was also a major employment
opportunity for the members of marginalised caste, more importantly, for
women of this section.

The problematique this paper investigates is located in this
intersection. We identify and define a continuous reinstatement of the
relations of servitude within the “Bangali bhodrolok” families through
systematically reviewing the memoirs written by the educated Bengali
women of the second phase of the nineteenth century. The significance of
such a reinstatement establishes how invisibilisation of domestic work and
repression of the language of marginalized sections are two parallel yet
connected processes emerging with the arrival of so-called modernity in
Bengal.
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1.0 Introduction:

The beginning of Renaissance in Bengal can be roughly identified with the
beginning of the British Raj in India in the year 1857. Historian Sushobhan
Sarkar first coined the term “Bengal Renaissance” in order to specify the
social, cultural and intellectual uprise which took place in the late 19" and
early 20™ century although a few isolated events can be marked prior to this
as well.

Bengali bhodrolok was a product of this Bengal Renaissance. Historian
Sushobhan Sarkar identifies bhodrolok as a class of gentile men who
received western education. Tithi Bhattacharya classifies bhodrolok into
three categories. The first group of bhodrolok were the Bengalis who
worked as dewans under the British or were the baniyas. The second
category included the madhyabitya who were not so rich but a presumably
comfortable class. The third kind was the “poor but bhodro group” who
usually worked as the sarkars or accountants under the dewans. This third
category of people were often humiliated by the dewans who were their
employers. (Bhattacharya, Tithi pp-38)

As the British gradually emerged as the ruling power, they
established numerous schools and a few colleges for providing western
education. Eventually, the educated Bengali bhodrolok families wished to
provide western education to the women as well. Initially, the women were
homeschooled but schools for girls and later on, colleges for women were
established . A handful of these educated women later on took to the
western tradition of writing memoirs. These memoirs are some of the rich
linguistic sources which exhibit the sociolect, especially the gendered
dialect spoken by the then women. Both the dialects of the urban upper-
middle class women and the female domestic workers in those households
can be identified along with a linguistic difference between them. Thus,
these memoirs can be used as a rich linguistic source in order to study the
gender and class variation in Bengali language.

https://academic.oup.com/applij/article-abstract/22/2/213/195289?
redirectedFrom=fulltext)

2.0 Research Question and Objectives:

The late 18" and early 19" century mostly concentrated with the gradual
process of making of the city of Kolkata which mainly included the arrival
of the Bengalis from the other parts of the state, mostly from the
neighboring villages and also from the other states ( Chaudhuri, 1990). With
the arrival of the British as the state machinery in 1857 and the gradual
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process of formation of Kolkata as a city in the span of 1757 to 1857 the
schools providing western education were established, apart from the
existing “fols”' and “madrassas™ provided education mostly in Sanskrit
and Persian respectively, there arose a class of English educated upper-
middle class Bengali men. With the advent of western education, many of
the urban upper-middle class families started providing western education
to the women either through homeschooling or by sending them to the
newly established girls’ schools. A handful of educated women later on,
took to the western tradition of writing memoirs where they wrote in detail
about the household chores and errands which they used to take part in and
also about the domestic workers who provided labor within their families
besides penning down other things. Many of the lower-caste and lower class
women, who migrated from the neighboring villages of Calcutta, started
working as the domestic workers in the upper-middle class bhodrolok
households. (Sarkar, Tanika pp-22) The domestic work in the upper-middle
class families was done by both men and women who migrated to the city.
From the marginal class, there was a strict division of labor within the
households. While the role of the men were more flexible in the terms of
work which they could undertake, for women, it was primarily the
household works. This particular phenomenon often remind of serfdom of
the previous millenium which was being reestablished with the term dashi
meaning a female serf. Here the language of the women who worked as the
domestic workers in the upper-middle class bhodrolok families has been
mainly focused on.

This paper firstly aims to understand the process of making of
Kolkata as an urban space and to locate bhodrolok’ a section of importance
within that urban space during the late 19™ century. Secondly, it tries to
provide an account of the social reproductive labor within the “bhodrolok”
households and to understand the nature of participation of educated women
in the social reproductive labor within the “bhodrolok” households. It also
tries to co-create a method as well as extract content from the memoirs

! Tols were the centers for Sanskrit education where mostly the Sanskrit
grammar, literature and philosophy was taught. Usually, the upper caste
Hindus used to receive education from the tols .

? Madrassas were the centers for Arabic education where mostly Quaran,
Hadith and Arabic language was taught. Usually, the Muslims used to avail
the education provided in the madrassas .

? Since this particular section of people were gentile in nature, they came to
be known as bhodrolok. (Binoy Ghosh)
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written by the urban upper-middle class (“bhodrolok”) women in order to
understand the language of the household during the late 19" century
Calcutta. Here, a special reference is provided to understand the language of
“dashi” as a social category within the urban space and how social
repression of a certain section of women is reflected in the language of the
memoirs written by women of the “bhodrolok” households during the
aforementioned period.

3.0 Methodology and Data

This paper is based on qualitative understanding of memoirs written during
the late 18" and early 19" century in Bengali language. Within this
memoirs, which are scarce, there is a specific reference to memoirs written
by women of upper middle class background during this period.

A pertinent question arises, why memoirs by women? The answer
lies in a two-fold logic. Firstly, we observe that the social reproductive
labour, or the language associated with it, refers to specific gendered roles
within the household. Women, who writes from and within the ‘Bhodrolok’
regime, represents the class and ideology of the same. It is with that
conviction, we aim to bring out the nuances of household and the language
spoken (and often not written) in the Bhodrolok section of 19™ century
Calcutta. Secondly, the detailed analysis of the memoirs, more importantly
the content which specifically remains silent about the section of women’s
work, even when written by the urban women, uses the framework
presented by Delaney and Macdonald
(https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10301763.2018.1475024).
We aim to locate this methodology in both the literature of socio-lingusitics
as well as in the realm of the literature that deals with gender relations, as
both are interconnected with several pathways.

4.0 Result and Discussion:

The formative years of the city of Kolkata can be traced from 1690 to 1800
AD approximately. In the book “Kolikata Darpan”, Radharaman Mitra
writes in detail regarding the making of the city of Calcutta. Before the city
of Calcutta emerged, there were other capitals or urban centres in Bengal at
different times like Gour, Rajmahal, Nodia, Dhaka and Murshidabad. There
were famous port cities as well, for instance, Chattagram or Chittagong and
Saptagram or Satgaon. However, as the river became less navigable,
gradually, the merchant princes of Saptagram started seeking for fresh
markets and a proper port. Initially, the Portuguese and Dutch families
settled at Hugli but later on, a few families of Basaks and Seths migrated to
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the village of Gobindapur established downstream. ( Chowdhury, Sukanta
pp- 5) The cotton and yarn market was located to the north of Gobindapur
which was famous as the Sutanuti. Between Gobindapur and Sutanuti, there
was the settlement of Kolikata. According to Sukanta Chaudhuri, “These
three villages became the site of the original British holdings that grew into
the city of Calcutta.”(Chaudhuri, Sukanta; pp-5, ). Although the British
foundation of Calcutta can be traced back to the year 1690 with the arrival
of Job Charnock, however, the city witnessed settlements by different
classes of people at a much earlier date.

The formation of an urban space gradually shape the language of
different classes. The case of Calcutta is no different. In her book “The
Sentinels of Culture: Class, Education and the Colonial Intellectual in
Bengal”, Tithi Bhattacharya focuses on this particular phenomenon and
quotes certain theorists namely Michel Focault and Volshinov who agree in
recognizing language as “an abstraction having a fundamental social
significance”. (Bhattacharya, Tithi; pp- 196) During the making of the city
of Calcutta, Bengali, the most used language in the city at present, was only
used as a colloquial language for communication. For official works,
mostly, the Persian language was used, which was, later on, replaced by
English. Sanskrit was taught in the “ftols” and Arabic was taught in the
“madrassas”. Also, Urdu was widely spoken among the Muslim community
residing in Calcutta.

With the arrival of the British as an administrative force, there
arose the requirement of a “babu” section in one hand and a clerical section
on the other. Both became a source of upholding the values and morals of
Western Education which gave birth to numerous colonial debates later
throughout the 20™ century. Many schools and a few colleges were
established by the British where western education was provided. This
western education, particularly English education gradually aided in the rise
of an educated and cultured section known as the upper-middle class
“bhodrolok”. Tithi Bhattacharya, in her book “ The Sentinels of Culture:
Class, Education and the Colonial Intellectual in Bengal” writes ,
“Education and culture formed the two most significant elements that made
up the world of the Hindu “bhodrolok” gentry of the 19" century.” This
particular section of the society became significant and relevant in the
history of Calcutta approximately after the Great Revolt which took place in
the year 1857.
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However, the history of the “bhodrolok” community of Calcutta
will remain incomplete if the Brahmo Samaj and their contribution to the
society, language and culture of the city is not discussed. The Brahmo
Samaj was established by Raja Ram Mohan Roy in the year 1828. It was a
monotheistic movement of a sect of Hindus who defied many of the
existing Hindu norms and rituals like the Sati and polygamy and
encouraged women empowerment through education. (Sarkar, Sushobhan,
Bengal Renaissance) Most of the leaders of Brahmo Samaj like Keshab
Chandra Sen and Shibnath Shastri had received western education. Since
these men received western education, they were well-aware of the positive
impact of providing western education to the women of their families.
Many of the Brahmo families started initially homeschooling the daughters
and later on, started sending them to the newly established girls’ schools in
the city.

Before the advent of the British and the western education,
however, there was a tradition of providing education to women which was
mostly based on their specific religions. The Muslim women were taught
Arabic language so that they could read the holy Quran whereas, the Hindu
women were taught mainly Bengali which helped them to read the Gita,
Ramayana, Mahabharata and so on. The Hindu women were generally
homeschooled by the “Vaishnavis” who tutored them the basics of Bengali.
( Deb, Chitra, Antahpurer Atmakatha, pp- 46) his education was available
only for the women of the upper class and for Hindus, the upper caste
families. The people from the other economic and social strata, including
women, did not receive any education.

After the arrival of the British, the schools as an important
educational space and college as a status within the British administrative
hierarchy was introduced. Apart from schools for boys, schools for
Christian girls was opened in 1807, for Anglo-Indian girls in 1811 and for
other girls in 1819. But women from neither Hindu nor Muslim community
went to this school for the purpose of getting educated. With the help of Sir
John Drinkwater Bethune, the Hindu Female School was established in
1849. Still, no one was convinced enough to send their daughters to the
school. Moreover, the newspapers and periodicals started publishing articles
and writings against women’s education. At last, Devendranath Tagore, one
of the notable Brahmo men sent his eldest daughter Saudamini to the school
along with few other girls from some other notable families. The school
started functioning with only 5 students. Gradually, girls from other
families started receiving western education as well. Bethune College was
established in the year 1879. Chandramukhi Basu and Kadambini
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Gangopadhyay were the first two women to graduate from Bethune
College. Here, the caste of these two women is noteworthy. Since Basu and
Gangopadhyay belonged to the upper-caste, it can be said that they getting
educated was an upper-caste “liberal” attempt to present women’s education
as an achievement.

Many of the women who received western education, gradually
took to the tradition of writing memoirs following the western culture. In
the memoirs written by the urban upper-middle class women, we get a
detailed account of the domestic work which they used to take part in. Also,
we come across a social category within the urban upper-middle class
households, known as “dashi” who helped the women in domestic work.

In the book “Atmakatha” by Saradashundari Debi, the author

writes in detail about the domestic labor which she provided within the
household. For instance, she writes about how she cleaned the rooms and
cooked every day. But, when she writes about how the “dashi” helped in the
household chores, she just mentions her name and finishes it off in one
sentence. From this instance, we can say that, there has been a continuous
process of invisibilization of the “dashi’s” work which brings about the
invisibilization of the language spoken by that social category. This
phenomena can be traced in the memoirs by some other writers like
Kailashbashini Debi (“Janoika Grihobodhur Diary”), Jnanadanandini Debi
(“Puratani) and Prafullamayi Debi (“Amader Katha”).
However, Saraladebi Chaudhurani , in her memoir “Jiboner Jhorapata”,
writes about a few “dashis” who took care of her in her childhood at
Jorashanko Thakur bari. She writes about Jadu dashi and Mangala dashi
who took care of her in her childhood. She recalls Jadu dashi as a soft-
spoken Bengali woman who took care of her during her infancy. She was
adored with words like “shonamoni” by her. Also, Jadu dashi used to bring
food for her whenever she visited Jorashanko. However, Mangala dashi was
a strict lady. She was a Hindi speaker, goyala by caste who used to slap her
whenever necessary. Also, she writes about Shankari dashi who used to
entertain the children by telling them fairy tales. These incidents can be
traced back to the years 1880-1890 approximately.

This particular instance remains a critical point in terms of the case
studies taken from the intersection of class and ideology. The moment a
dashi does not resemble the language spoken by the Bengali urban
household, there is a tendency to criminalize the action of those household
workers.
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Before Saraladebi Chaudhurani penned down her memoir, we can

find other women mentioning about the dashi in the Bengali households. In
her memoir “Purbakatha”, Prashannamayi Debi writes about how she went
to her in-law’s house after marriage with a huge regiment of “dashis”.
However, it was not appreciated by her mother-in-law who chanted an
idiom, “bou er nai rober thai/ bou er shathe sholosho dai” as soon as she
stepped inside. This idiom means that, the bride does not have her own
accomodation, but she has arrived with so many domestic helps. This
particular incident can be traced back to the year 1860s approximately.
In the book “Kahini” written by Binoyini Debi, the author writes about how
the dashis used to help in household chores like washing, cleaning, cooking,
chopping vegetables, preparing spices and so on. She recalls that, a few of
the dashis had their ancestral homes in the district of Jessore in the eastern
part of Bengal and the dialect spoken in that particular district was
prominent when they spoke with them. However, she does not provide any
particular words or sentences or even their names which can be used as
instances in this respect. These incidents can be traced back to the 1870s
approximately.

From the memoirs, it becomes evident that the socially
reproductive labor was essentially a feminine world. From all the memoirs
by the women, we find a detailed account of household chores which was
specifically “women’s work”. In her memoir “Atmakatha”, Saradashundari
Debi in detail about how she had to clean the rooms and cook food for her
father-in-law every day. Binoyini Debi writes in “Kahini” how she used to
chop vegetables or fish, prepare the spices and cook at least one meal daily.
From these memoirs, it becomes clear that mostly cleaning and cooking was
considered as women’s work. It was either done by the dashi or by the
woman herself in the upper-middle class bhodrolok families. However, in
the memoirs written by these upper middle class women, there is an
inherent tendency of repressing the ‘Dashi’s position as a worker, and
thereby it gets reflected through a mockery or repression of the language, of
the said section of domestic help.

The social category of dashi within the urban upper-middle class
bhodrolok families was especially made by the marginalized communities
of the city. In her work “The Hindu Wife and the Hindu Nation:
Domesticity and Nationalism in the 19™ Century Bengal”, historian Tanika
Sarkar traces the women who were the domestic workers in the upper-
middle class bhodrolok households. She identifies them as the marginalized
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sections who migrated to the city of Calcutta for economic requirements. In
the memoirs written by the urban upper-middle class women, there has been
a continuous invisibilisation of the dashi’s work and their language. The
writes do not specify the language or dialect spoken by these domestic
workers familiar as dashis . This process of invisibilisation takes two
distinct forms. Firstly, the work done by the dashis is invisibilised which is
evident from these memoirs. Secondly, by the means of assigning a status
of “illiteracy” with the dialect, which is a “non-Calcutta”, “non-elite”
dialect. Also, many of the women do not specify exactly what kind of
domestic work the dashis used to take part in. In certain memoirs, the
authors do not even mention their names seperately and just mention them
as ‘dashira.” At times certain authors mention their dialects and languages
only to look down upon the former. For instance, in “Jiboner Jharapata”
by Saraladebi Chaudhurani, or in “Kahini” by Binoyini Debi, the authors
constantly look down upon the language or dialect of the dashis who
worked in their respective houses. Thus, the language of most the women
who worked as the domestic workers in the urban upper-middle class
bhodrolok families thus went largely unnoticed and invisibilised.

5.0 Concluding Remarks:

Bengal Renaissance, during the late 19® and early 20™ century was an event
which eventually gave rise to Hindu-Brahmo bhodrolok culture. It was an
event which had the traditional Hindu ideas and norms coupled with
western liberal ideas. Both men and women from this particular community
were affected by the Bengal Renaissance.

Within this Bhodrolok section, women were liberated in a ‘Hindu
way’, where household chores were pious as well as ‘western education’
was important. The most noteworthy example of this phenomenon is
Jorashanko Thakur bari where the women were trained in cooking along
with western education and other extra-curricular activities. ( Deb, Chitra,
Thakurbarir Andar Mahal) Sumanta Bandopadhyay expresses this particular
scenario as marriage between ‘Manu and Mills’ (Bandopadhyay, Sumanta,

pp-12)

The ideology of Bhadralok class repressed the language of the
marginalized classes, especially when seen from the gendered lens of work
within household. The memoirs written by women from Bhadralok
households, often inivisibilised the language and work of their ‘dashi’.
Their work was often invisibilised and language often mocked at or
humiliated since it was specifically a non-elite dialect. Most of the memoirs
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do not present any information either about the dashi’s work or about the
language spoken by that particular class of women.

Therefore, the urban space, as it was created under a colonial
regime amalgamated two relations and produced a language of repression.
The first relation is between the colonial masters and their subordinate
‘babus’. Second one, which is more neglected, is between the household of
such ‘babus’ and their ‘chakor’ or ‘dash/dashi’. This second relation
reproduced the rural servitude within a modern space, where language of
the oppressed section was subject to a process of invisibilisation. This
process was more indulgent when it came down to socially reproductive
labour, and the workers who were associated with it.
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ABSTRACT

Like Bengali poetries, stories, plays, novels, graphic novels are also
mainstream literary elements. However, for some unknown reason, the
genre of comics or graphic novels has been neglected in the conventional
fields of Bengali literature. From there I choose 'Bantul the Great', an
important gem, as part of my research. This article is for the purpose of
discussing the various linguistic features used in Bantul the Great, a
character created by the grandfather of Bengali graphic novel, Shri Narayan
Debnath. I am going to discuss how the application of alliteration, allegory
or various rhetoric has been used in the genre of Bengali graphic novels and
how that practical application has been followed in this genre. The use of
unspoken words in ordinary life, the use of colonial language has enlivened
Bantul. All in all, this is my research paper on how the language of Bantul
has created its own form, and how the language of Bantul has changed over
time.

Keywords
Comics, Bantul the great, Naryan Debnath, Graphic Novels, linguistics and
stylistics

1.0 Introduction:

Graphic novel or comics is one of the new but a popular genre of literature
created in the history of Bengali literature for thousands of years. This
research paper is not intended for historical evolution or comparative
discussion of graphic novels exploring the history of literature. The topic of
this research paper is the linguistic analysis of a Bengali superhero series
‘Bantul the Great’, a notable character in the world of Bengali graphic
novels since 1965.
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2.0 Research Question and Objectives:
1.  Onomatopoeic words, which are used in Bantul the Great
2. Why Bantul di great instead of Bantul da great
3. With using a little number of loan words, how Bantul form its
uniqueness

3.0 Research Method:

In the case of linguistic analysis of Bantul series, I first tried to find various
linguistic elements from different books of Bantul, such as onomatopoeic
words, loan word etc. Then I tried to find out what special linguistic
features are in them.

4.0 Data Collection and Analysis:

The first incarnation of Bantul was made in 1965 in the monthly magazine
‘Sukatara’, when India was in a conflict with neighbouring Pakistan,
officially called as Indo-Pak war 1965. Bantul, the superhero appeared
during such a crisis of the whole country. He was the representative of pure
Bengali society. In the midst of the war, the Bengalis became accustomed to
many war-related words, such as-haoai jahaj, kaman, tenk etc. Those words
have also entered in the story of Bantul also.

The linguistic analysis of the Bantul series is also very important in
evaluating the contemporary literary style of the evolving Bengali language.
The main feature of Bantul's language is that it is the language of the
common people. That language has vigour, humanity, perseverance and
also the influence of some Bengali colonial languages. All in all, the
language of Narayan Debnath's 'Bantul the Great' series has become
Bantul's own language.

Title of the Series:

First of all, let's talk about the grammatical abnormality of the series title.
We can find two types of articles in English grammar- Definite Article
('the") and Indefinite Articles (‘a', places before consonant-initiated words
and 'an', places before vowel-initiated words). But for definite article, we
can observe that the pronunciation of article 'the' is differ on the position of
vowels or consonants in the very next word of it. Like- if the word initiates
with vowels, then the previous article 'the' will be pronounced as /di/, For
example- and if the word begins with consonants, then the previous article
‘the' will be pronounced as /da/, For reference-.
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So based on this rule the comics title must be pronounced as /da/
instead of /di/. But here we discover the total opposite phenomenon.

Bantul is a hero. But his heroism is exceptional. Narayan Debnath
said in an interview that Bishwasri Manohar Aich is the inspiration of his
Bantul character. But Bantul has overshadowed the glory of Aich. Aich is a
human being who is powerful, Bantul is a superhuman who is also
miraculously powerful. In many stories, it can be seen that Bantul has
solved the problem without knowing about the problem. Once again, in the
light of his sharp intellect, strength and knowledge, he has destroyed the
enemy camp. Needless to say, the beginning of the series with such an
exceptional character, its naming would be a bit strange.

Onomatopoeic words:

Numerous onomatopoeic words can be found scattered throughout the
Bantul the Great series. Drawing pictures using as few words as possible is
one of the main features of a graphic novel. Bantul is no exception.
However, the main feature of this series is that Debnathbabu seems to have
moved away from the usual use of the word onomatopoeic in Bengali. It is
not unreasonable to move away from this, it is very logical and objective.
Let's delve deeper into the matter with some examples, -

A Bantul story needs the word dynamite cracker. Usually we use
'dum' as the onomatopoeic word for bombing. On the other hand, 'Gurum' is
known to us as the sound of thunder. In the Bantul story, the author uses
'durum’ in a mixture of these two words to express the horror of the word
dynamite cracker. I can't say that the word is the creation of the author. It
goes without saying, however, that the word is used by the author to mean a
thunderous sound rather than both clouds and dynamite. At the end of the
same story, it is seen that while trying to conspire against Bantul, his two
companions Bachchu and Bichchu flew into the sky after the dynamite
explosion and fell to the ground again. Along with the onomatopoeic word
pi 'dhapapas' meaning, - to fall from a high place. Usually in this case we
see the use of the word 'dhapas'. But in this case, the author Debnath has
resorted to an extra 'P' sound to signify a forced fall.

Onomatopoeic words are examples of blending in several places.
One by one the Bengali onomatopoeic words and with it the Bengali word
'hathat' which means suddenly added many words. It is also an example of
blendings. Some of his examples are shown in the list below.
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Words Sounds
The sound of glass breaking Jhanat
The sound of ghost teeth on Bantul's body Pharat
The sound of slingshots Ghryacat
The sound of beating with a plate on the head of Thanat
the guard
The sound of jumping from the first floor Thanat
The sound of the enemy cutting his nose
The sound of rats being caught khapat
The sound of roof breaking Marat
The sound of cracking in the water barrel fyancat

We also hear the cries of some animals in the Bantul series.
However, this is not exactly the way we are accustomed to hearing. For
example, the dog's cry is ‘bhou bhou’. But in any of the stories of Bantul we
do not hear this cry. We got, ‘gheu’ in a single story only. It's quite funny.

Words Sounds
Sounds of snake hish

Sound of angry dog garar

Sounds of mosquitoes Pon-on-on-on
Sound of his Ostrich bird kyayak
Sound of helpless dog kneu

We can see various types of sounds of dog also in Bantul stories.

When talking about onomatopoeic words, especially the words of
Bantul or Bachchu Bichchu. Thus, we are not usually accustomed to using
words. Listed below are some examples.

Words Sounds
Sneezing hyancco
sniffing Garar-gar
Express to glad Ayaonk
After falling from a high place Gon-on-on
And so on

Among the words we have found in the Bantul story, the
predominance of local words is more. The words tatsam, ardhatatsam and
tadbhab are very rare. There are some Hindi and Arabic-Persian uses. The
following list is written in detail on this subject.
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Alliteration
A lot of alliteration also be found in Bantul The great. Like-Isakula-isakula,
Dakata khapata etc.

5.0 Result and Discussion:
What we have seen from Bantul's linguistic analysis is much like this-

1. In order to convey a lot in very few words like in world comics, the
author has to choose some words with which Ambangali is not particularly
familiar.

2. The use of a lot of onomatopoeic words has made Bantul very much in
tune with reality.

3. At the same time, the use of the word tadbhava was not used much in the
Bantul story. Despite this, Bantul has survived in the world of Bengali
comics for fifty years.

4. In the case of the onomatopoeic word, the use of such words is almost
non-existent. The author has applied the words in his own way in this story.
As a result, Bantul has got the fullness of an unexpected and fancy
linguistic feature.

5. This fancy attempt to explain something suddenly by adding t has never
been seen so strongly before in the genre of Bengali literature.

6.0 Conclusion:

Let Bantul breathe life into the Bengali language in this way. Let this
creation of the writer Narayan Debnath further encourage the new writers of
Bengal. Let's practice more with this vocabulary in the future. Let the nature
of the Bengali language inside Bantul be revealed. Let Bantul survive many
more than fifty.
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Abstract. Gender bias is an issue that the rest of the world is seeking to
solve on behalf of both men and women as crucially significant human
beings. Gender bias continues, as evidenced by the larger society at school,
which formally disseminates cultural understanding. Another way wherein
gender biases can be determined is instilled and presented in schools.
Gender bias continues in school curricula and textbooks, showing itself
through biased representations or vocabulary. The imbalanced portrayals of
females and males are apparently manifesting in some Philippine old
curriculum textbooks. With that, this qualitative corpus-based study aims to
illustrate the gender biases present in the following Philippine English old
curriculum textbooks: English This Way 2 Worktext, English This Way 6
Worktext, and English This Way 5 Worktext. The curriculum is implemented
through the textbooks; and learning materials and through the environment
of the school, known as the hidden curriculum. Since every society has its
gender belief system and gender stereotypes i.e. the prevailing images of
what men and women are supposed to be like, the same are reflected and
portrayed in the curriculum. When children enter the school environment,
the images of male and female portrayed in books, crystallize their idea
about gender and later their own self-image, behavior, ambitions and their
expectations. In specific, this study attempts to discern the gender
stereotypes and gender representation utilized by the textbooks’ authors in
presenting their lessons and exercises. Moreover, in elaborating and
substantiating the results of the investigation, this study employed the
Social Role Theory, and the Five Aspects of Gender Bias. Furthermore, the
results show that the Philippine old curriculum textbooks portray males as
the dominant gender especially in the variety of names, pronouns, terms,
and illustrations in contrast to females. On the other hand, females are
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represented as inferior as stereotypes exist in their styles of occupations and
the tasks that they conduct. It is in this view that all components of gender
issues in textbooks and other learning resources and in learning as a whole
will be decided to look into, to consistently move forward in academic
achievement of an entirely gender-equal learning experience for learners.
The predicted hypothesis was shown and backed by the results, findings,
and analyses from qualitative that included the frequency and percentage of
certain categories related to male and female gender. Thus, old curriculum
textbooks differently represent males and females as the authors use
terminology to depict gender biases and gender stereotypes which are
crucial in understanding these sociolinguistic challenges.

Keywords: Gender Representation, Gender Bias, Gender Stereotypes

1.0 Introduction

1.1 Background of the Study

Linguistic has been investigating the investigating the influence of gender
based differences on establishment and maintenance of power between male
and female where gender difference is not only a reflection of the speeches
between the two genders, but also the reflection of their different living
styles and attitudes (Gu, 2013). Language and Gender is an area study of
sociolinguistics that examines the varieties of speech associated with a
particular gender, social norms for such gendered language use which refers
to the relationship of male and female. Wardhaugh (2000), states that the
major topic in sociolinguistics is the connection, if any, between the
structures, vocabularies, and ways of using particular languages and the
social roles of the men and women who speak these languages. Meanwhile,
according to Li (2014), most studies on language and gender focus on
gender differences in language, sexism in language, causes for gender
differences and sexism in language. The concept of gender is used as a
reference to biological sex determined by a society and culture. According
to Lee, (2014), the notion of gender can also be based on the construction of
social interactions and interpretation. Gender can also be based in different
forms such as visual, written, and textual representation.

On the other hand Textbooks and learning materials play an
essential role in the process of teaching and learning in the classroom
context, it is often used as the main sources of learning in education.al
context. According to Law & Chan (2004), educational context has been
examined specifically in relationship to gender roles since schools are the
main network through which cultural morals and values are transmitted
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where learning materials shown to play a large role in influencing gender
roles. Furthermore, gender representation in teaching materials reflects the
attitude of a particular society towards gender that is subconsciously
acquired by learners and may cause long term drawbacks on their
performances and social behavior where gender bias has been defined by
Hassan (2015) as a behavior of favoritism towards one gender over another,
materials like textbooks and any other forms of learning materials may
contribute to development of sexist attitude at a subconscious level, it is
subtle matter in which biased construction of gender in textbooks have been
an invisible obstacle to equality in educational context.

Meanwhile, various studies have been conducted that focused on
the existence of gender bias in school textbooks through gender
representation. Porreca (1984) dwells on investigating the existence of
sexism in EFL textbooks in United States, Lee & Collins (2006) examined
the gender representation of English textbooks used in HongKong,
Makundan & Nimechisalem (2008) investigates the gender bias in
secondary English language texbooks in Malaysia, and Amini & Birjandi
(2012) who studied the gender visibility of males and females in EFL
textbooks used in Iran. With these studies conducted, it can be deduce that
gender is also represented in the EFL textbooks.

This study endeavors to examine how gender is represented in the
old curriculum textbooks in Elementary level at Philippine Integrated
School Incorporated. The books that will be analyzed will be the English
This Way 5 Worktext by Leonila S. Navea and Cecilia B. Corsion, English
This Way 2 Worktext by Alita T. Perez and Cecilia B. Corsino, and English
This Way 3 Worktext by Leonila S. Navea and Cecilia B. Corsion.
Moreover, Eagly & Wood’s (1999) Social Role Theory and Amini &
Birjandi’s (2012) five aspect of Gender bias will employed to distinguish
the representation of genders in the textbook.

1.2 Review of Related Literature

1.2.1 Textbooks

On its simplest definition, a textbook is a book that consist of materials in a
particular subject that serves as a learning material for the students. Hornby
(as cited in Zahri, 2018), defines textbook as a book that teaches subjects
and used especially in schools and colleges, a textbook can also be a
collection of writing which is made by the author systematically and
contains materials of certain subject by following curriculum implemented
(Depdikans, 2004). According to Richards (2006), teaching materials like
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textbooks, handbooks, worksheets, compilation of test items are key
components in most language programs where instructional materials
generally serve as the basis for much of the language input learners receive
and the language practice that occurs in the classroom.

According to Stern and Roseman (2004), textbooks largely dictate
not only what subjects and concepts are learned I but also in the way they
are introduced to students in the classroom. Thus, in several different ways,
textbooks influence teaching and learning.Morgan (2014) believes that good
crafted textbooks have the ability to make learning more interesting,
enduring, and significant and through processes such as visual processing,
critical thinking, asking questions, testing theories, and verbal reasoning can
actively engage the cognition of learners in many ways.

Additionally, textbooks in English Foreign Language (EFL) is
crucial where Sheldon (as cited in Elbalgis, 2019) suggests that textbooks
does not only represent the visible core of any ELT program but also offer
but also offer considerable advantages for both teacher and student, it can
be argued that the use of EFL textbooks shape the image English language.
Mostly, different textbooks are from various authors where teachers are
allowed to choose as the media for teaching, in line with this, according to
Elbalgis (2019) a teacher should be selective in choosing the appropriate
textbooks that are suitable with the learner’s need, age, gender and learning
goal. More so, studies found that textbook is an effective instrument for
educational practice and it can reflect values and sense for individual and
nations (Hinkel, 2005).

1.2.2 Gender Representation

1.2.2.1 Gender Representation in Textbooks

Logsdon (1985) states that textbooks also present gender bias implicitly,
gender representation in textbooks are consist of aspect; number of
female/male picture, number of female/male mentioned, gender roles,
female/male games, female/male role models and pattern mentioning
female/males. Moreover, according to Amin & Birjandi (2012), there are
five aspect of gender bias; Visibility (e.g female & male names, personal
pronouns and terms), Firstness (e.g the first gender mentioned in the text or
sentence), Feminine or Masculine Generic Construction (e.g the pronoun
used to explain both genders), Occupation (e.g job types) and Activites (e.g
physical activities of genders in textbook). Tiara Antik Sari
(1991) studies gender representation. She focused on a series of English

343



textbooks from Indonesian primary school and again obtained the same
result: under-representation of women.

In 2012, Amin and Birjandi conducted a study regarding the
visibility of females and males in Iranian high school EFL textbooks with
the application of the five aspects of gender bias mentioned above. In the
data analysis, two books were analyzed by the authors that results male as
central in every aspect. Females are portrayed as stay-at-home based who
are likely engaged in household chores while men are depicted as sport
players, and used to buy various things and many more. To sum up, Amin
and Birjandi (2012) found that males are dominate in both text and
illustrations in Iranian EFL textbooks. Similarly, Nabifar & Baghermousavi
(2015), examine the visibility of both genders based on images,
illustrations, texts, and profession roles where it shows that males are more
present in images compared to females.

1.2.3 Gender Stereotypes

1.2.3.1 Gender Stereotypes in textbooks

Catalian (2010), claims that gender stereotypes are social beliefs that are
often learned from other which result from social classification of people
into group because of their presumed common attributes, in other words,
gender stereotypes are the stereotypes concerning the traits possessed by
females and males that distinguishes both genders from each other.
Meanwhile, Sunderland (1994) identifies the most common dimensions of
stereotyping in textbook context; Invisibility (e.g men are fewer than
female), Relationship Stereotyping (e.g women are likely in relation to
men), Personal Characteristic Stereotyping, Disempowering Discourse
Roles (e.g less dialogues for men compared to women) and, Degradtion (e.g
blatant sexism).

Tepper and Cassidy (1999) examines gender differences in
emotional expression although the drawings and characters have been
explored by most research focused on gender equality in children's books.
In their study books, which were read by a group of pre-school children,
evidence of stereotyping was investigated. Sheldon (2004) presents a
content analysis of pre-school educational software and recorded the
representation of substantially more male characters than females; he also
found that male characters were more likely to display multiple characters
than female characters stereotypical-masculine traits. Gooden (2001)
analyzes 83 Notable Books for Children from 1995 to 1999 in search of
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evidence for gender stereotyping in books designated as picture books for
young readers. The outcomes, however, are not always consistent; they
investigated the gender of illustrations, characters and titles and found that
some steps towards equality have progressed in contrast to some previous
research focused on the improved portrayal of females as main characters.

In relation to Gender stereotype, several researchers dwell on
examining gender stereotypes in textbooks. In Israeli English textbooks,
Gisnet (1988), discovers that 89% out of all pictures in the textbook are
boys while girls constitute less than 33% of the all the characters, in parallel
with Hellinger (1980) that females are excluded from the titlesof stories
averaging less than 10% in the English Language textbooks used in German
schools, lastly, Nan (1992) also found that 82 out of 93 characters in
mainland Chinese- language textbooks were male. Based on the related
studies discussed, it can be deduced that gender stereotyping does exist in
textbooks.

1.2.4 Gender bias

Skliar (2007) states that gender is one of multiple meanings which construct
our personal identities where Harris (2004) noted that males and females are
expected to live up to the cultural ideals of gender and to ‘become
intelligible to and accepted members of their communities’. The term
Gender bias was coined in the US to describe the unequal treatment or
expectations of an individual or groups based on their sex, Research efforts
in the US sought to uncover how attitudes and behaviors toward women and
men, based on stereotypes about their ‘true nature’ and ‘proper role’ that
might lead the forms of discrimination or bias. Gender bias is also defined
by Zahri (2018) as a behavior that shows favoritism towards one gender
over another where it is the act of favoring men over women.

In two coursebook series used for teaching English in Singapore
primary schools, Gupta and Lee's research (1989) shows different forms of
gender bias. These two series were the Primary English Programme (PEP),
developed by the Singapore Curriculum Development Institute (CDIS), the
Ministry of Education division, and the additional series, Reading 360,
created by the commercial publisher Ginn. Gupta and Lee (1989) states that,
with respect to the positions of women and men, this gender inequality was
not in line with the fact of female involvement in Singapore society or with
Singapore government policy. Osch (1992) suggests there is an explicit
connection within gender and language; actions are directly conveyed by
linguistic features and constitute roles and the implementation of these
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actions and roles will contribute to the gender identity of the individual by
associating sociocultural perceptions and attitudes about women and men in
a sociocultural manner (Kendall, 2007).

Gooden (2001) states that many language and gender studies have
found several variations in the language of adult males and females.
One thing is the definition of the (unfair) disparities between adult males
and females, and another is to investigate the origins and discover the
causes of such differences. Furthermore, Gooden (2001) believes that some
researchers suggest that these disparities do not occur overnight and after a
certain age; they are instead the product of years of schooling that began in
the early years of life. Van Dijk then relates to the study gathered by
Tromel-Pl6tz (1984), which indicates that male dominance is not confined
to indirect circumstances and can also be found in public contexts. Among
the researchers who have been concerned with the style of language of
women are Fishman and Lakoff. Unlike Lakoff (1998), who considers the
actions (including language) of adult women as representative of a gender
identity gained through childhood socialization, Fishman (1998) attempts to
understand particular characteristics of women's language in the immediate
sense of speech based on the forces at work.

Moreover, the gender bias concept can also be seen in several
textbooks. According to Livingstone (2012), the practices of gender
discrimination in the educational field cause the low quality of education. In
school context, gender stereotypes in textbooks could lead to gender bias
where school is one of institutions of gender socialization (Tylor, Whittier
& Rupp, 2006) and schools are identified as one of the mediators of gender
socialization maintains that education practices gender bias through three
main ways; first, the reinforcement of gender stereotypes, second, the
separation of the sexes, third, the discriminating treatment between boys
and girls (Slavin, 2006). Also, Sadker, (1979) claims that the practice of
gender bias are commonly found in the social activities and the textbooks
used. More so, Muthali’in (2001) states that gender bias in textbooks can
be presented in some components, he states that textbooks present gender
bias in several ways such as pictures, activities, descriptions, professions,
roles, games, duties, and responsibilities, these components mentioned in
the textbook may contain gender bias that are likely to influence student’s
conceptualization of gender.

Furthermore, multiple researches have been conducted related to
Gender bias in textbooks. In Palestine, Karama (2020), conducted a content

346



analysis to investigates the appearance of gender bias in Mathematics
textbooks from first grade up to 12" grade that address the use of gender
names, verbs, pictures, pronouns and profession. Karama (2020) claims a
male bias in the textbooks where females are unlikely be represented, the
result shows a male bias where it neglect the representation of females. In
Java, Dani & Abida 2017 examines the presence of gender bias in Language
textbooks in Elementary School especially in East Java and Central Java
using a qualitative method where the sources of the data are textbooks in
elementary school. In the data analysis, research found that the materials
differentiate between men and women are in the form of games, attitudes,
and job types like cooking, cleaning and decorating a house and other
domestic works done by women while male performing challenging jobs
and heavy manual labor, the appearance of gender bias also occur in
children’s games where girls were shown playing domestic toys while boys
are portrayed as doctor and policemen.

In addition, gender bias in language use is found in Indonesia in
2017, according to Suhartono & Kristina (2018), males are portrayed as the
dominant gender in the case of leadership and work achievements but
inferior to language learning and social environment which is opposite for
the findings for female. More so, as mentioned in Suhartono & Kristina
(2018), In Iran, the ministry of Education displayed the males up to 80% in
textbooks and test items, on the other hand, in Australia, study revealed that
57% of the characters in textbooks were males especially in domination in
materials related to law, politics and government.

The related literatures and related studies demonstrated the gender
representation, gender stereotype, and gender bias. All of these three
categories are presented in the textbooks. Thus, the researchers’ goal is to
determine the gap how these are incorporated in the textbooks. Moreover,
the researchers will make use of textbooks to be able to put with the gap
regarding gender representation, gender stereotype, and gender bias.

1.3 Research Questions

1. How are genders identified in the textbooks?

2. What are the stereotypes between female and male represented in the
textbooks?

1.4 Theoretical Framework
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This study is anchored to the following theories which includes Social Role
Theory by Eagly & Wood (1999) and Five Aspects of Gender Bias by Amin
& Birjandi’s (2012)

1.4.1 Social Role Theory

Eagly and Wood (1999) proposed sociocultural theory, also known as social
structural theory or social role theory. According to this view, the division
of work by gender of a community drives all such behavioral gender
inequality. That is, for instance, the greater empowerment of women is a
product of their assignment to care for children, rather than the cause of it.
Gender differences arise from modifications of individuals to the
exceptionalities to which they are assigned as well as the excluded roles.
Genetic variations between men and women are important because society
magnifies them. Historically, the greater size and strength of men led them
to undertake practices such as warfare, which gave them greater status,
wealth, and ancestral power.

This pattern of theorizing led Eagly and Wood to anticipate that
the greater the gender difference in status and roles in a society, the greater
the gender differences would be. That is to say, the amount of gender
inequality in countries should be positively associated with the extent of
gender differences in those countries.

Else-Quest, Hyde, and Linn (2010) checked these assessments for
gender differences in math performance using cross-national data. Using
two international sets of data, the International Mathematics and Science
Research Patterns and the International Student Assessment Program
(PISA) found that the size of the gender gap in math performance of 15-
year-olds was associated across nations with the size of the gender gap in
math performance of 15-year-olds, the gender equality of nations in
educational attainment, the share of women in research work, and the
representation of women in parliament. In short, in math results, nations
with more gender equality have smaller gender differences.

1.4.2 Amin & Birjandi’s (2012) Five Aspect of Gender Bias

Logsdon (1985) states the textbooks may also present gender bias
implicitly, gender representation in the textbooks consist of six aspect;
number of male/female picture, number of male/female mentioned, gender
roles, male/female games, male/female role models and pattern of
mentioning male/female name where it is supported with another research
of Amin and Birjandi in 2012 in Gender Bias. The researchers will calculate
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the representation of gender in Old Curriculum English textbooks in
elementary level using Amin and Birjandi’s (2012) five aspect of Gender
Bias to obtain the data. The categories are explained as the following:

Visibility: the researchers will count the number of males and
females in every page of the textbooks, these includes the males and
females’ names, male and female terms (e.g Sir, Ma’am) and personal
pronouns (e.g. he, she, his and her). These appearances of male and female
in textbooks will calculate the visibility of gender representation. Firstness:
the researchers will count the number of male and female mentioned in a
text, sentences and illustrations. For example, the phrase “ladies and
gentlemen” where women mentioned first followed by the male. Masculine
Generic Construction: the researchers will analyze the common pronouns
used in the textbooks in representing both male and female. Occupation: the
researchers will list down the gender professions (e.g. housewives) in the
textbooks that are shown in the texts, pictures and illustrations. Activity: the
researchers will narrow down the activities demonstrated in the texts,
pictures and illustrations of both genders.

2.0 Methodology

This chapter discusses and identifies the research design and methodology
that the researchers will be using to accomplish the aim of this study. This
section includes the research design, research locale, instrument of the
study, procedure and methods of data analysis.

2.1 Research Design

This study is a qualitative research design that uses a document analysis as a
method to gather textual evidences that describe written or text-based
artifacts. It is used to identify specific characteristic of materials that will be
analysed in general from textbooks, newspapers or any other host
documents (Donal, 2010). The data will be gathered through analyzing
three theories namely Social Role Theory by Eagly & Wood (1999), The
Five Aspects of Gender Bias by Logsdon (1985), and The six Dimension of
Stereotyping by Sunderland (1994). Through this, the researchers would
apply and examine the gender biases found in the old curriculum textbooks.
Moreover, a formula will be used as one of the bases in finding the
frequency. (% = /N x 100) where: % = percentage, f = Frequency N =
Number of cases.

2.2 Research Locale

349



This study will be conducted at Mindanao State University, Main Campus,
Marawi city, Lanao del Sur in the academic year 2021 — 2022. The
researchers chose MSU as the area since it’s more convenient in our study.

2.3 Research Instrument

The research instrument that will be used for the study will be the old
curriculum textbooks (Three Old Curriculum Textbooks were chosen) since
the aim of the study is to find out and analyze the gender representation
found in old curriculum textbooks. Specifically, the researchers would look
for anything that’s related with the use of gender. Thus, the old curriculum
textbooks will serve as one of the bases in order to come up with results.

2.4 Data Gathering Procedure

The researchers must have enough time for the study. Specifically, in
finding for old curriculum textbooks and must make sure that the old
curriculum textbooks chosen are appropriate for the study. The researchers
must also have to describe, distinguish and analyses such gender
representation biases found from the chosen old curriculum textbooks.

2.5 Data Analysis Procedure

In order to distinguish the gender biases found in old curriculum textbooks,
the researchers will be using The Five Aspects of Gender Bias by Logsdon
(1985). Specifically, the researchers will distinguish the Visibility that
refers to the use of names, pronouns, terms, and illustration or pictures of
both genders, Firstness refers to the gender mentioned first in a sentence,
Masculine/Feminine generic construction refers to the pronoun used to
represent both genders, Occupation, and Acitivity.

2.6 Corpus of the Study

The corpus of this study will be the gender biases found in the old
curriculum textbooks that includes both the male and female gender. This
study will investigate any types of gender biases represented in the old
curriculum textbooks which include certain categories such as the name,
pronoun, term, and illustration for both male and female.

3.0 Results and Findings

The results and findings will aim to answer to answer the two research
questions.

3.1 Illustration of Genders in Textbooks
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Books have often represented core views and have provided as instruments
of socialization to convey principles to the next generation. Books were
separated into two categories, one for men and the other for women. During
the last decades of the twentieth century, books written specifically for
males or females and began to increase in order to provide literature that
discussed appropriate gender behaviors.

Based on the results and findings, books for males emphasized
leadership and action, while books for females emphasized the qualities of
females, such as obedience and humility. Researchers continued to take
note of gender biases in books in the 1960s and 1970s. Males are more
dominant rather than females.

Through applying Social Role Theory by Eagly and Wood (1999), this
describes the process of socialization and development of the individual
through the involvement of the person in increasingly complex and dynamic
social roles. Social roles connect people to their social situations to the
extent that they develop socially shared patterns of behavioral norms. All
other gender differences in behavior are driven by the division of labor by
gender in society. Gender differences result from the improvement of
individuals to the specific roles to which they are selected as well as the
prohibited roles. Biological differences between males and females are
significant because culture magnifies them. Traditionally, men's greater size
and strength led them to pursue activities like manly activities which gave
them more status, power, and wealth than women. Once in those roles, the
behavior of males became more dominant and the behaviors of females was
addressed by being more dependent. The biological ability of women to
raise children and give birth led them to take care of children, which in turn
led them to acquire skills in nurturing and relationships.

3.2 Stereotypes Across Gender

This section shows the result of the study and presents discussions of
each of the following: Visibility, Firstness, Masculine/Feminine Generic
Construction, Occupation, and Activity.

English This Way 2 Worktext
Table 1. Frequency and Percentage of occurrence of male and female
visibility in terms of names, pronoun, terms, illustrations or pictures.
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Male Female

Frequen | Percentag Frequenc | Percentage
Name cy e Name y

204 63% 122 37%
Pronou | 73 59% Pronoun | 51 41%
n
Term 99 49% Term 104 51%
Mlustrat | 226 57% Mlustrati | 170 43%
ion on

The research shows that English This Way 2 Worktext contains the
five categories examined. The analysis of those categories will be
explained below.

In the category of Visibility, textbooks showed and mentioned
male names often than females, 204 names for men as opposed to 122
names for female, the male names were seen mostly in every pages. The
textbook used more male pronoun with a total of 73 compared to female
pronouns with 51, the male pronoun were mostly seen in the example and
activities. On the other hand, the female terms such as mother, sister, mrs,
and etc. outnumbered the male with a total number of 104 terms compared
to male with 99. Besides, the picture of male characters are found in every
pages of the textbook with 226 illustrations while female with 170.

Table 2. Frequency and Percentage of occurrence of male and female in
terms of Firstness.

Male Female
Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage
6 40% 9 60%

In the category of Firstness, the textbook showed that females are stated
first in a text before males, like Mother and Father. In this phase, females
were mentioned first and men are mentioned second.
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Table 3. Frequency and Percentage of occurrence of male and female in
terms Masculine/Feminine Generic Construction.

Male Female
Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage
3 100% 0 0%

In the category of MGC, the male pronoun was employed in the textbook in
describing something to both male and female, the pronoun for male like he
and his are used 3 times in the textbook to address to both male and female.

In the category of Occupation, gender stereotypes were found
where males outnumbered females with 16 different occupation performed
by the males and only 10 occupations performed by the females. This gives
a wide range of occupation for men such as chief, pilot, dentist, policeman,
teacher, coach, councilmen, soldiers and etc. Meanwhile, females were
presented as maids, housewives, waitress, beautician and etc. More so, in
the category of Activity, different gender stereotypes where females were
portrayed doing dishwashing, cooking, watering plants, doing house works
like sweeping and mopping while males were portrayed doing outdoor
activities like shopping, jogging, camping, playing football and basketball,
and etc.

English This Way 6 Worktext
Table 4. Frequency and Percentage of occurrence of male and female
visibility in terms of names, pronoun, terms, illustrations or pictures.

Male Female

Frequenc | Percent Frequenc | Percentage
Name y age Name y

192 34% 108 25%
Pronoun | 86 15% Pronoun | 67 16%
Term 93 16% Term 74 17%
Mlustrati | 201 35% Mlustrati | 182 42%
on on

353



The research shows that English This Way 6 Worktext contains the five
categories examined. The analysis of those categories will be explained
below.

In the Visibility category, the textbooks mostly displayed and
listed male names more than female names. As seen in the table above, 192
frequency of male names were given which is contrasted to the 108
frequency of female names. There were female names displayed in the
pages but most of the male names were shown in the pages. In addition,
female pronouns involve a frequency of 67 such as she, her, hers, herself
while the textbook applied male pronouns often times with a frequency of
86 such as he, him, his, himself. The male pronoun was mainly shown in
such instances, events and happenings. Male terms with a frequency of 201
exceeded the female terms with a frequency of 182. Every page of the
textbook also includes a frequency of 201 illustrations, while the illustration
of females involve a frequency of 182. Moreover, the total frequency and
percentage of the male gender is 572 and 100%. In the female frequency
and percentage, it has total of 431 and 100%. Based on the results, the male
gender is frequently involved more than the female gender. Thus, the male
gender is likely to be more dominant thatn the female gender.

Table 5. Frequency and Percentage of occurrence of male and female in
terms of Firstness.

Male Female
Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage
4 27% 11 73%

In the Firstness category, the males were first stated before females
in the textbook. The males were first acknowledged 21 times opposed to

women who were only acknowledged 18 times.

Table 6. Frequency and Percentage of occurrence of male and female in

terms of Masculine/Feminine Generic Construction.

Male Female
Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage
6 43% 8 57%
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In the MGC category, the pronoun for male like his and him is used 6 times
while the pronoun for female is used 8 times.

In the occupation category, gender stereotypes have been shown to
occur where there are several discrepancies in occupations relating to males
and females. 18 male occupations have been discovered such as carpenter,
electrician, engineer, driver, president, security guard, businessman, and the
like while 16 female occupations were discovered such as singer, teacher,
principal, businesswoman, secretary, and the like. Meanwhile, in the
Activity category, this shows diverse activities done by men and women in
the sports field. Men were shown playing soccer, basketball, golf, driving,
and the like while women have been depicted as doing such household
chores, taking care of children, gardening/planting and the like.

English This Way 5 Worktext
Table 7. Frequency and Percentage of occurrence of male and female
visibility in terms of names, pronoun, terms, illustrations or pictures.

Male Female

Freque | Percenta Freque | Percentage
Name ncy ge Name ncy

272 54% 232 46%
Pronoun | 199 61% Pronoun | 129 39%
Term 116 67% Term 56 33%
Mlustrati | 58 54% Mlustrati | 49 46%
on on

The analysis of English This Way 5 Worktext contains the five
categories examined. The analysis of those categories will be explained
below.

In the category of Visibility, males were dominant with 272 name
compared to females with 232 names, the males were mostly seen in the
stories, and the examples provided in the textbook. Males outnumbered
females in terms pronoun used in the textbook, males with 199 pronouns
while females with 129. The textbook mostly used male terms like father,
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mang, tito, mr, lolo and etc with 116 as the total terms for males and only
56 terms for females. Male characters were seen in every pages of the
textbook with 58 illustrations for males and 49 illustrations for females.

Table 8. Frequency and Percentage of occurrence of male and female in
terms of Firstness.

Male Female
Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage
21 54% 18 46%

In the category of Firtstness, the males were mentioned first before
females like ‘Eric and Anna’ in the textbook, the males were stated first 21
times compared to females with only 18 times.

Table 9. Frequency and Percentage of occurrence of male and female in
terms of Masculine/Feminine Generic Construction.

Male Female
Frequency Percentage Frequency Percentage
3 100% 0 0%

In the category of MGC, similar to the first textbook, the male
pronoun was used frequently in describing something to both male and
female, the pronoun for male like he and his are used 3 times in the
textbook to address to both male and female.

In the category of Occupation, it was found gender stereotypes
exist where many variation of jobs referring to males and females. 20
occupations for males like lawyer, president, chairman, doctor, policeman,
anchor, secretary, senator and etc. while 15 occupations for females like
saleslady, not a regular employee, maid, businesswoman singer, jeweler and
etc. Moreover, n the category of Activity, this textbook showed various
activities done by male and females, males were seen playing soccer,
representatives in school programs, attending meetings, doing exercise in
gym, painting, swimming, and etc. Meanwhile, females were portrayed
doing babysitting, knitting, cooking, and etc.
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Furthermore, the data from the three old curriculum textbooks
contain a bias representation in different levels. It shows that the textbooks
are biased against females where they are outnumbered by the males.
Further investigation shows that the five categories were preoccupied with
males where they have the highest number of Visibility, Firstness,
Masculine/Feminine generic construction, Occupation, Activity. Similarly,
the result is related to the studies of Karama (2020), Gisnet (1988), and
Hellinger (1980), where they all found that Israeli English textbooks and
English language textbooks used in Germany is bias for females where
males are always dominant in different levels. Moreover, several gender
stereotypes are present in the textbooks where males and females are
portrayed differently in terms of their types of job and the activities they
perform. The males were likely presented superior in their jobs like lawyer,
president, pilot, policemen, and etc. while women are presented inferior in
their jobs like saleslady and maid. In addition, females are also presented in
high occupational status but not as many compared to males. Meanwhile,
females stereotypically represented in the activities they where they were
likely doing household chores like cooking, babysitting, gardening and etc.
compared to men where they are commonly doing games, like playing
basketball, soccer, swimming and etc. Furthermore, the claim of this study
can be supported with the study of Dani & Abida (2017) where they found
that females used to cook, cleaning and decorating the house, and other
domestic works.

4.0 Conclusion

The aim of this study was to investigate, explore and identify such gender
representation biases found in the old curriculum textbooks. Specifically,
this study examined three old curriculum textbooks namely English This
Way 2 Worktext, English This Way 6 Worktext, and English This Way 5
Worktext. The results, findings, and analyses from the qualitative data
(quasi-statistics) which included the frequency and percentage of certain
categories related to male and female gender showed and supported the
expected hypothesis. Based on the analysis of gender biases, it can be
concluded that the textbooks present males as the superior gender especially
in the number of names, pronouns, terms and illustrations compared to
women. On the other hand, women are portrayed inferior where stereotypes
occur in their types of jobs and the activities they perform in textbooks. It
can be concluded that the old curriculum textbooks portray females and
males differently where language is used to by the authors to portray gender
bias and gender stereotypes.
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ALFA (Abstract)

At first, | would like to introduce the ‘Shruti’ Literary Movement. A
Literary Movement is defined by a group of writers with shared ideas
about content, style, philosophy etc. Literary Movement can be in
opposition with the main-stream literature. Bengali Literary
Movement explosion in West Bengal took place in early ‘60s when
the ‘Hungry’ and ‘Ei Dashak’ bulletin appreared. Nine issues of ‘Ei
Dashak’ bulletin were published by a group of young Bengali writers
from 1962 to 1964. In 1965 the young writers devided into two
groups. The first group published a magazine titled ‘Shruti’ on April
1965 and thus they started ‘Shruti’ Movement and the second group
published a magazine titled ‘Ei Dashak’ on March 1966 and started
Shastrabirodhi Movement. In this article the discussion is confined to
the ‘Shrut’ Movement only. This Movement challenged and
significantly changed the style used in the main-stream poetry from
various aspects including Content, Diction, and most importantly the
Form. They predominantly tried to create a visual effect of poems by
altering or arranging the words and lines in an unconventional way,
or usings different fonts, symbols, signs, or special application of
punctuation marks etc visual persuasive tools. Thus the present
article aims to study the iconic Shruti Literary Movement from a
‘Multimodal’ stylistic view.
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Abstract. Gina Lopez as an environment advocate use language to express
her thoughts, manifest power, and persuade people. In this regard, the
researchers have been captivated in studying how language play in
discourse. Several researchers have examined the transitivity of some world
leaders and politicians but not their interviews. Using transitivity model,
this study seeks to analyze how Former DENR Secretary Gina Lopez used
transitivity processes to state social problems, injustices, inequalities, and
power abuse in her interviews. Findings revealed that Gina Lopez
frequently used material processes, followed by mental processes, then
relational processes. She utilized material processes to highlight her actions
as the environment advocate, the doings of people involved in illegal
activities, the evident discrimination of women by men in the workforce,
and giving solutions to certain problems and livelihood.

Keywords: DENR, Gina Lopez, material process, mental process, verbal
processes, relational process, existential process, behavioral process

1.0 Introduction

Transitivity framework is a framework which manages the
substance that is communicated in language: all doing, detecting, being,
saying exercises that occur on the planet. Transitivity manages the test
metafunction. The experiential metafunction arranges our experience and
comprehension of the world. It is the capability of the language to
understand figures with components, (for example, screen shots of a
moving picture or photos of a comic novel) and its capability to separate
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these components into measures, the members in these cycles, and the
conditions where the cycles happen (N.A., 2018).

The terms transitivity is distinctively a long way from the
significance of transitivity in customary syntax. It alludes to the framework
for portraying the entire provision, as opposed to simply the action word
and its item as engaged by transitivity in customary sentence structure
(Thompson, 1996). In a straightforward manner, transitivity is the
investigation of what individuals doing by which predominantly examined
who does what to whom (Machin and Mayr, 2012). There are instances
where issues are a little bit unclear or confusing, that is why people tend to
ask questions and in academic field, one way to seek for answers is
interview. The prominent person that the researchers studied is Gina Lopez
during her interviews after being rejected as the DENR Secretary.

With the existing studies in different areas, studying interviews is not
that studied especially with the use of transitivity model. With this fact, the
researchers aimed to extend willingness for others to look into interviews
also using transitivity model and content analysis. From this point of view,
the researcher have been very interested in studying the transitivity
processes manifested in the interviews of Gina Lopez mainly on what are
the patterns that the transitivity processes show, and how are these
processes being incorporated.

Gina Lopez is an eco-campaigner and a former Philippine
Environment Minister known for her strong stance against mining, closing
down many of the country’s quarries. She’s also an advocate for children’s
rights and protection. To be specific the interviews taken are from May
2017 to August 2019 which focuses on the middle part where Lopez seem
to give emphasis on her reactions regarding her rejection and her continuous
advocacy in saving mother Earth. In her interviews, transitivity is
manifested. Transitivity analysis
helps listeners know and understand the point of views, ideologies, and
discourses, hidden in a specific text or rhetoric (Machin & Mayr, 2012).

2.0 Research Questions & Objectives

1. What transitivity processes are manifested in Gina Lopez’s speeches

after being rejected as the DENR Secretary?; and

2. What are themes or patterns found in the interviews of Gina Lopez

after being rejected as the DENR Secretary 7\

To know the commonly used transitivity processes manifested in Gina
Lopez’s speeches and to know the themes and patterns found in her
interviews.

3.0 Research Methods
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This study used qualitative approach. The descriptive qualitative
approach was conducted by examining how DENR Secretary Gina Lopez in
her interviews used transitivity processes, and evaluating the frequency and
percentage distributions in her interviews of the various transitivity
processes.

The data to be content analyzed will be from the interviews uploaded
in Facebook from May 2017 to August 2019. The aforementioned research
approaches are chosen to be able to achieve the objectives given in the
research problem. Content analysis is a research technique for the
subjective, systematic and quantitative description of the text data. This
method aims to quantify interview content through coding. Coding, on the
other hand, is used to count frequency of appearance of specific variables in
the study, from the number of interviews and themes. It is quantitative in
nature since it analyzed some parts of the interview of Gina Lopez after
being rejected as the DENR Secretary, mainly in the mid-part. The
researchers then will relate the results to the usual feeling that a person
especially in higher rank would feel when being rejected or dismissed in
their position.

The research instrument of this study is the transcribed interview of
Gina Lopez after being rejected as the DENR Secretary. The researches will
analyze the transcribed interviews about her reaction, her continuous
service to the people despite being rejected, and her future plans in
preserving the nature, in order to know the different transitivity processes
present in her interviews.

For the purpose of this study, DENR Secretary Gina Lopez’s
interviews were used as corpus because her privilege interviews were
deemed to be her most persuasive set of interviews where she manifested
her power and knowledge in her rhetoric interviews in order to persuade the
people to protect the environment even after she was declined by the boards
when President Rodrigo Duterte appointed her as the new DENR Secretary.
Another reason is that, by limiting the corpus to privilege interviews, the
analysis and discussion could focus on how DENR Secretary Gina Lopez
used language in her rhetoric interviews. In this regard, there could be an in-
depth discussion on how DENR Secretary Gina Lopez used language in
manifesting environmental problems in her privilege interviews. Based on
the researcher’s collected data, only eight privilege interviews were
available in Facebook. The eight privilege interviews were all deemed to be
persuasive in nature. The goal of privilege interviews will be considered in
determining which interviews is more persuasive. These interviews were
determined and validated with the cooperative help of the researchers.

4.0 Data Collection & Analysis

382



In this study, the data are from the interviews of Gina Lopez after
being rejected as the DENR Secretary from March 2017 to August 2019.
The researchers are the one who will download the interviews and examine
each of them to identify and classify the transitivity processes and analyze
how those processes incorporated in the text. After gathering the
transitivity, they shall be thoroughly analyzed in order to categorize them
into the six processes basing Halliday (1994) transitivity framework. The
researchers will code the manifested verbs and categorize them then they
will identify the themes and patterns of the interviews using content
analysis.

The six transitivity processes. i.e., material, relational, mental,
behavioral, verbal, and existential, will be identified and categorized based
on the process categorizations and definitions discussed in Halliday’s
framework. The researchers will use an ordinary transcription of the
privilege interviews collected from the Facebook. The researchers will then
on identify the transitivity process found in the middle part of the
interviews.

Analysis in this study occured in three phases. First, interview
transcripts were  reviewed several times, searching for “recurring
regularities” Merriam (1998). The researcher highlihted phrases and quotes
from the interviews that were significant to the study. Second, the
researchers coded the transcripts, emphasized the categories basing from
Halliday (1994) Transitivity Framework. Third, brought together the coded
interviews and look for patterns and themes. And lastly, to know the
recurring regularities in terms of transitivity, frequency count is needed to
establish the certain regularities manifested in the interviews.

5.0 Result & Discussion

This section presents the results and discussion of the study. In this
part, the identified research questions will be answered.

The number of transitivity processes evident in Gina Lopez interviews
are presented in Table 2. Additionally, it shows the findings on how the
former DENR Secretary used different transitivity processes in her
interviews. The overall frequency of transitivity processes evident in the
interviews of Gina Lopez.

Table 2
Overall frequency of transitivity processes in Gina Lopez’s interviews

uploaded in Facebook from 2017-2019

Transitivity Process Frequency Percentage
Material 121 65
Mental 24 13
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Relational 21 11
Existential 0 0
Behavioral 4 2
Verbal 15 8
Total 185 100

Table 2 shows the overall transitivity processes evident in the
interviews of Former DENr Secreatary Gina Lopez. It presents that there
are most used in the entire corpus were material processes, followed by
mental, relational processes. Indeed, transitivity analysis helps listeners
understand more and understand the discourses and ideologies implied in a
certain text or rhetoric (Machin & Mayr, 2012). Hence, the analysis of this
study present the implied meanings in the interviews of Former DENR
Secretary Gina Lopez. The results of the present study are similar to the
study of Isti’anah (2014) in which the two most used transitivity processes
were material and mental. According to Isti’niah (2014), the use of material
and mental processes shows active action of sensing and doing of the actor
or the doer of the action.

What transitivity processes are manifested in Gina Lopez’s
speeches after being rejected as the DENR Secretary? & What are the
themes or patterns found in the interviews of Gina Lopez after being
rejected as the DENR Secretary ?

Material Processes

Liping (2014) mentioned that material processes are commonly used
transitivity process in political speeches in order to logically and objectively
present, facts,feelings, and reasons. However in this study, material
processes are used to present act of doing in the interviews of Gina Lopez
right after being rejected as the DENR Secretary. Moreover, material
processes are composed of two major participants: actor, and goal or
beneficiaries (Machin & Mayr, 2012). Through analyzing these
participants, it could show who does the action and who is the receiver of
the action. In the present study, Gina Lopez used material processes in
many ways. She used them in highlighting her actions in giving some
solutions to environmental problems, the actions of people involved in
illegal activities and capabilities among women in the position. These can
be seen in the extracted lines in her interview below.

Giving solution/s to the environmental problem

(i) They’re gonna make (Material Process) more than 10 Billion pesos, in
Zambales alone 1.4 Billion pesos, that’s so much money that they’re gonna
make (Material Process) from these top five...
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(i) ... all ’'m asking is that you give (Material Process) two million pesos
for every hectare of farm land ...
(iii) I’'m asking (Material Process) the miners to give (Material Process)
money to the farmers, that’s going against the constitution?
(iv) I have experiences of removing (Material Process) poverty to care of
the environment ...
(v) I’'m not a genius but we all work (Material Process) together
(vi) ’'m doing what I used to do (Material Process).
(vii) I’d like to discover (Material Process) Facebook in DENR.
(viii) It’s really a way to meet people you’d never met before. I put
(Material Process) something in there on the banigs on Ginatarkan. And
like a hundred orders and I said whaaaat...
(ix) Now, I'm really happy now because I'm not being involve in admin
works and so I can make (Material Process) things happen on the ground
that gives me happiness. What I do miss is when people call me up and
people are complaining about this and that.
(x) ...to step (Material Process) on business industry, there’s no way you
have to step on business industry.
(xi) ...to vote (Material Process) for the principals sa prinsipyo nila
(i) I put (Material Process) up an organization called I LOVE, it stands for
Investments in loving organization that can build the country from the
bottom of suffering, and I’d say I’m really really happy.
(i) I can give (Material Process) the money to the POs the Peoples
Organization

The extracts given show the solutions to the environmental problems.
Gina Lopez always seeks to have the certainty to give solutions to the
problems that the country has. The material processes used in the excerpts
are make, give, asking, removing, work, do, discover, put, step and vote
indicates that the actions will surely be done. Her determination to achieve
environmental care is manifested in the material processes that she used
indicating a strong will.
Giving Enlightenment
(i) If you kill (Material Process) the environment, you kill everything.
(iv) ... one third of the Filipinos depends (Material Process) on our
Natural Resources. Sino ang nagdudusa ‘pag winawasak yong kalikasan,
sino?
(v) ...whose duty is it to protect (Material Process) our people?
(vi) when you make decision (Material Process) based on businesses, you
have shirked (Material Process) your responsibility. You lost the moral
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ascendancy to rule (Material Process) the government because do you
business and money important than the welfare of our people?

Material processes were not only to give solutions; they were also used
in giving enlightenment. Gina Lopez used the material processes kill,
depends, protects, decision, shirked and rule to deliver her strong stand in
protecting the environment. The word kill in the first extract acted as the
doer of losing life. Gina chose these material processes to give a strong
stance for what she’s fighting for.

Proving the wrongs of other people

(vii) Prove it (Material Process) , Sonny Dominguez! Prove it! Face the
numbers and prove it! Because the numbers don’t support (Material
Process) you! Reality doesn’t support you and people’s lives don’t support
you!

(viii) ...to kill (Material Process) our natural resources?

(ix) ... recommended (Material Process) to relief the bond wala siyang
paki nuh gagamitin niya yung puso niya yung ulo niya he has his own ano
he’s not to relief the band the head of MICC isa siyang lawyer na dating
nagtatrabaho (work) sa mina and then yung coach niya na MICC Sonny
Dominguez may mining inclination siya so thank God yong president hindi
sumunod (follow).

Material processes also acts as a proof of people’s doing. Gina
weighed her speeches by using words that gave an impact to the listener.
The material processes prove, support, kill and recommended manifested
the implied determination, bravery and assurance of Gina Lopez to the
people. Her words gives a deep meaning as well as her heart.

Mental Processes

Mental processes were the second frequent transitivity processes in the
interviews of Gina Lopez. These processes are very helpful in expressing an
individual’s ideas and feelings (Machin & Mayr, 2012). Through analyzing
the mental processes in a text or rhetoric, people could decipher what is in
the thought of the writer or speaker. Moreover, in the study of (Liping,
2014), politicians use mental processes to express their expectations,
political beliefs, and arouse the feelings and emotions of the audience. In
this study, the mental processes were manifested in the interviews of Gina
Lopez. The following are some examples:

(i) Did you see (Mental Process) what I did, ah you were there when I give
the presentation on the Pasig river you are there?

(i) ...you see (Mental Process) what I did there when i give the
presentation on the Pasig river you were there?

(iii) ...if you look (Mental Process) at it.
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(iv) Now when I look (Mental Process) at it is the power to say “No you
cannot do that”.

(v) ...then look (Mental Process) at this

(vi) ...what qualifications are you looking (Mental Process) for?

(vii) Pero dito nafefeel (Mental Process) mo may konting baho eh no?
(viii) If government coops to big business, which I feel (Mental Process)
it has...

(ix) We have done so much and the public was behind this yet its invested
interest clearly, clearly, clearly I have no doubt about it, if you look
(Mental Process) at it.

The meanings being implied were manifested by the mental processes
employed in the interviews based on the extracts above. In the first extract,
the word see acted as the senser of the mental process recognize. Also, as
indicated in this extract, Gina proudly stated what she did to Pasig river.
The use of the mental processes feel, suffer, dismay, doubt manifested the
implied strong sympathy, love, and care of Gina Lopez to the people. Her
strong stance to protect the poor people is very evident in her speeches.
Relational Processes

Relational processes were the third most used transitivity processes in
the corpus. These processes are utilized in emphasizing the states of being
(Machin & Mayr, 2012). According to Liping (2014), relational processes
are basically used to explain political concepts. These help a rhetor express
himself/herself in explaining their views regarding an issue. The results of
the present study revealed that Gina Lopez employed relational processes to
express herself, her anger about the investors and associate some
clarifications that a woman like her is capable as reflected in the following
extracts:

(x) And you’re telling me I don’t have (Relational Process) capabilities, I
have experiences of removing poverty to care of the environment,
Congressman Zamora, what qualifications are you looking for?

(xi) First, we have (Relational Process) to do is to have design which is
very aesthetic yung design na saksakan na maganda kasi. ..

(xii) Ijust have (Relational Process) much more leverage now.

(xiii) I have (Relational Process) experiences of removing poverty to care
of the environment ...

The relational process that was used in the extract is the word have.
Gina used the word have to indicate possession. Gina possesses the
capability to turn words into reality. She already proved in her G Diaries
and when she became the DENR Secretary to the people that she is capable
of helping the environment as well as the people. She gave assurance to the
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people that she, together with her workers can protect and save the
environment.
Verbal Process

Verbal processes are the process of saying (Halliday, 1994 as cited on
Emilia, 2014). These cover all kind category of saying, not only in terms of
modes of saying (saying, asking, stating, arguing) but also semiotic
processes that are not verbal (showing and indicating) (Martin,
Matthiesiessen, & Painter, 1997). The following are the extracts that show
verbal process:

(i) Yeah. I thought I had the numbers, because when we talked (Verbal
Process) to people parang they were enough people there to vote for the
principals sa prinsipyo nila.

(i) the constitution itself stands for social justice so everything lahat ng
ginawa ko is for social justice and I can read (Verbal Process) it to you.

(i) Jessica can I read (Verbal Process) some things to you? Is that okay? In
the constitution it says (Verbal Process) that the congress should give
(Material Process) the highest priority to measures and protect.

The verbal process that was used in the extract are the words talked,
read, and say. Gina used these words to indicate saying. Gina is indeed very
sophisticated. She proved this trait the moment she sit as the DENR
Secretary until her death.

Behavioral Process

Behavioral process deals with psychological and physiological
activities which states of human physical behaviour (Gerot and Wignell,
1994:60). Below is the extract:

(i) ...whatever I say and whatever I show (Behavioral Process) he keeps
on harping on the same thing over and over and over again.

Behavioral process in this sense makes use of the word show. This is
use to tell certain behavior of Gina that she is indeed a woman of her words.
6.0 Conclusion

Overall, the results of the study showed that the most evident
transitivity process in the interviews of Former DENR Secretary Gina
Lopez are material processes, followed by mental processes then relational
processes. Lopez frequently used material processes to show power and
persuasiveness in her interview. She used these processes in emphasizing
the actions of the people involved in illegal activities, attack someone’s
credibility and character, her efforts in recommending some solutions to
certain environmental problems like in Butuan. She also used mental
processes to sympathize with the poor people and the voiceless. Gina Lopez
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as an advocate feels bad for the people leading her to strive more to give
something to the people and that is her continuous service even after being
rejected as the DENR Secretary. Furthermore, her use of relational
processes are also evident. She made use of these processes to express
herself, her anger about the investors and associate some clarifications that
a woman like her is capable of her job.

In this regard, Gina Lopez, should have had use major transitivity
processes to sound more persuasive in her interviews while she was still
alive. It is vital for her to use major transitivity processes such as material,
mental, and relational processes to manifest power and seriousness,
ideology, and persuasiveness in her statements. By doing so, she could have
had persuaded and changed the way people feel especially the Commission
on Appointments for rejecting her. In addition, the results of this study
presented that transitivity processes were useful in revealing the root of the
problem, inequalities, and injustices that this world is having. Thus, people
could realize that there is a need for them to take steps in addressing such
problems in order to make the society a safe and productive place to live in.
By analyzing the linguistic spin in political rhetoric, people could
understand the implied meaning and ideology embedded in the language
used by a speaker. in order to make the society a better place to live in.

Transitivity is all about action. Simply saying, it is the verb that makes
the statements of Gina Lopez more powerful. The transitivity or the verbs in
her interviews are the indicators that as an environmental advocate, action
took place in saving Mother Earth like going against the miners, going
against the abusive people in the position, raising funds, etc.

In the field of education, the results show that the process of doing
prevail. Thus, this study served as a stepping stone for more researches in
the future anent interviews using transitivity model.
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Abstract. This present study demonstrates the pattern of the speech act of
refusals among Meranaw students in the Islamic City of Marawi,
Philippines by employing a descriptive qualitative research method.
Specifically, the study aimed to illustrate the strategies employed by the
respondents in realizing the speech act of refusals, as well as to explore the
influence of genders in framing a refusal act. The data were collected
through a modified written discourse completion task from the study of
Saud (2019). The obtained data were coded and analyzed using the
taxonomy provided by Beebe, Takahashi, and Uliss-Weltz (1990) and
treated using frequency and percentage counting. Finally, the study reveals
that the respondents generally and dominantly employ indirect strategies
such as the use of adjuncts, excuses, explanations, and reasons in realizing
the refusal speech acts. Also, it shows that gender does not necessarily play
a pivotal role in framing a refusal speech act.

Keywords: Face-threatening, Speech act, Refusal strategies, Meranaw,
Gender

1.0 Introduction

With the globally increasing and overwhelming number of English
speakers with diverse socio-cultural backgrounds, English has been used as
an avenue of intercultural linguistic exchanges (Dogancay-Aktuna &
Hardman, 2012; Sharifian, 2014; Sifakis, 2004). In fact, it is now referred to
as an international language (Crystal, 2003; House, 2010; Jenkins, 2000;
Sharifian, 2009) which is spoken by a quarter of the world’s population
(Shishavan & Sharifian, 2016). Moreover, in order to fully accomplish
effective intercultural communication, there is a need for speakers to truly
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understand their own culture, and most importantly the culture of their
interlocutors.

With the context of elucidating the role of culture towards
effective communication, cross-cultural pragmatic studies with a
consideration of gender dimension can play a pivotal role in illuminating
the cultural differences among speakers who practice different linguistic
and cultural backgrounds. The inclusion of gender in studies is anchored on
the theorized language dichotomy of men and women (Lakoff, 1973; Haas,
1979; Wardaugh, 2006; Robertson, 2013; Wahyuningsih, 2018). Hence,
speech acts have been receiving a great number of interests among
researchers around the world (Blum-Kulka, House, & Kasper, 1989; Beebe,
Takahashi, & Uliss-Weltz’s, 1990; Trosborg, 1995; Cordella, 1991; Félix-
Brasdefer, 2008; Gass & Neu, 1996; Neumann, 1995; Wierzbicka, 1985,) as
the role of pragmatics and gender in communication always reflects on how
a speaker realizes a certain speech act.

One speech act where the spotlight has been placed is refusal. It
is generally issued in response to an initiating act (i.e. a request, a
suggestion, an offer, or an invitation) to decline to engage in an activity
proposed by an interlocutor (Chen & Zhang, 1995). It is also considered to
be a face-threatening act (Brown and Levinson, 1987). It imposes a threat to
the face of an interlocutor as a speaker does not satisfy the face-want of an
interlocutor. Hence, refusals can be interpreted as a form of disapproval or
disrespect whereas an addressee might take the act as a form of
impoliteness.

Moreover, with its nature and how a group of people refuses in
different manners, challenges and communication breakdowns are
inevitable if one speaker lacks pragmatic competence and does not possess
sufficient knowledge on the culture of his/her interlocutor. Hence, it is
essential to know the cultural norms of the people who speak the language
for the communication to be effective (Aydin, 2013). Apart from that, it is
also important to elucidate which refusal strategy is seemed to be polite
among a group of speakers in order to satisfy the face-want of an
interlocutor and easily achieve mutual understanding.

Lastly, with the concerns to elevate socio-pragmatic competence
and to provide an insight on intercultural and linguistic differences, the
researcher is motivated to peruse how Meranaws realize the refusal speech
act. This is also in response to the scarcity of research as regards the
mentioned speech act in the Meranaw context as the researcher objectively
believes that the topic has not yet been giving attention in the said context.
Therefore, this study aims to discern the refusal strategies of Meranaw
speakers and to illustrate how gender plays a role in shaping the
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participants’ refusal strategies toward different initiating acts: request,
invitation, suggestion, and offer.
2.0 Research Questions

This study aimed to illustrate the refusal strategies of the Meranaw
MSU College Students in the Islamic City of Marawi, Lanao del Sur,
Philippines. Specifically, it sought to answer the following questions.

1. What are the refusal strategies employed by the male and female
participants toward the following initiating acts: requests,
invitations, suggestions, and offers?

2. What are the differences between male and female participants in
refusing the following initiating acts requests, invitations, offers,
and suggestions?

3.0 Research Methodology

This investigation is centered on delving into the refusal strategies
and the gender’s influence in performing the act of the Meranaw students
who are enrolled in the second semester of the academic year 2020-2021 of
the Mindanao State University-Main Campus, Marawi City, Southern
Philippines. This investigation employs a descriptive qualitative research
method as it focuses on describing, demonstrating, and substantiating the
patterns of the respondents’ realizations on the speech act of refusal.
Furthermore, the data were collected through a modified written Discourse
Completion Task (DCT) patterned from the study of Saud (2019) and were
tabulated using frequency and percentage counting.

In this study, the data elicitation was primarily done through
Google Form, Facebook, and Messenger platforms. This method is
supported by the Social Media Research Group (2016) as they believe that
social networking sites’ proliferation makes the data easily and quickly
accessible which has been considered by analysts and policy-makers.
Moreover, the research locale of this study is an academic territory mostly
dominated by Muslims particularly Meranaw learners. The university is
also known as a home to different learners in Mindanao for its commitment
to the integration of Muslims which includes most especially the Meranaw-
Muslim and Non-Muslims into mainstream society.

Moreover, a survey questionnaire particularly a written Discourse
Completion Task (DCT) were used as the main instrument for the data
solicitation. This contains predesigned situations written with a specific
scenario in order to get the desired speech act. In addition, DCT is a useful
data elicitation tool in studies carried out in pragmatics (Beebe &
Cummings, 1996; Nurani, 2009) as they are easy to administer (Varghese &
Billmyer, 1996) and provide the researcher with the opportunity to collect a
large amount of data in a short time (Beebe & Cummings, 1996). In this
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investigation, the researcher utilizes the DCT from the study of Saud (2019)
that contains situations that ask respondents to refuse a certain initiating act.
For the distribution of refusing to various initiating acts, it is illustrated and
summarized below.

Table 1

Refusal and the Initiating Acts

Number of Hypothetical Scenarios Initiating Acts
1 Request

2 Request

3 Request

4 Invitation
5 Invitation
6 Invitation
7 Offer

8 Offer

9 Offer

10 Suggestion
11 Suggestion
12 Suggestion

4.0 Data Collection and Analysis

In this study any Meranaw MSUan student who was conveniently
available and willing to participate has been chosen as one of the
respondents of this study.

More so, the DCT was encoded in Google Form Sheet along with a
letter which secures the permission of the respondents to answer the survey,
as well as gives brief information about the study. The link of the form was
sent via Facebook Messenger to MSU college students who are acquainted
with the researcher. The respondents are given ample time to make their
answers.
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Further, in order to analyze the data that will be gathered, the
theoretical frameworks of this study are applied. Firstly, to establish the
refusal strategies employed by the participants, the semantic criterion
provided by Beebe et. al., (1990) is the basis in encoding and classifying the
data. Frequency and percentage counting were further utilized in presenting
and tabulating the results. More so, the strategy that gets the highest
frequency and percentage is inferred as participants’ general strategy in
realizing the speech act of refusal.

Also, in order to identify and distinguish the refusal strategies
employed by the male and female participants, the data were categorized
according to the participants’ gender using the given taxonomy along with
frequency and percentage counting. The analysis is done using the Speech
Act Theory as the categorized data will be analyzed into Austin's (1962)
three layers of Speech Act and Searle's (1969) Classification of Speech Act.
Therewithal, using the Politeness Theory of Brown and Levinson (1978;
1987), the researcher determines which strategies of male and female
participants is/are polite/impolite, and which is/are conformed to the theory.

Lastly, after classifying and examining the refusal strategies
anchored on the research questions, the data is then descriptively discussed
and substantiated in order to draw conclusions.

5.0 Results and Discussion

5.1 Refusal strategies employed

The result shows that respondents employ various strategies as
well as combinations of strategies in realizing the speech act of refusals as
presented in the Table 3.

Table 2
Refusal strategies employed by the respondents toward initiating acts:
requests, invitations, suggestions, and offers

REFUSAL STRATEGIES f %
Performatives 0 0%
Nonperformatives (NP) 6 1%
Statement of Regret (SOR) 0 0%
Excuse, Reason, Explanation (ERE) 75 12.5%
Statement of Alternative (SOA) 1 0.16%
Promise of future acceptance (PFA) 3 0.50%
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Attempt to dissuade interlocutor (ADI) 33 5.5%
Acceptance that function as a refusal 3 0.50%
Adjuncts 2 0.33%
Adjuncts + Performative 2 0.33%
Adjuncts + Performative + ERE 2 0.33%
Adjuncts + Performative + ERE + PFA 2 0.33%
Adjuncts + Performative + SOR + ERE 1 0.16%
Adjuncts + Performative + SOR + ERE + | 2 0.33%
PFA

Adjuncts + NP 9 1.50%
Adjuncts + NP + SOR 3 0.50%
Adjuncts + NP + SOR + ERE 12 2.00%
Adjuncts + NP + ERE 14 2.33%
Adjuncts + NP + ERE + SOA 1 0.16%
Adjuncts + NP + ERE + FPA 3 0.50%
Adjuncts + NP + ADI 1 0.16%
Adjuncts + NP + PFA 1 0.16%
Adjuncts + SOR + ERE 26 4.33%
Adjuncts + SOR + ERE + PFA 1 0.16%
Adjuncts + Wish + ERE 2 0.33%
Adjuncts + ERE 147 24.50%
Adjuncts + ERE + PFA 3 0.50%
Adjuncts + PFA 3 0.50%
Adjuncts + ADI 3 0.50%
Perfrormative + ERE 3 0.50%
Performative + ADI 2 0.33%
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Performative + SOR + ERE 1 0.16%
NP + SOR 5 0.83%
NP + SOR + ERE 25 4.16%
NP + ERE 47 7.80%
NP + ERE + ADI 1 0.16%
NP + ADI 6 1.00%
SOR + ERE 137 22.83%
SOR + ERE + SOA 1 0.16%
SOR + PFA 1 0.16%
ERE + PFA 7 1.16%
ERE + ADI 3 0.50%
TOTAL 600 100%

As clearly shown in Table 2, there is an overwhelming and strong
preference among Meranaw Students toward the use of indirect strategies
such as the use of adjuncts, excuses, explanations, and reasons in realizing
the refusal speech act. Specifically, 24.50% of them employ Excuse,
Reason, and Explanation (ERE) with Adjuncts when they refuse initiating
acts. Also, 22.83% of them employ Statements of Regret (SOR) such as “I
am sorry” and Excuse, Reason, and Explanation (ERE) when they refuse
initiating acts. Further, 12.5% of them also employ Excuse, Reason,
Explanation (ERE) alone when they refuse initiating acts.

Such results indicate that Meranaw speakers utilize adjuncts,
excuse, reason, and explanation which indirectly refuse an interlocutor
which both mitigates the impositions and face risk would come from them
and save their faces as well. Other than adjuncts and explanations or
reasons, they also show their regrets in refusing an act by directly saying
apologizing words. More so, with the overwhelming number of strategies
employed by the Meranaw speakers, it can be safely assumed that more
deployment of strategies in a linguistic exchange is a manifestation of
politeness as they further strengthen their locutionary acts with adjuncts,
excuse, explanation, reason, statement of regret, and dissuading utterances.
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Moreover, these findings coincide with the study of Al-Issa (1998),
Al-Eryani (2007), Boonkongsaen (2013), Kathir (2015), Shishavan and
Sharifian (2016), Liu and Qian (2017), and Balan, Lucero, Salinas, and
Quinto (2020) where indirect strategies are found to be the prevailing
strategies in their own culture and language. As such and with the support
of these studies, the results may imply that what is polite in the Meranaw
context as regards refusing is to be indirect and to utilize many strategies in
a communicative event. Hence, the more indirect speakers are toward
refusing, the more they value the reaction and acceptance of their
interlocutor which is a manifestation of preserving an interlocutor’s face.

Furthermore, the result is also conformed to the three facets of the
speech act theorized by Austin (1962). The utterances of refusal is the
production of the speech act known as the locutionary act while the act
performed in refusing with the intention of showing declination to an
initiating makes the illocutionary act. Finally, the effect of the action
realized by the speakers who refuse an initiating act makes the
perlocutionary act. Thus, the speech act of refusals among Meranaw MSU
College Students corroborates the notion that this type of speech act is
mainly composed of the three facets. More so, the findings also provide
more elaboration on the notion that the speech act of refusals falls on the
directive type of speech act based on the theory of illocutionary
classification provided by Searle (1969). This is directive because the
speakers utter refusals in order to express their declination or unwillingness
to an initiating act that can damage the face of an interlocutor or severe their
faces as well.

5.2 The Differences between Male and Female Participants in
refusing the following Initiating Acts:

5.2.1 Requests

The frequencies and percentages of the refusal strategies employed
by the male and female respondents toward requests were presented and
computed as reflected in Table 3.

Table 3
REFUSAL STRATEGIES F M
f % f %
Performatives 0 0% 0 0%
Nonperformatives (NP) 1 1.28% 1 1.38%
Statement of Regret (SOR) 0 0% 0 0%
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Excuse, Reason, Explanation | 15 19.23% | 14 19.44%
(ERE)

Statement of Alternative (SOA) | 0 0% 0 0%
Promise of future acceptance | 0 0% 1 1.38%
(PFA)

Attempt to dissuade | 0 0% 0 0%
interlocutor (ADI)

Acceptance that function as a | 0 0% 0 0%
refusal

Adjuncts 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + Performative 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + Performative + | 0 0% 0 0%
ERE

Adjuncts + Performative + | 0 0% 0 0%
ERE + PFA

Adjuncts + Performative + | 0 0% 0 0%
SOR + ERE

Adjuncts + Performative + | 0 0% 5 6.94%
SOR + ERE + PFA

Adjuncts + NP 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + NP + SOR 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + NP + SOR + ERE 2 2.56% 0 0%
Adjuncts + NP + ERE 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + NP + ERE + SOA 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + NP + ERE + FPA 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + NP + ADI 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + NP + PFA 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + SOR + ERE 2 2.56% 0 0%
Adjuncts + SOR + ERE + PFA | 0 0% 0 0%
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Adjuncts + Wish + ERE 1 1.28% 0 0%
Adjuncts + ERE 2 2.56% 4 5.55%
Adjuncts + ERE + PFA 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + PFA 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + ADI 0 0% 0 0%
Perfrormative + ERE 1 1.28% 0 0%
Performative + ADI 0 0% 0 0%
Performative + SOR + ERE 1 1.28% 0 0%
NP + SOR 1 1.28% 0 0%
NP + SOR + ERE 12 15.38% | 0 0%
NP + ERE 13 16.66% | 4 5.55%
NP + ERE + ADI 0 0% 0 0%
NP + ADI 0 0% 0 0%
SOR + ERE 26 3333% | 43 59.72%
SOR + ERE + SOA 0 0% 0 0%
SOR + PFA 0 0% 0 0%
ERE + PFA 1 1.28% 0 0%
ERE + ADI 0 0% 0 0%
TOTAL 78 100% 72 100%

As clearly shown in Table 3, there is an overwhelming and strong
preference among male and female Meranaw Students toward the use of a
statement of regrets plus excuses, explanations, and reasons which are
fallen to indirect strategies. Specifically, 33.33% of the females and
59.72% of the males employ the said strategies in refusing a request act
which may imply that males are a little bit more apologetic than females.
Moreover, males and females similarly employ the Excuse, Reason,
Explanation (ERE) strategy in refusing a request which may imply that
Meranaw people tend to explain and defend themselves why they had to
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refuse an interlocutor. Hence, explaining one’s action or decision toward an
act is one way to save one’s face or the face of an interlocutor.

Moreover, these results coincide with the findings of Mendoza and
Berowa (2017) in which regardless of gender, Filipino students prefer
indirect refusal strategies. With that, the findings of this study further
strengthen the notion that gender is not really a confining factor in order to
be polite in refusing a request as everyone can resort to any politeness
strategies in dealing with face-threatening speech acts.

5.2.2 Invitations

The frequencies and percentages of the refusal strategies employed
by the male and female respondents toward invitations were presented and
computed as reflected in Table 4.

Table 4

REFUSAL STRATEGIES F M
f % f %

Performatives 0 0% 0 0%
Nonperformatives (NP) 1 1.28% |1 1.38%
Statement of Regret (SOR) 0 0% 0 0%
Excuse, Reason, Explanation | 4 5.12% 7 9.72%
(ERE)
Statement of Alternative (SOA) 0 0% 0 0%
Promise of future acceptance | 0 0% 2 2.77%
(PFA)
Attempt to dissuade interlocutor | 0 0% 0 0%
(ADI)
Acceptance that function as a | 0 0% 0 0%
refusal
Adjuncts 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + Performative 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + Performative + ERE 1 1.28% (0 0%
Adjuncts + Performative + ERE + | 1 1.28% ([0 0%
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PFA

Adjuncts + Performative + SOR | 0 0% 0 0%
+ERE

Adjuncts + Performative + SOR | 2 2.56% 1 1.38%
+ ERE + PFA

Adjuncts + NP 2 2.56% |1 1.38%
Adjuncts + NP + SOR 1 128% |0 0%
Adjuncts + NP + SOR + ERE 7 897% |1 1.38%
Adjuncts + NP + ERE 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + NP + ERE + SOA 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + NP + ERE + FPA 2 2.56% [0 0%
Adjuncts + NP + ADI 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + NP + PFA 1 128% |0 0%
Adjuncts + SOR + ERE 3 384% |5 6.94%
Adjuncts + SOR + ERE + PFA 1 128% |0 0%
Adjuncts + Wish + ERE 1 128% |0 0%
Adjuncts + ERE 15 19.23% | 18 25%
Adjuncts + ERE + PFA 2 2.56% |1 1.38%
Adjuncts + PFA 1 1.28% |1 1.38%
Adjuncts + ADI 0 0% 0 0%
Perfrormative + ERE 0 0% 0 0%
Performative + ADI 0 0% 0 0%
Performative + SOR + ERE 0 0% 0 0%
NP + SOR 2 2.56% |1 1.38%
NP + SOR + ERE 7 897% [0 0%
NP + ERE 6 7.69% |2 2.77%
NP + ERE + ADI 0 0% 0 0%
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NP + ADI 0 0% 0 0%
SOR + ERE 14 17.94% | 29 40.27%
SOR + ERE + SOA 1 1.28% ([0 0%
SOR + PFA 0 0% 1 1.38%
ERE + PFA 3 3.84% |1 1.38%
ERE + ADI 0 0% 0 0%
TOTAL 78 100% 72 100%

As clearly shown in Table 4, there is an overwhelming and strong
preference among male respondents toward the use of a statement of regrets
plus excuses, explanations, and reasons with a percentage of 40.27; while
females mostly used adjuncts plus Excuse, Reason, Explanation (ERE) with
a percentage of 19.23. Such different dominant strategies employed by the
two genders tend to suggest that males express their regrets why they had to
refuse an invitation and substantiate it with an explanation, or an excuse, or
a reason which may imply that they are more apologetic than females.
Females, on the other hand, tend to use adjuncts, explanation, excuse, and
reason in framing a refusal act toward an invitation which may suggest that
they are more appreciative than men. This means that females recognize the
essence of invitation before giving out a reason, or explanation, or excuse;
while males tend to acknowledge first the face of an interlocutor that may
demand an apology.

Moreover, with these results, the study conforms to Balan, Lucero,
Salinas, and Quinto’s (2020) findings. This suggests that Filipino people,
including Meranaws, are mostly indirect in dealing with invitations
regardless of their gender. This also implies that being indirect during a
communicative event is being polite to your interlocutor. Lastly, with the
emphasis of a statement of regrets for males and adjuncts for females,
Meranaw speakers of both genders also utilize the combinations of them
which suggest that there is no true dichotomy of language and gender in
framing a refusal act.

5.2.3 Offers

The frequencies and percentages of the refusal strategies employed
by the male and female respondents toward offers were presented and
computed as reflected in Table 5.
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Table 5

REFUSAL F M
STRATEGIES

f % f %
Performatives 0 0% 0 0%
Nonperformatives (NP) 0 0% 0 0%
Statement of Regret [ O 0% 0 0%
(SOR)
Excuse, Reason, | 3 3.84% 7 9.72%
Explanation (ERE)
Statement of Alternative | O 0% 1 1.38%
(SOA)
Promise of  future | O 0% 0 0%
acceptance (PFA)
Attempt to  dissuade | 15 19.23% 16 22.22%
interlocutor (ADI)
Acceptance that function | 1 1.28% 0 0%
as a refusal
Adjuncts 0 0% 1 1.38%
Adjuncts + Performative | 0 0% 1 1.38%
Adjuncts + Performative | 0 0% 1 1.38%
+ ERE
Adjuncts + Performative | 0 0% 0 0%
+ ERE + PFA
Adjuncts + Performative | 1 1.28% 0 0%
+ SOR + ERE
Adjuncts + Performative | 0 0% 1 1.38%
+ SOR + ERE + PFA
Adjuncts + NP 0 0% 5 6.94%
Adjuncts + NP + SOR 1 1.28% 0 0%
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Adjuncts + NP + SOR +
ERE

0%

1.38%

Adjuncts + NP + ERE

10.25%

0%

Adjuncts + NP + ERE +
SOA

0%

0%

Adjuncts + NP + ERE +
FPA

0%

0%

Adjuncts + NP + ADI

1.28%

0%

Adjuncts + NP + PFA

0%

0%

Adjuncts + SOR + ERE

5.12%

4.16%

Adjuncts + SOR + ERE
+ PFA

0%

S |lw|lo | o

0%

Adjuncts + Wish + ERE

0%

0%

Adjuncts + ERE

28.20%

38.88%

Adjuncts + ERE + PFA

0%

0%

Adjuncts + PFA

0%

0%

Adjuncts + ADI

2.56%

0%

Perfrormative + ERE

2.56%

0%

Performative + ADI

1.28%

0%

Performative + SOR +
ERE

0%

[=3 Bl Nl Hel K= R

0%

NP + SOR

1.28%

0%

NP + SOR + ERE

0%

0%

NP + ERE

6.41%

4.16%

NP + ERE + ADI

1.28%

0%

NP + ADI

1.28%

0%

SOR + ERE

8.97%

5.55%

SOR + ERE + SOA

0%

Sl |O|lOCO|lWwW]IO|O

0%
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SOR + PFA 0 0% 0 0%
ERE + PFA 0 0% 0 0%
ERE + ADI 2 2.56% 0 0%
TOTAL 78 100% 72 100%

As clearly shown in Table 5, there is an overwhelming and strong
preference among male and female Meranaw Students toward the use of
adjuncts plus excuses, explanations, and reasons which are fallen to indirect
strategies. Specifically, 28.20% of the females and 38.88% of the males
employ the said strategies in refusing an offer which may imply that
Meranaw males and females tend to show gratitude and appreciation to an
interlocutor rather than to apologize for their declination. Moreover, males
and females similarly employ the Attempt to dissuade interlocutor (ADI)
strategy in refusing an offer which may imply that such strategy is a form of
politeness.

Moreover, this result —as regards with the use of adjuncts—
suggests that some of the participants are fair enough communicative
competent as they are able to utilize their resources in both showing
appreciation and declination to an interlocutor. Also, the overwhelming
number of adjuncts in the combined strategies implies that Meranaw people
use many resources in expressing politeness.

5.2.4 Suggestions

The frequencies and percentages of the refusal strategies employed
by the male and female respondents toward suggestions were presented and
computed as reflected in Table 6.

Table 6
REFUSAL STRATEGIES F M
f % f %
Performatives 0 0% 0 0%
Nonperformatives (NP) 2 2.56% | 0 0%
Statement of Regret (SOR) 0 0% 0 0%
Excuse, Reason, Explanation | 6 7.69% | 19 26.38%
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(ERE)

Statement of Alternative (SOA) 0 0% 0 0%
Promise of future acceptance | 0 0% 0 0%
(PFA)

Attempt to dissuade interlocutor | 2 2.56% | 0 0%
(ADI)

Acceptance that function as a |2 2.56% | 0 0%
refusal

Adjuncts 0 0% 1 1.38%
Adjuncts + Performative 0 0% 1 1.38%
Adjuncts + Performative + ERE 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + Performative + ERE + | 1 1.28% | 0 0%
PFA

Adjuncts + Performative + SOR + | 0 0% 0 0%
ERE

Adjuncts + Performative + SOR + | 0 0% 1 1.38%
ERE + PFA

Adjuncts + NP 1 1.28% | 0 0%
Adjuncts + NP + SOR 1 1.28% | 0 0%
Adjuncts + NP + SOR + ERE 0 0% 1 1.38%
Adjuncts + NP + ERE 5 6.41% | 1 1.38%
Adjuncts + NP + ERE + SOA 1 1.28% | 0 0%
Adjuncts + NP + ERE + FPA 1 1.28% | O 0%
Adjuncts + NP + ADI 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + NP + PFA 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + SOR + ERE 5 6.41% | 4 5.55%
Adjuncts + SOR + ERE + PFA 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + Wish + ERE 0 0% 0 0%
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Adjuncts + ERE 27 34.61 |31 43.05%
%
Adjuncts + ERE + PFA 0 0% 0 0%
Adjuncts + PFA 1 1.28% | 0 0%
Adjuncts + ADI 1 1.28% | 0 0%
Perfrormative + ERE 0 0% 0 0%
Performative + ADI 1 1.28% | 0 0%
Performative + SOR + ERE 0 0% 0 0%
NP + SOR 0 0% 0 0%
NP + SOR + ERE 5 641% | 1 1.38%
NP + ERE 4 5.12% | 7 9.72%
NP + ERE + ADI 0 0% 0 0%
NP + ADI 0 0% 0 0%
SOR + ERE 10 12.82 |4 5.55%
%

SOR + ERE + SOA 0 0% 0 0%
SOR + PFA 0 0% 0 0%
ERE + PFA 1 1.28% | 1 1.38%
ERE + ADI 1 1.28% | 0 0%
TOTAL 78 100% | 72 100%

As clearly shown in Table 6, there is a strong preference among
male and female Meranaw Students toward the use of adjuncts plus
excuses, explanations, and reasons which are fallen to indirect strategies.
Specifically, 34.61% of the females and 43.05% of the males employ the
said strategies in refusing a suggestion which may imply that Meranaw
males and females tend to recognize the worth of a suggestion before
declining it. Moreover, some male participants tend also to give
explanations, reasons, and excuses alone when they refuse a suggestion that
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may imply that they had to defend themselves first why they had to refuse
the initiating act which as a atrategy to maintain their faces.

Moreover, these results suggest that there is no strong evidence to
prove that language dichotomy of males and females in terms of refusing
suggestions may entail that such a concept is not really occurring.
Therefore, the findings of this study stand with the notion that gender is not
a factor to uniformize politeness to a certain group of people such as among
Meranaws.

6.0 Conclusion

This study illustrates the patterns of the speech act of refusals of
the Meranaw University Students in the Mindanao State University-Main
Campus. The results claim that the overwhelming and strong preference
strategy employ by the respondents is indirect strategies such as the use of
adjuncts, excuses, explanations, and reasons. The former is basically used to
show appreciation and gratitude, while the latter is mainly employed to
protect and/or to maintain their faces. Moreover, the findings of this study
show that gender does not necessarily play a pivotal role in shaping a
refusal speech act, however, it is noted that females and males differ in
dealing with invitations whereas the former used adjuncts to show
appreciation while the latter employs statement of regrets to solely protect
face. Hence these strategies are very indirect that definitely aim to preserve
and maintain the faces of the communicative participants.

Moreover, the concept of acknowledging and maintaining the face
of the interlocutors strongly appears to be the main reason why a Meranaw
speaker does not directly refuse initiating acts. Such behavior corroborates
the notion that Meranaw people are mostly indirect to many linguistic
exchanges. In addition, the results suggest that Meranaw people seem to
acknowledge the universal notion of face in human society which is the
need to protect and to maintain the face of speakers and interlocutors in any
linguistic interactions. Moreover, this study discovered several strategies
that may be only exclusive among the Meranaw people which include the
combinations of many strategies with the prevailing use of adjuncts and the
supports of explanation, excuse, and reason in expressing illocutionary acts.
Such great numbers of strategies implicate a certain form of politeness that
is perhaps unique in the Meranaw society which can be considered and
incorporated in educational materials. Moreover, the findings further
strengthen the politeness theory where indirectness is usually used to
mitigate the challenges of speech acts such as those belong to directives.

Hence, unfolding these types of refusal strategies which Meranaws
employ in realizing this speech act reveals how important it is to understand
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the socially and widely accepted norm of a group of people in order to
establish a harmonious relationship between a speaker and an interlocutor
who may have different socio-cultural backgrounds. Furthermore, knowing
what strategies, and how to refuse are essential factors to be considered in
order to maintain or secure the established interpersonal relationships
among communicative participants. Therefore, the findings of this study can
provide a baseline or reference in evaluating good redesigned reading and
learning materials by taking all of the new findings into account such as
incorporate them into the Philippines’ curriculum in order to elevate
learners’ socio-pragmatic competence and to achieve intercultural
understanding.
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Appendix A: Letter of Consent

Republic of the Philippines
MINDANAO STATE UNIVERSITY -
MARAWI CITY
College of Social Sciences and Humanities
English Department

ENGLISH

DEPARTMENT

June 29, 2021
Dear Respondent,

Assalaamu’ Alaykom Warahmatullahi Wa Barakatoho!
Warmest greetings of peace and prosperity!

I, the undersigned name, is an English Language Studies Major at the
Mindanao State University Main Campus. I am presently conducting a
study about the speech act of refusal as a partial fulfillment of our
requirements in ENG 128 (Language and Gender).

Anent to that, I would like to invite you to answer my survey questionnaire
at your most convenient time. I believe that all your knowledge about the

subject matter is beneficial for the completion of this endeavor.

Rest assured that the information gathered will be held in strict
confidentiality.

Thank you.

Respectfully yours,
Juhaid H. H.Abbas

415



Researcher

Noted by:

Dr. Annie Mae M. Berowa
Research Instructor

Appendix B. Refusal Strategies Questionnaire
(Patterned from the study of Saud in 2019)

Name:

Gender:
First Language (Mother Tongue): Ethnicity:

Instruction: The following is a questionnaire about refusal strategies.
Please provide as much information as possible based on your experiences
in daily life. Imagine yourself in the situations given and write in the space
provided exactly what you would say in real life.

1. You are a university student. Your friend needs to do a presentation using
his/her laptop. He/she accidently drops it and needs to borrow one. She/he
comes to you asking to borrow yours. You refuse his/her request by saying:

2. You are a university lecturer and the head of your department requests
you to stay late at the office and finish your work before leaving. You
refuse his/her request by saying:
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3. You are a lecturer at the university. You have some useful books that can
help your students finish their projects. One of them requests borrowing one
of the books. You refuse his/her request by saying:

4. Your friend invites you and his/her other old friends to his/her house for
dinner. You refuse his/her invitation by saying:

5. You are a lecturer at a college. Your dean invites all of the faculty
members for lunch. You refuse his/her invitation by saying:

6. You are the manager of a store. One of your employees invites you to
his/her wedding party. You refuse his/her invitation by saying:

7. You are at a friend’s house for dinner. Your friend offers you a pie. You
refuse his/her offer by saying:

8. You work at a company and your manager offers you to work overtime
for good pay. You refuse his/her offer by saying:
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9. Your cottage mate damaged one of your expensive dresses. He/she insists
on paying for it. You refuse his/her offer by saying:

10. You are a college student. You live far away from your college and
every day you miss the first lecture. Your friend suggests to you to move
near to the college. You refuse his/her suggestion by saying:

11. You are a good at writing poems. Your teacher suggests to you to
specialize in English literature. You refuse his/her suggestion by saying:

12. You are a university lecturer. You call the secretary to make an
appointment to meet the dean tomorrow. He/she suggests coming and
meeting the dean now because of his/her busy schedule tomorrow. You

refuse his/her suggestion by saying:
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The Speech Act of Complaining among Meranaw Students in MSU —
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Abstract. The speech act is the fundamental unit of communication, yet it
is claimed that the principles of speech acts are impacted by one's linguistic
skill. Any person may deliver exactly what they meant in any language by
improving their comprehension of the regulations for expressing in that
language. Studies have devoted less attention to the complaint speech act as
a component of pragmatic competence than to other speech acts. In diverse
contexts, the face-threatening character of this speech act necessitates
standard precautions. Complaining is one of the most prevalent speech act.
Complaining is typically associated with emotional energy, which can make
the addressee confrontational and dissatisfied. There are a few factors that
influence how one complains and the language itself is one of the causes but
the power dynamic between the Speaker and the hearer has been a focus of
research on the complaint speech act. In the speech act of complaining, the
speaker conveys dissatisfaction or inconvenience that can be done with the
aim of maintaining or protecting his/her face and the face-wants of an
interlocutor. This qualitative investigation is centered on delving the pattern
of the speech act of complaint among Meranaw speakers in the Islamic City
of Marawi in the Mindanao, Philippines who are adherents of Islam. To be
more specific, the researchers aim to discern and to illustrate the dichotomy
of complaint strategies employed by Meranaw male and female students in
performing the act of complaint. There was also some variety in the order in
which the participants performed the components of the complaint speech
act given. Moreover, the data were collected through Discourse Completion
Task (DCT) which is with social status and social distance factors, such as
Elder which refers to a person who is older than the complainer; high status
which refers to person who is older than the complainer; low status that
refers to the person who is in lower position than the complainer, friend,
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and stranger. The obtained data were mainly coded and analyzed using the
taxonomy of complaint strategies provided and treated using frequency and
percentage counting. Finally, the results show that indirect accusation and
hints are the most frequent complaint strategies among Meranaw male
students, while direct accusation and consequence are the most usual
complaint strategies employed by the Meranaw female students.

Keywords: The speech act of complaining, Meranaw complaint strategies,
Discourse completion task, Social status, Social distance

1.0 Introduction

1.1 Background of the study

As a means of communication between people, language plays a very
important role and it has two forms; oral and written. Pragmatics refers to
the different factors that manage the language with whom we choose to use
inside the set of language that might please if it is used in a social
interaction and its influence on others. Therefore, the variables of
pragmatics that influence our collection of grammatical construction as a
sound pattern are the meaning we create by introducing the language as a
means to interact through the intended process. The study of pragmatics
tries to associate it with the meaning of terms used by persons in their social
circumstances and the choice of words in a context.

In relation to Pragmatics, Leech (1983) pointed that Pragmatics is
a study of meaning and how to apply the speech to some specific
conditions, along with a component of rendering a speech in a situation and
further paving the way for a central concept to be decided whether it deals
with the semantic or the pragmatic phenomena. Under this is politeness,
speech act, and the speech act of complaint.

Politeness is a general aspect of the social behavior to a speaker
towards deferent wishes of the addressee in different concerns. The
linguistic expression of politeness can be investigated by the English
linguists, Levinson and Penelope Brown in year (1979). In this they have
introduced some of prominent strategies used to line the differences of
maximizing in exchanges, e.g. using formal way in terms of address or
indirect speech acts. The aim of these strategies is a way for fulfilling
required particular goals. Therefore it is a set order to face an addressee.
One of the major terms of these strategies is a face that shows the self-
image of speaker in a public and it can be divided into two major types;
Positive face and Negative face. Positive face shows the wishes of the
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individual and it can be appreciated as well as respected by others. A
Negative face shows the wish that is not restricted in set of choices to
speaker about social behavior.

A speech act is a spoken utterance that mainly focuses to deal with
some actual situation to the communication. The definition of the speech
acts was first proposed in 1911-1960 by the British philosopher John
Langshaw Austin, who worked in Oxford and described his theory in the
series of lectures he delivered that were even published before his death in
1962. "The name is, "With words, how to do it. Austin portrays the
language of philosophy in order to preserve one of the core purposes of
language and in order to carry out socially relevant acts. The use of
language is driven by the preoccupation of speech acts.

In the speech act of complaining, a complaint is used by most
people especially when people want to express dissatisfaction, pain,
uneasiness, censure, resentment, or grief; or even finding faults in others.

Olshtain and Weinbach (1993, as cited in Deveci, 2003) asserts in
the speech act of complaining where the speaker displeasure or annoyance
as a reaction to a past or going action, the consequences of which are
perceived by the speaker. Olshtain and Weinbach (1993) also added that the
function of complaints can function as to express displeasure, disapproval,
annoyance, censure, threats as a reaction to a perceived offense or violation
of social rules. Also, to hold the hearer accountable for the offensive action
and possibly suggest or request a repair. In addition, complaining is
generally considered as a face-threating speech act that intrinsically threaten
both negative and positive face of the hearer where Brown and Levinson
(1987 as cited in Zhang, 2001) propose a highly abstract of “face” and
argue that it is universal that consist of two specific kinds of desire, the
positive and negative face.

1.2 Review of Related Literature

This section provides and discusses related literatures and studies for their
relevance in the research problem of the study regarding the speech act of
complaint strategies.

1.2.1 Pragmatics

Huang (2014) states that the field of study in linguistics on the philosophy
of language is Pragmatics that becomes a major subject in artificial
intelligence, informants, neuroscience, language pathology, anthropology,
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and sociology. According to Richards and Schmidt (2002), pragmatics deals
with the study of language use in communication, particularly the
relationship between sentences and the contexts and situations in which
they are used. Moreover, Leech (1983) argues that pragmatics look at how
people understand and create an action or a speech act in a particular
conversation context that tries to distinguish two purposes or senses in each
speech or expressive action of actual transmission.

On the other hand, Yule (2010) defines Pragmatics as the study of
‘invisible’ meaning, or how we recognize what is meant even when it is not
actually said or written. In other words, pragmatics is concerned with the
embedded meaning in every utterances, on what the speaker intends to
mean rather than actual words or phrases that the speaker uses. Yule (1996)
also added that pragmatics is connected with the study of meaning
conveyed by a speaker and illustrated by a listener, the explanation of what
people indicate in a specific context and how the situation manipulates what
is said is certainly embodied in pragmatics that requires an insight on how
speakers order what they should say in agreement with who they are
speaking to.

1.2.2 Speech Act

In relation to Pragmatics, pragmatic competence is concern about the
understanding of the relationship between form and context that enables us,
accurately and appropriately to express and interpret the intended meaning
(Murray, 2010). Lenvinson (1983) claims that the study of speech acts have
traditionally been regarded as one of the major areas of pragmatics studies.
In addition, the theory of speech acts was first proposed by Austin (1962) in
his book called “How to Do Things with Words” which he starts making a
distinction between what he calls ‘constative utterances’ and ‘performative
utterances’. Later on, Searle (1969) developed the theory and views as
“saying something” as “doing” things, performing actions such as paying
compliments, making requests, extending invitations and others. Also,
Searle (1969) stated that there are five different categories under
Illocutionary act; Assertive, Declrative, Expressive, Commissive and
Declaration. More so, according to Yule (1996), speech acts are produced
within a wider context, which is called a speech event and its nature of
speech event that determines the interpretation of an utterance as
performing a particular speech act.

Furthermore, Austin (1962) emphasized that when person utter
sentences, the speaker performs action where Austin (1962) isolated three

422



basic senses in saying something and performs three kinds of acts;
Loctutionary act where the utterance of a sentence with determine sense and
reference, [llocutionary act where the making of statement, offer, promise
and etc. in uttering a sentence by virtue of the conventional force associated
with, and Perlocutionary act that brings about the effect on the audience by
means of uttering the sentence. Moreover, complaints fall under expressive
that can be regarded as example of a different kind of speech act as stated
by Trosborg (1994) that complaints is an illocutionary act in which the
speaker (complainer) expresses his/her disapproval, negative feelings, and
etc. towards the state of affair described in the proposition and for which
he/she holds the hearer responsible.

1.2.3 Speech Act of Complaint

A speech act can be defined as an utterance as a functional unit in
communication where it is an act that a speaker performs when he makes an
utterance (Richards, Platt & Weber, 1985). Olshtain and Weinbach (1993,
as cited in Deveci, 2003) asserts in the speech act of complaining where the
speaker displeasure or annoyance as a reaction to a past or going action, the
consequences of which are perceived by the speaker. Olshtain and
Weinbach (1993) also added that the function of complaints can function as
to express displeasure, disapproval, annoyance, censure, threats as a
reaction to a perceived offense or violation of social rules. Also, to hold the
hearer accountable for the offensive action and possibly suggest or request a
repair. In addition, complaining is generally considered as a face-threating
speech act that intrinsically threaten both negative and positive face of the
hearer where Brown and Levinson (1987 as cited in Zhang, 2001) propose a
highly abstract of “face” and argue that it is universal that consist of two
specific kinds of desire, the positive and negative face.

On the other hand, various studies have been conducted in relation
to speech act of complaint. In 2016, Eshraghi and Shahrokhi dwells on
studying the complaint strategies among Iranian Female EFL learners and
Female native English speakers under politeness perspective having 60
participants using Oxford Placement Test (OPT) and Discourse
Competition Test (DCT) to gather the data, in the data analysis, Eshraghi &
Shahrokhi (2016) found that Iranian EFL learners used indirect complaint
while female native English speakers used direct complaint more
frequently. In 2015, Deveci investigated the freshmen English student’s
realization of the complaint speech act sets having 89 students using a role
play situation, in the data analysis, Deveci (2015) found that students have
difficulty in presenting their case in producing the speech act of criticism
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along with complaint where they also produce request and demands as
possible solution.

Ayu and Sukyadi (2011) argue that people usually feel annoyed,
dissatisfied or unhappy with other individuals or circumstances in everyday
life. In fact, unpleasant contexts often represent an attitude of complaint. In
order to reveal their reactions to the anno, people choose specific words and
behaviors based on certain elements such as social status, gender,
relationship between the interlocutors and the complexity of situations.

Clyne (1996) states that the complaint is called a speech act in
which disappointment or a grievance is expressed. Baggini (2010) adds that
complaint happens when people reject to accept that things which are wrong
and attempt to do something about it.

Similarly, Umar (2006) conducted a study in Sudanesse graduate
students’ pragmatic competence with a view to complaint, in the data
analysis, Umar (2006) revealed that students produced fewer components of
the complaint speech act se than usual. It was found to be overly
confrontational in their complaints about a stranger cutting line, however,
there were also found to be too complacent when complaining to close
friends. More so, in 1981, House and Kasper (1981) studied the speech act
of complaining and requests in terms of politeness using twenty four role
play situations that were taped and transcribed, in the data analysis, results
show that the native speakers of German tend to use more direct language in
expressing their complaints than do native speakers of British English.

1.2.4 Politeness Theory

According to Janson (2012) & Foley (1997). Language and linguistic
activities have the essential role of introducing and building our
interpretation of our culture and ourselves. Furthermore, Lakoff (1973) &
Leech (1983) argue that politeness theory explains the conventionalized
laws of various languages and traditions of human relations. A great deal of
attention has been given to politeness in different fields: anthropology,
linguistics, pedagogy, psychology, etc. In linguistics, the principle of
politeness by Brown and Levinson (1987) is the structure of connections
between politeness and cultures that is most commonly applied.

Brown & Levinson (1987) add that Goffman defines "the

collective self-image that any member needs to hold for himself" as the
face. Gergen (1990) believes "the well-being of the individual cannot be
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removed from the web of relationship in which he/she is involved." The
essence of the relationship, in turn, relies on the mechanism of changing
and re-adjusting behaviour. That is, through daily experiences with others,
the construction of personality is taught and developed. Brown and
Levinson present the politeness theory as universal strategies.

According to Ide (1989), Matsumoto (1988), & Gu (1990), the
philosophy of politeness is described by Brown and Levinson as a basic
technique. There are, however, a variety of significant objections to the
universality of the language. For example, Matsumoto (1988) and Gu
(1990) contend, nevertheless, that the politeness principle of Brown and
Levinson is developed in Western society based on personality; thus, the
distinction of expression is not relevant In the cultures of Japan and China.

According to Foley (1997), Negative politeness strategy, which
aims to reduce the incitements to the face - threatening of the addressee, is
seen more often in some cultures, such as in Bali, whereas other cultures,
such as the Tlongot tribe in the Philippines, tend to use positive politeness
strategy, which is directed to the positive face of the addressee. Social
participants must learn cultural norms in encounters with people in diverse
contexts, i.e. family discussions, hierarchical relationships, business
opportunities, etc., in order to blend into society and communicate
efficiently.

1.2.5 Previous studies on Japanese politeness and cross-cultural
communication

Foley (1997) states that Japanese society is based on negative politeness in
Brown and Levinson's politeness formulation. Japanese prefer to use
divisive tactics more frequently to discourage them from controlling (FTA).
For example, they favour declarative phrases to conditional expressions.
However, numerous are modulated on the face orientation of Japanese
culture are observed. Among all of the critical viewpoint of Matsumoto
(1988) on this aspect is sometimes listened to. She believes that positive
politeness has a close association with reverence in Japanese society, unlike
Western societies in which positive faces are synonymous with affection.
She adds that this distinction is exemplified by the following common
expression:' Dozo yoroshiku onegaishimasu' meaning 'l want you to please
treat me well' (Matsumoto (1988). In a vertical partnership, this is
sometimes heard: from the subordinator to the dominant. The subordinator
concedes social standing to the superior by calling for a decent partnership.
That is, by expressing gratitude, this term improves the positive face of the
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addressee, while the addresser often preserves his/her positive face "by
placing him/herself in a positive affective interconnection relation"

As Matsumoto (1988) demonstrates, some cultural norms of
conversation clarify the presence of various strategies of politeness between
Western societies and Japanese society. Here, references to previous
research would clarify the following four key aspects of communicative
differences: silence, structure of thought, complexity and hierarchical
relationships.

According to Nakane (2006, 2006), first, in western cultures and in
Japanese society, silence during conversation conveys entirely diverse
messages. Nakane (2005, 2006) reflects on silence in classroom
intercultural dialogue and examines how silence works in these two
cultures. According to her study, Japanese students stay quiet in classroom
conversations because of the following three causes,: (1) protecting their
own good face, (2) resisting FTA and (3) off record strategy. Nakane (2006)
states why Japanese students are quiet because they are fearful of making
errors in the classroom. This comes from the trend in Japanese education
that accuracy in learning has an incredibly essential importance. It seems
more necessary to pursue right answers than that of the teaching practice in
Japanese education.

Fujio (2004) states a second critical difference on communication
is about euphemisms versus straightforwardness. One of the widely
accepted differences between western culture and that of Japanese is “the
way of thought-organization”. Barnlund (1975), Condon (1984), &
Hofstede (1991) argue that as westerners tend towards straightforwardness,
the thought-organization in English is defined as a 'linear' pattern. On the
other hand, the 'gyre' pattern is depicted in Japanese, which uses
connotations and effects. Kameda (2001) illustrates that Japanese prefer
first to clarify an overall context but instead switch to the vital moment of
the subject. It is not that much to suggest that in Japanese and Western
society, contact forms are traditionally considerably distinct.

Kameda (2001) explains the Third difference. In Japanese social
contexts, complexity is also a distinguishing trait. Kameda (2001) believes
that, since they do not advocate stating or describing, Japanese prefer to
exclude specific assumptions. As a result of this, without having a complete
description, addressees are expected to understand the subject. By providing
an explanation, Kameda (2001) clarifies this concept. The statement "Our
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office has moved to Nara" should be updated by the addressees. I'm going
to buy a Honda." to "Nara moved to our office. It's too far for me to cycle
from the station, so I'll have to buy a car. "I am thinking about getting a
Honda." in order to understand the entire context. Fujio (2004) suggests that
if Japanese speak English,' yes' is not necessarily equal to agreement). She
claims that Japanese prefer to use 'yes' as a symbol of understanding,
causing misunderstanding with Western people in cross-cultural debate.

1.2.6 Filipino Communication Style as Reflected in Politeness Strategies
in Administrative Memoranda in the Philippine Workplace.

This study examines the interaction between language and culture in the
Western-oriented memorandum's cross-cultural contact with the Filipino
culture of its authors. To explore politeness techniques (PS) in 100
techniques, it uses based ethnographic study and content analysis to see if
culture is expressed in the choice of PS. In place of Brown & Levinson
(1987) (B&L)' face' is offered a Filipino form of tao (person) with a clear
sense of kapwa (shared inner identity).

An alternate PS classification is also provided to explain how a
Filipino view approaches positive and negative 'faces,’ but not necessarily in
groups that are generally incompatible. The dominant choice of PS suggests
that writers of memoranda consider the threat of readers feeling imposed
upon more than that of not being admired, and desire to preserve
relationships and protect others’ self-worth, while also addressing dislike
for directness and in-group orientation. Non-prescribed linguistic features
are also consistent with Filipino communication styles.

1.3 Research Questions
This study seeks to answer the following questions:

1. What are the complaint strategies of Meranaw students?

2. How do Meranaw students employ complaint strategies to the

following addresses?
A. Elders
B. High Status
C. Lower Status
D. Friends
E. Strangers

1.4 Theoretical Framework
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This research will use the following theory and typology to analyze the
complaint strategies of Meranaw Students in Mindanao State University,
Main Campus.

1.4.1 Speech Act Theory

Austin (1962) states that uttering sentence means performing an action. In
other words, saying something is doing or performing an act. According to
Austin (1962), there are three kinds of acts, first, locutionary act, the
utterance of a sentence with determinate send and reference, second,
illocutionary act, the making of a statement, offer, promise, etc. in uttering
a sentence by virtue of the conventional force associated with it, and lastly,
perlocutionary act, the bringing about the effects on the audience by means
of uttering the sentences, such effects being special to the circumstances of
utterance.

Similarly, Searle (1976) develops Austin’s speech act theory
further and focused on the illocutionary acts performed by the speaker. He
categorized illucotionary acts into give groups. First, declarative, the
defining characteristic of this class is the successful performance of its
members bring about the correspondence between the propositional content
and reality, second, assertives, the point or purpose of the member of the
assertive class is to commit the speaker (in varying degrees) to something is
being the case to see the truth of the expressed proposition, third,
expressives, the illocutionary pint of this class is to express the
psychological state specified in the sincerity condition about a state of
affairs specified in the propositional content, fourth, directives, the
illocutionary point consist in the fact that they are attempts by the speaker to
get the hearer to do something, and lastly, commisives, the illocutionary acts
whose point is to commit the speaker to some future course of action. In
relation to Complaint as Speech act, Trosborg (1995) defines complaint as
an illocutionary act in which the speaker expresses his/her disapproval,
negative feelings etc. towards the state of affairs described in the
proposition and for which he/she holds the hearer responsible, either
directly or indirectly (Searle, 1979 as cited in Zulfa, 2018).

1.4.2 Politeness Theory

Politeness Theory addresses the nature and function of politeness in
communication as well as the list of politeness strategies that presents the
concept of face. Face is defined as an individual’s feeling of self-worth or
self-image and a reputation or good names that everyone had and expected
everyone else to recognize (Dzikriyah, 2018). Moreover, Saeed (2009)
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admits that face, according to Brown and Levinson (1978), has two
components: Positive face is associated with a participant's desire to be
liked and approved by others and his/her need to be connected and to be a
member of the same group; and negative face is associated with a member's
need to be independent and not to be imposed on by others. Yule (1996)
clarifies that when the speaker tries to save other people's face, he has to
care for their negative face wants and their positive face wants. The word '
negative' doesn't have bad meaning, but it shows the opposite pole from
‘positive’. When one needs to be free of action, and not to be imposed on by
others, but independent, he has negative face. When a participant needs to
be liked and accepted by others, to be treated as a member of the same
group, and to recognize that his or her wants are shared by others, he has a
positive face. Simply, positive face reflects the need to be connected, and
the negative face reflects the need to be independent.

More so, Face threatening acts (FTAs) are acts such as disapproval
or contempt which challenge a person’s positive face and acts such as
requests for action which limit a person’s freedom and challenge
addressees’ negative face (Yazdanfar & Bonyadi, 2016). Saeed (2009)
asserts that face, in many verbal interaction, may be threatened. Threatening
negative face, which represents damaging participant's autonomy, involves
orders, requests, suggestions and advice. Threatening positive face, that
decreases an individual's self and social discretion, involves expressions of
disapproval, disagreements, accusations and interruptions. Anyhow, by
using expressions of apologies and confessions, speakers may threaten their
own face. Yule (1996) indicates that there are many various methods of
performing face save acts, since every person generally tries to respect the
face wants of others.

1.4.3 Trosborg (1995) Taxonomy of Complaint Strategies

Trosborg (1995) states that a complaint is defined as an illocutionary act in
which the speaker (the complainer) expresses his/her disapproval, negative
feelings and etc. Trosborg (1995) set up the certain complain strategies
having eight sub-categories derived from the fo ur main categories.

1. No Explicit Reproach

Hinting strategies may be employed by the complainer to get rid of a
struggle. The complainer indicates that he/she inform about an insult and
makes the complainee indirectly responsible, in expressing the assertion in
the existence of the complainee. The complainee is unaware of the insult
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whether indicated or not, as the complainer indirectly clarifies that
something is unsatisfactory.

Strategy 1. Hints

2. Expression of Annoyance or Disapproval

Regarding a particular state of affairs he/she seems unfavorable for
him/her, annoyance, dislike, disapproval, etc. which can be reflected by the
complainer. The consequences producing from an insult, for which the
complainee is covertly responsible for may be reflected by the utterances
(Torsborg, 1994).

Strategy 2. Annoyance
Strategy 3. Consequences

3. Accusations

Trosborg (1994) mentions two levels of directness. The complainer can ask
the hearer questions about the context or demonstrate that he/she has to a
certain extent linked with the offence. Thus, he tries to make the hearer a
possible agent of the complainable (indirect accusation). On the other hand,
the complainee could be directly accused by the complainer of making the
offence (direct accusation).

Strategy 4. Indirect Accusation
Strategy 5. Direct Accusation

4. Blaming

The accused is guilty of the offence as it is presupposed by the act of blame.
There are three levels that comprise the explicitness with which the
complainer formulates his/her moral condemnation of the accused.

Strategy 6. Modified Blame

The disapproval of action which is modified is conveyed by the
comapliner for which the accused is responsible for another approach not
taken by the accused.

Strategy 7. Explicit condemnation of the accused’s action or
behavior

An action for which the accused is held responsible (in direct
terms) is bad, as the complainer clearly demonstrates that.
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Strategy 8. Explicit condemnation of the accused as a person

What is implicit at all other levels is explicitly stated by the
complainer, namely that he/she finds the accused a non-responsible social
number.

2.0 Methodology

The research design and methods that the researchers would use to
accomplish the aim of this analysis are defined and explored in this section.
This section contains the locale of study, instruments, method of sampling,
methods for collecting data, and method of data processing.

2.1 Research Design

This study is a qualitative research design that involves collecting and
analyzing non-numerical data that will be conducted at Mindanao State
University, Main Campus, Marawi City. The data will be gathered through
analysing theories namely Trosborg’s (1995) taxonomy of complaint
strategies, Austin’s (1962) speech act theory and Brown and Levinson’s
(1987) politeness theory. A formula will be used as one of the bases in
finding the frequency. (% = f/N x 100) where: % = percentage, f =
Frequency N = Number of cases. The researchers chose MSU as the
location because it is more appropriate and convenient in their study.

2.2 Locale of the Study

This study will be accomplished at Mindanao State University in the
academic year 2021 — 2022. The subject of this study will include 20
Meranaw male students and 20 Meranaw female students at Mindanao State
University. The researchers chose the Meranaw students as their
participants because the researchers believe they’re more fit and suitable in
answering the questionnaire since they also have enough knowledge about
the study. So through this, the researchers can come up with better results
since their course is somehow related to the study.

2.3 Research Instruments

The major instrument that will be used to gather the data will be Discourse
Competition Task (DCT) that refers to the linguistic and pragmatic tool to
elicit a particular speech act that will read the response of the participants
through questionnaire related to speech act of complaint scenarios. The
DCT that will be adopted in this study will be modified in the study of
Eshraghi & Shahrokhi (2016) that provides six scenarios of complaint
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strategies of speech act in which the participants will be required to write
their reactions and exact response in real life interaction related to the given
speech act of complaint scenarios.

2.4 Data Gathering Procedure

The researchers must have enough time for the study. Specifically, in letting
the participants have enough time to answer the questionnaire which is
chosen and is appropriate for the study. After that, the researchers must also
have to describe, distinguish and analyse the results.

2.5 Data Analysis Procedure

To identify the complaint strategies of the participants, Trosborg’s (1995)
taxonomy of complaint strategies will be employed to analyze the data
which are categorized in to four namely, no explicit approach, expression of
annoyance, accusations, and blaming, with eight sub-categories. The data
that will be gathered will undergo to Austin’s (1962) speech act theory and
Brown & Levinson’s (1987) politeness theory. After the data gathering
procedure, the data will be calculated and tabulated using the frequency and
percentage formula (%=f/N x 100) where % = percentage, f = Frequency
and N = number of cases. More so, the DCT questionnaire will be sent
through Facebook messenger that can be accessed in the Google form.

3.0 Results and Discussion

The data gathered through Discourse Competition Task (DCT) provided the
researchers am adequate information based on the respondents’ experience.
The study consist of 25 Meranaw males and 25 Meranaw females with a
total of 50 respondents. The results obtained is based on the scenarios
provided in the DCT.

The findings indicate that Indirect accusation and Hints are the
most frequent complaint strategies used by the male Meranaw students. The
findings also show that Direct accusation and Consequence are the most
usual complaint strategies employed by the women Meranaw student.
Moreover, the explicit blame for person is the most least used strategy used
by both male and women Meranaw student.

Table 1.
Complaint Male Female
Strategies
Frequenc | Percenta | Frequency Percenta
y ge g
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No Explicit
Reproach 39 16% 28 12%
Hints
Expression of
Annoyance or
Disapproval 27 11% 49 20%
Category
Consequence
Annoyance 13 5% 19 8%
Accusation

86 36% 12 5%
Indirect
Direct 32 13% 74 31%
Blame

11 5% 10 4%
Explicit Blame ° °
(Behavior)
Explicit Blame | 14 6% 10 4%
(Person)
Modified Blame 18 8% 38 16%
Total 100% 240 100%

Males mostly use Indirect accusation with 36% followed by Hints
having 16%. The result shows that males employ positive politeness to the
hearer of complaint. The male address considers the positive face of the
hearer when complaining. More so, Indirect accusation are ambiguous
statement, this strategy does not employ direct complaint to the hearer, and
hint strategy is considered as the most indirect strategy where the speaker
use hinting strategies to avoid conflict. On the other hand, women
frequently use Direct accusation having 31% followed by Expression of
Consequence with 20%. Compared to males, women does not consider the
face of the hearer, they mostly employ negative politeness in complaining
like Get out of my class now!, and I'll leave this dormitory if you keep
making noise. Moreover, Direct accusation are straight statement towards
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the hearer unlike Indirect accusation, while Expression of Consequence
performs a high level of face threat.

Table 2.
Addres | Complaint | Male Female
see Strategies
Freque | Percentag | Frequenc | Percentag
ncy e y e
Elder Hints 8 15% 6 13%
Conseque | 2 4% 4 8%
nce
Annoyanc | 1 2%
e
Indirect 31 57% 6 13%
Direct 7 13% 26 54%
Explicit 3 6%
Blame
(Behavior
)
Explicit 1 2% 1 2%
Blame
(Person)
Modified |1 2% 5 10%
Blame
Total 54 100% 48 100%

The findings shows that Indirect accusation is the usual strategy of
men in complaining towards an Elder addressee with 57% and followed by
Hint strategy with 15%. While, women employ Direct accusation with 54%
followed by Indirect and Hint strategy with 13%. The result shows that
males applies politeness in complaining towards an Elder hearer, it can be
deduce that males value the positive face of the hearer in complaining. On
the other hand, women complains politely towards where they used Indirect
and Hint complain strategies, however, the direct way of complaining that
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does not employ politeness outnumbered the polite strategies, it can be
deduce that women complain directly to an Elder addressee that can threat
the face of the hearer. Moreover, the elder addressee refers to the person
who is older than the complainer.

Table 3.
Addre | Complaint Male Female
ssee Strategies
Frequency | Percenta | Frequency | Percentag
ge e
High | Hints 6 12% 6 13%
Statu
atus Consequenc | 3 6% 8 16%
e
Annoyance 1 2% 8 16%
Indirect 3 6% 2 4%
Direct 18 37% 21 43%
Explicit 4 8%
Blame
(Behavior)
Explicit 9 19%
Blame
(Person)
Modified 5 10% 4 8%
Blame
Total 49 100% 49 100%

The results shows that Direct accusation is the most usual
complaint strategy employed by the males with 37% followed by Explicit
blame (person) with having 19%. It can be seen in the result that men does
not consider the concept of politeness in complaining towards a person with
a high status. Similar to women where they frequently use Direct
accusation in complaining having 43% followed by Expression of
Annoyance and Consequence complaint strategy with similar percentage of
16%. Women, similar to males, does not consider the hearers face in
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complaining. Moreover, both genders performs a high level of face threat in
complaining to the said addressee. The high status addressee refers to the
person who is in position, or a person who is in higher position than the
complainer.

Table 4.
Addr | Complaint | Male Female
esse | Strategies
e Frequency Percentag | Frequenc | Percentag
e y e
Low | Hints 2 5% 2 2%
Stat
s 4 Consequen | 2 5% 9 11%
ce
Annoyanc | 1 3% 12 15%
e
Indirect 23 62% 2 2%
Direct 4 11% 22 27%
Explicit 1 3% 3 4%
Blame
(Behavior)
Explicit 3 8% 19 23%
Blame(Per
son)
Modified 1 3% 13 16%
Blame
Total 37 100% 82 100%

The result shows males frequently use Indirect accusation with
62% in complaining to a person with a low status followed Explicit blame
(person) having 8%. Majority of the males employ politeness in
complaining to a person with a low status, however, there is some males
that does not apply politeness in complaining, where Explicit blame
(person) is one of the most negative way of complaining. For women, they
usually employ Direct accusation with 27% and Explicit blame (person)
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with 23%. In parallel with men where some of the male respondents does
not consider the concept of politeness, most of the women respondents
threats the hearer in complaining since politeness is not used. More so, it
can be deduce that men are not always applying politeness in complaining,
there are instance that men also threats the face of the hearer. Moreover, the
low status addressee refers to the person who is in lower position than the
complainer.

Table 5.
Address | Complaint | Male Female
ee Strategies
Frequen | Percenta | Frequency | Percenta
cy ge ge

Friend Hints 2 4% 4 10%
Consequenc | 5 7% 7 17%
e
Annoyance | 8 14% 3 7%
Indirect 6 10% 3 7%
Direct 19 33% 9 21%
Explicit
Blame
(Behavior)
Explicit
Blame
(Person)
Modified 16 38%
Blame
Total 42 100%

The result shows that male employs Direct accusation in
complaining to a friend with 33% and Modified blame strategy for women
with 38%. It was found that both male and female complain to their friends
without the concept of politeness.
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Table 6.

Addr | Complaint | Male Female
Strategi
essee rategles Frequen | Percentag | Frequen | Percentage
cy e cy
Stran | Hints 11 26% 9 20%
get Conseque | 2 5% 12 26%
nce
Annoyanc | 5 12% 8 18%
e
Indirect 9 21% 1 2%
Direct 7 17% 5 11%
Explicit 1 2%
Blame
(Behavior
)
Explicit 4 10%
Blame
(Person)
Modified |3 7% 10 23%
Blame
Total 44 100%

Consequence strategy to complain with 26%.

438

The result shows that males are polite in complaining towards a
stranger where they use Hint strategies to complain with 26%. In contrast,
women are seen to be impolite in complaining to a stranger where they use

Generally, the concept of politeness is mostly used by the males
when they are complaining. Males are seen to be polite in elders, to the
person with low status, and to strangers. It can be deduced that males
consider the face of the hearer in complaining, while females ae seen in not
applying the concept of politeness in complaining where they can threaten
the face of the hearer. In addition, the study found that there are instances




that both genders do not complain, some females and males do not use any
complaint strategies since they highly consider the hearer’s feeling.

5.0 Conclusion

The main focus of the current study, as it was mentioned above, was to
examine the complaint strategies of Meranaw male and female students in
order to distinguish on how they complain in different addresses. This
shows that males and females base their complaint strategies in certain
factors. Thus, the hypothesis of the study contends that males and females
act differently in terms of complaint strategies they use because it would
also depend on the situation.
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8.0 APPENDIX

8.1 APPENDIX A: COMPLAINT STRATEGIES QUESTIONNAIRE
(Adapted and modified from the study of Eshraghi & Shahrokhi in
2016)

Instruction: The following is a questionnaire about complaint strategies.
Please provide as much information as possible based on your experiences
in daily life. Imagine yourself in the situations given and give your answers
in the space provided.

1. You are a professor. You have lent your book to one of your students in
order for her to give a presentation based on the book. Now, she has
returned your book but some of the pages have been damaged. How will
you complain?

2. Suppose you are a professor. While you are teaching, you understand a
student from another major is sitting in your class without getting
permission and she is disturbing your class. How will you complain?

3. Suppose you are a driver. While you are waiting in your car, a beggar
passed by and scratched your car. How will you complain?

4. You lent your book to your friend four days ago. You have told her that
she should return it soon because you need it. Tomorrow you have an exam
and you need the book. You have called her but she has not returned it yet.
How will you complain when you see her?
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5. You are waiting in a line to buy a content ticket. You have been waiting
for a long time. Suddenly, a person cuts in line in front of you. How will
you complain?

6. You are an employee in a company. The boss, who is an old friend of
yours, has not paid your salary for two months. How will you complain?

7. You are sick and you need to get some sleep. Your new landlord who you
have never talked to before makes a lot of noise. You have put up with the
noise for several days but tonight you feel you should do something. How
will you complain?

8. You are a professor. You lent your book to one of the senior faculty to
give a presentation based on the book. Now, the senior faculty returned
your book but some of the pages have been damaged. How will you
complain?

9. You are a student. The senior security guard did not allow you to enter
the campus because you are not wearing your complete uniform. How will
you complain?

10. You are a student. The senior vendor accidentally poured the soup into
your shirt. How will you complain?
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11. A stranger borrowed your phone to make an emergency call to her wife
but your phone accidentally fell and got broken. How will you complain?

12. Your friend borrowed your fancy clothes for his virtual meeting with his
superiors. However, he did not wash your clothes before he returned them
to you. How will you complain?

8.2 APPENDIX B: LETTER OF CONSENT
(Consent to Participate)

Dear Respondent,

Assalaamu Alaykom Warahmatullahi Wa Barakato! Warmest greetings of
peace and prosperity! We, the undersigned names are specializing in BA
English Language Studies at the Mindanao State University-Main Campus.
We are presently conducting a study about the speech act of complaint.

Anent to that, we would like to invite you to answer our survey
questionnaire at your most convenient time. We believe that all your
knowledge about the subject matter is beneficial for the competition of our
research.

Thank you.
Respectfully yours,

Jhannah ITham Acraman
Almadini D. Lawi
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